
 

October 28, 2024 
  

Workshops: 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
Vancouver City Hall - Council Chambers - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA 
 
Workshops were conducted in person in the Council Chambers of City Hall. Members 
of the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on 
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook 
page, or www.facebook.com/VancouverUS. 
 
View the CVTV video recording, including presentations and discussion, for workshops 
at: 
https://www.cvtv.org/vid_link/36859?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=7746 
 2025-26 Biennial Budget 
 (approximately 2 hours) 

 Natasha Ramras, Chief Financial Officer, Shannon Olsen, Budget Manager, 
natasha.ramras@cityofvancouver.us, shannon.olsen@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Staff led Council through a discussion of the 2025-26 Biennial Budget. 
 
Councilmember Harless was late to the workshop. 
Councilmember Harless attended the workshop remotely. 
Council Dinner / Administrative Updates (6:00-6:30 p.m.) 
  

Regular Council Meeting 
 
6:30 PM 
Vancouver City Hall - Council Chambers - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA 
 
This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with in person and remote viewing 
and participation over video conference utilizing a GoToMeeting platform. Members of 
the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on 
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/VancouverUS. Public access and testimony on Consent 
Agenda items and under the Community Forum were also facilitated in person and via 
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the GoToMeeting conference call. 
 
Vancouver City Council meeting minutes are a record of the action taken by Council. 
To view the CVTV video recording, including presentations, testimony and discussion, 
for this meeting please visit: 
https://www.cvtv.org/vid link/36861?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=4847 
 
Electronic audio recording of City Council meetings are kept on file in the office of the 
City Clerk for a period of six years. 
Pledge of Allegiance 
  
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
The regular meeting of the Vancouver City Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle. This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting, including 
both in person and remotely over video conference. 
 
Present:  Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Perez, Councilmember 
Fox, Councilmember Paulsen, Councilmember Stober, Councilmember Hansen, 
and Mayor McEnerny-Ogle 
 
Absent:  None 
 
Councilmember Harless joined the meeting remotely. 
Approval of Minutes 
  
  Minutes - September 16, 2024 
 
Motion by Councilmember Hansen, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and 
Yes: 7, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve the September 16, 2024, meeting 
minutes.  
  Minutes - September 23, 2024 
 
Motion by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Stober, and Yes: 7, 
No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve the September 16, 2024, meeting minutes. 
Community Communication 
This is the place on the agenda where the public is invited to speak to Council 
regarding any matter on the Agenda not already scheduled for Public Hearing. 
(Separate instructions are provided for offering testimony on Public Hearing when 
applicable.) This includes the option to testify about Workshops. Members of the public 
addressing Council are requested to give their name and city of residence for the audio 
record. Speakers are to limit their testimony to a total of three minutes for all items 
combined. 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened Community Communication and received testimony 
from the following community members regarding any matter on the agenda not 
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scheduled for a Public Hearing: 
 

• Brittney Jackson, Vancouver 
• Carmen DeLeon, Vancouver 
• Siobhana McEwen, Vancouver 
• Linda Nielsen, Ridgefield, WA 
• Katherine Cory, Vancouver 
• Kimberlee Goheen Elbon, La Center, WA 

 
There being no further tetsimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community 
Communication. 
Consent Agenda 
The following items will be passed by a single motion to approve all listed actions and 
resolutions. There will be no discussion on these items unless requested by Council. If 
discussion is requested, the item will be moved from the Consent Agenda and 
considered separately – after the motion has been made and passed to approve the 
remaining items. 
 
Council pulled items 5 and 8 for discussion. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Stober, seconded by Councilmember Perez, and Yes: 
7, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Items 1-4, 6-7, and 9 on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and Yes: 
7, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Item 5 on the Consent Agenda. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Stober, seconded by Councilmember Perez, and Yes: 
7, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Item 8 on the Consent Agenda. 
1. Construction Acceptance - 192nd at 13th St Intersection 

 Staff Report: 216-24 
 
 Request: On October 28, 2024, accept the NE 192nd Ave at NE 13th St 

Intersection Improvements Project as constructed by Halme Excavating, 
Inc. of Battle Ground, Washington, and authorize release of retainage in 
the amount of $15,222.87, subject to receipt of all documentation 
required by law. 

  Madeline Burke, Civil Engineer, Madeline.Burke@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Motion approved the request. 
2. Construction Acceptance - 2024 Fourth Plain Curb Ramps 
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 Staff Report: 217-24 
 
 Request: On October 28, 2024, accept the 2024 Fourth Plain Curb Ramps project 

as constructed by Grade Werks Excavating, LLC of Battle Ground, 
Washington, and authorize release of bond, subject to receipt of all 
documentation required by law. 

  Madeline Burke, Civil Engineer, Madeline.Burke@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Motion approved the request. 
3. Ordinance Authorizing an Amendment to the Master Services Agreement for 

Annual Rate Adjustments 

 AN ORDINANCE authorizing a current and future Amendments relating to annual 
rate setting to the Master Services Agreement with Attachments (“MSA”) between 
Clark County, Washington (“County”), the City of Vancouver, Washington (“City”) 
and Columbia Resource Company (“Contractor”), herein referred to as (“Parties”). 
 
Staff Report: 218-24 

 
 Request: On Monday, October 28, 2024, advance the ordinance on first reading 

and set a date of November 4, 2024, for a public hearing and second 
reading. 

  Julie Gilbertson, Solid Waste Supervisor, 
julie.gilbertson@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record. 
 
Motion approved the request. 
4. Ordinance Authorizing Rate Adjustments for City of Vancouver Garbage, 

Recycling and Organics Collection Rates for 2025 

 AN ORDINANCE relating to rate setting for collection of solid waste, recyclable 
materials and organics, and amending certain sections of VMC 6.12 to increase or 
adjust 2025 rates and charges consistent with approved utility user taxes and 
rates and in accordance with current contracts; providing for savings, severability 
and an effective date. 
 
Staff Report: 219-24 

 
 Request: On Monday, October 28, 2024, advance the ordinance on first reading 

and set a date of November 4, 2024, for a public hearing and second 
reading. 

  Julie Gilbertson, Solid Waste Supervisor, 
julie.gilbertson@cityofvancouver.us 
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Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record. 
 
Motion approved the request. 
5. City Center Redevelopment Authority Board Appointment 
 
 Request: Appoint Kenneth Anderton to a midterm position on the City Center 

Redevelopment Board, with a term beginning immediately and expiring 
December 31, 2024. 
 
Council Subcommittee 1 

    
Motion approved the request. 
6. Civil Service Commission Reappointment 
 
 Request: Reappoint Virginia Chapman to the Civil Service Commission to a full-

term position that would begin October 31, 2024, and expire October 31, 
2030. 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle 

    
Motion approved the request. 
7. Clark County Public Health Advisory Council Reappointment 
 
 Request: Reappoint Elma Blum to a full-term position on the Clark County Public 

Health Advisory Council that begins September 30, 2024, and expires 
September 30, 2027. 
 
Council Subcommittee 1 

    
Motion approved the request. 
8. Fort Vancouver Regional Library Board of Trustees Appointment 
 
 Request: Nominate Megan Dugan to a midterm position on the Fort Vancouver 

Regional Board of Trustees effective immediately and a term expiring 
December 31, 2025. 
 
Council Subcommittee 2 

    
Motion approved the request. 
9. Approval of Claim Vouchers 
 
 Request: Approve claim vouchers for October 28, 2024. 
 
Motion approved claim vouchers in the amount of $12,982,369.78. 
Communications 
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 A. From the Council 
  
  Districting Committee Update 
 
Aaron Lande, Program and Policy Development Manager, introduced the Districting 
Committee Update. Councilmember Fox provided an update to the Council. Council 
had a brief discussion covering the topic. 
  Council Equity Resolution 
 
Lon Pluckhahn, City Manager, intorduced the Council Equity Resolution. 
Councilmember Perez provided an update to the Council. Council had a brief 
discussion covering the topic. 
 B. From the Mayor 
  
 C. From the City Manager 
  
  Interstate Bridge Replacement Program Update 
 
Katherine Kelly, Senior Transportation Policy Advisor, discussed the Interstate Bridge 
Replacement Program Update. 

Community Forum 
This is the place on the agenda where the public is invited to speak to Council 
regarding any matter. Members of the public addressing Council are requested to give 
their name and city of residence for the record. Speakers are to limit their testimony to 
a total of three minutes. Up to 90 minutes will be allotted for the Community Forum.  
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the Community Forum and received testimony from the 
following community members regarding any matter: 

• Kimberlee Goheen Elbon, La Center, WA 
• Kyle Roslund, Vancouver 
• Ian Bader, Vancouver 
• Sarah Kaczmarek, Vancouver 
• Bella Padgett, Vancouver 
• Jamie Beyer, Vancouver 
• Varun Rathi, Vancouver 
• Ruth Wilmoth, Vancouver 
• Pat Wilmoth, Vancovuer 
• Bruce Barnes, Vancouver 
• Steven Epling, Vancouver 
• Debra Taylor, Vancouver 
• Fred Garmire, Vancouver 
• Karen Garmire, Vancouver 

 
There being no further tetsimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community Forum. 
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Executive Session Re: Contract Negotiations, RCW 42.30.110(1)(d) (45 Min) 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle announced the Council would be entering into executive 
session from 8:30-9:15 p.m. to discuss Contract Negotiations, RCW 42.30.110(1)(d). 
Adjournment 
 
9:15 p.m.  
  
  

Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor 
  
Attest:  
 
 
 
  

 

Natasha Ramras, City Clerk  
   
The written comments below are those of the submitter alone and are not 
representative of the views of CVTV or the City of Vancouver, its elected or appointed 
officials, or its employees. 
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From: Michelle Jones
To: City Council
Subject: Adult Sports
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 7:56:06 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom it May Concern:

Adult sports programming put on by the community center is a great way to build relationships and strengthen
bonds through healthy activity. Programs such as these should be maintained even if an increase in fees are
necessary to offset costs.

The women’s volleyball league that I was a part of helped me to build relationships and make friends at I time in my
life when this was greatly needed. As a mother of young children this is a great need to the community. Each week
that I played I was able to meet new people in a supportive, inclusive environment that was far less intimidating than
joining a more competitive league in Portland. There are so few opportunities like this in the city of Vancouver I
would hate to see it lost.

Sincerely,

Michelle Jones
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From: Emilee Eastman
To: City Council
Subject: Vancouver Adults Sports
Date: Thursday, October 24, 2024 4:41:07 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good evening!

I wanted to send an email regarding adult sports through the city of Vancouver. This last year was my first year
playing in the women’s volleyball league with a group of friends. This became our weekly outlet where we all could
get together, play volleyball and stay active while working and being parents. This was an incredible outlet for so
many of us. To our disappointment the league and other sports were canceled. If there is any way to re-allow there
to be adult sports, not only would this be beneficial for mental health, but also physical well-being.

Thank you for your consideration!

Best,

Emilee Williams
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From: Jean M. Avery
To: City Council
Subject: Comment re: budget discussions
Date: Friday, October 25, 2024 7:47:47 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Madam Mayor and City Council:

Thank you for your careful consideration of the impacts of the upcoming budget-related
decisions for our beloved city. Indeed, the decisions made now will affect the quality of life in
Vancouver for years and decades to come.

I would ask you to preserve parks, open spaces, recreational hiking, and nature-based
programs -- including Parks and Rec, Naturespaces, Columbia Springs, Watershed Alliance,
and Americorps. Without these programs, Vancouver would not be the special place it is.

Thanks to nature-based programs, residents learn to enjoy the outdoors and protect our lands
and water. These programs also create a sense of community -- reaching many school-age
kids, and involving neighborhoods with both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking
residents.

I am disappointed that budget cuts are targeting these low-cost, high-impact programs. These
programs also offer many hours of community service: planting trees, removing invasive
weeds, and cleaning up our beaches.

I share a quote from the City's website:
"Parks, trails, events and recreation improve quality of life and contribute to a
vibrant and connected Vancouver."

Thank you for your consideration.

Jean M. Avery
Vancouver
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From: Danielle Mueller
To: City Council
Subject: Keep adult volleyball!
Date: Saturday, October 26, 2024 10:03:47 AM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I have been playing on an adult women’s volleyball league for a couple years now through the Marshall center. It is
always the highlight of my week! I am nurse and have stressful weeks so the time away from that environment to
connect and meet new people and play a sport I love is my favorite part of the week. I have meet some amazing
women through this league and we strengthen and encourage each other, even when we are playing against each
other. I have made life long friends through this club. There was no fall league this year and I was devastated but
had hope in the spring season but it it got canceled it would be a travesty as I know so many people depend on this
time away for connection, encouragement and a healthy activity to get us out and moving. Even if we need to pay
more to cover some more costs we would be willing but please do not take this away from us.
-Danielle Meuler
(Yor Mom) women’s volleyball team member.

Sent from my iPhone
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From: katrina worden
To: City Council
Subject: Women’s Volleyball
Date: Saturday, October 26, 2024 1:02:24 PM

[You don't often get email from  Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Our whole team would be upset if women’s volleyball left. It’s something for us to do once a week to get out of the
house when the weather is bad.
Sent from my iPhone
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From: Samantha Gartman
To: City Council
Subject: Volleyball
Date: Sunday, October 27, 2024 7:44:27 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

I was sad to hear that volleyball was not happening this season and maybe not at all.  I have been playing for the last
couple years with a group of moms from school.  It has been a great way for us to spend time together outside of
school, without kids and play the sport we all love.  It is so important for us women to get out of our normal routine
and do something for ourselves.  We look forward to it every year.

Please bring volleyball back!!
Thank you,
-Sam Gartman
New moms on the block
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From: Janel Rupp
To: City Council
Subject: Adult Volleyball
Date: Sunday, October 27, 2024 9:19:42 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom it May Concern, I have had the opportunity to participate in the women’s adult volleyball league at
Marshall Center.

This Progam has been great and such a good way for me to get in exercise, enjoy some friendly competition, make
new friends and participate on a team. This is one of the highlights of my year to be honest. I look forward to every
season and am always disappointed when it comes to an end.

As a single mom who works two jobs, this has been a great outlet for me where I can connect with others and do
something that gives me enjoyment and a sense of community. It also shows my daughter that you are never too old
to do what you enjoy!

I think adult sports are incredibly important and would hate to see the programs go away.

Sincerely,
Janel Rupp
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From: Williams, Angela (City)
To: City Council
Subject: Adult Sports Programs
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 7:10:07 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Good morning,

As a lifelong participant in Vancouver's Public Sports programs, I have experienced
firsthand the incredible value they bring to our community. These programs provide a
unique platform for individuals to connect beyond their immediate circles and foster
relationships that last a lifetime. Through participating in our local Co-Ed Softball and
Volleyball Leagues, I have created enduring friendships that enrich my life.

The ability for people to engage in sports passionately and competitively is an integral part
of our community’s spirit. It’s imperative that we maintain these opportunities, not only to
enhance personal health and well-being but also to foster a sense of community
belonging.

I believe it is crucial for us to continually assess and adapt the variety and nature of
programs offered to align with evolving interests and demographics. While budget
constraints are challenging, they should not compromise the breadth of programs
available to our community members. It is of utmost importance that we ensure both our
youth and adult residents continue to have access to diverse and dynamic recreational
opportunities.

I hope my personal experiences highlight the importance these programs have on
fostering a vibrant and connected community. Let us continue to be proactive in finding
solutions that allow these programs to thrive even amidst financial challenges.

Thank you for your dedication and consideration towards enhancing the quality of life for
all residents.

Thank you,
Angela Williams| Senior Permit Specialist
Community Development Department (CDD)
Office: 
cityofvancouver.us
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From: Caroline Saty
To: City Council
Subject: Adult Vball
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 9:16:37 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

I’d like to start by saying thank you so much for the opportunity to send in a request for a petition.

However, it seems like you didn’t give us much notice, sending out an email out at 3:47pm on a Friday for a prompt
response at noon the next business day. I had initially reached out to Jude, then Stacey in September regarding this
issue.

A lot of us are working parents and busy running our kids around to their sports, music, extras. We have all looked
forward to this one night to come out and play as adult athletes. I urge you to prayerfully consider not cutting this
program.

Thank you,

Caroline Saty
New moms on the Block
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1.  

Start enforcing the no day camping code,

Close the Mill Plain sound wall to camping completely,

Consider the empty jail in East Vancouver for the Share Bridge since the county will
 not support funding this solution for the homeless, and/or

All of the above.
 
This is election season, and I can assure you that I do not speak alone. As a registered D
emocrat, I am not voting party line because of the council's inability to allow me to feel s
afe in my own home, the largest investment I will ever make in my life.
 
Thank you for your attention to this pressing matter.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shannon Stamps
Hough Home Owner (property tax payer)

please do not read my phone number in open testimony)
 
 

Docusign Envelope ID: 8F074260-54A1-4C67-9E52-07B145BBE612



From: Shannon Stamps
To: City Council; glen.yung@clark.wa.gov; annette.cleveland@leg.wa.gov; sharon.wylie@leg.wa.gov;

monica.stonier@leg.wa.gov
Cc: Amy@clarkcountymatters.com; Quintrell, Anna
Subject: Urgent: Safety Concerns Due to Homeless Camping at Sound Wall, Mill Plain
Attachments: RingVideo 20241008 115003.mp4

20241007 185445 002.mp4

Dear Vancouver City Council, Clark County District 1 Representative and 49th District
Representatives,

I am reaching out again to implore you to take immediate action to close the Sound Wall
at Mill Plain to homeless camping. Yesterday, October 22, 2024, before 8:30 pm, one of
my neighbors called 911 because a homeless camper partially hopped over the retaining
wall into her yard, threatening her dogs. Despite her urgency, no police car arrived in the
area until 10:18 pm. My security system, equipped with four cameras, records all
movement at the corner of 16th and Markle (where my home is located), and this was the
first patrol I had seen in a month.

This unacceptable situation has been ongoing for over three years, and it is only
worsening. My neighbor and her young daughter were left feeling unsafe and vulnerable
for nearly two hours. Such delays and lack of effective responses are intolerable. Just
this week HART shared that 22% of the VPD time is spent addressing homelessness.

I have shared footage of a homeless man smoking fentanyl on my porch, here is the link
again for your reference. I ask you: Would you allow this to continue in your
neighborhood? What are we supposed to do? Sell our homes and move elsewhere?

We cannot endure this any longer. The "let it ride" approach described by the Mayor last
month when I testified to the City Council, is failing us. Homeowners in this area are
feeling voiceless, helpless, and hopeless. We need immediate and effective solutions to
ensure our safety and restore our quality of life. As I said before, our rights should not be
trumped by the by another vulnerable community.

Thank you for your attention to this critical matter.

Shannon Stamps
  

Vancouver, WA 98660

From: Shannon Stamps <shannondennise@outlook.com>
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Sent: Tuesday, October 8, 2024 9:02 AM
To: citycouncil@cityvancouver.us <citycouncil@cityvancouver.us>
Cc: 

Subject: Re: Homelessness on Mill Plain Sound Wall in Vancouver Washington
Elected officials,

This is Shannon Stamps of 16th St. and Markle In Vancouver, Washington, reaching out again
regarding the homeless population in my area. This crisis So out of control that we do not even
have police driving down the streets of 16th to regularly monitor our area. I'm providing some
evidence to further illustrate why I tell you, I do not feel safe in my own home and why I share
that I feel that the homeless population is getting preferential treatment over me and my rights
as a tax pay home owning voting Democratic citizen.

As I shared in my testimony previously, I have the ring security system surrounding my home.
I have this on the most sensitive setting. It records any and every car that drives down 16th St
and anyone that walks down the sidewalk of 16th St.

I am currently out of town. I had a friend go over to my home yesterday to water my plants. In
the enclave, she discovered a man laying on the ground. She walked over to ask if he needed
assistance. He told her she he was OK. I have attached my ring camera footage, her video
footage of this and photos of this.

I cannot see into the enclave, but I can ensure you no police have driven past my home last
night or today so the man could very well still be laying in the enclave without any assistance.

We need a solution other than what is currently happening.

Thank you,

Shannon Stamps

From: Shannon Stamps 
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 5:08:22 PM
To: citycouncil@cityvancouver.us <citycouncil@cityvancouver.us>
Cc: 

Subject: Homelessness on Mill Plain Sound Wall in Vancouver Washington

Dear Members of the Vancouver City Council,

I am writing to express my deep disappointment with the recent decision regarding the
Mill Plain Sound Wall situation. Despite my testimony and repeated efforts to
communicate my safety concerns to my representatives in the 49th District, my
concerns have gone unanswered.

In response, I have now partnered with Clark County Matters and engaged them with my
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local Hough community to address this pressing safety issue the homeless
encampments are causing for the broader community at large.

Moving forward, I will document and share incidents related to the homeless
encampment with both the City Council and the 49th District representatives. In
addition to calling the police and reporting to HART. Please see attached video from
today. It is essential that the severity of the situation is fully understood by all
stakeholders, from all the vantage points, not only HARTs.

Please know that my actions are not rooted in a lack of compassion; on the contrary, I
invite you to verify my substantial financial contributions to Sharehouse and United Way,
which underscore my commitment to social welfare.

While my views generally align with liberal perspectives on social issues, the escalating
crisis, The City Manager and HART's inability to effectively manage it compel me to
prioritize practical solutions over emotional responses. If my professional department
were managed as the homelessness issue has been, accountability measures would
have been swiftly enacted. The Emergency Declaration went into effect November of
2023! That is dangerously close to one year.
I believe it may be time to consider a comprehensive overhaul of the strategies and
personnel involved in addressing homelessness in our community. We need a team
capable of executing effective solutions to improve the situation for all residents.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. I look forward to seeing meaningful progress
and am willing to assist in any constructive efforts toward this end.

Sincerely,

Shannon Stamps
Vancouver Resident and Homeowner
Registered Democrat

From: Shannon Stamps 
Sent: Monday, September 23, 2024 1:30 PM
To: Shannon Stamps <shannondennise@outlook.com>
Subject:
Download AttachmentAvailable until Oct 23, 2024
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Click to Download
IMG_2676.MOV

0 bytes

Sent from my iPhone
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Some people who received this message don't often get email from houghhomeless@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

From: Delapena, Amanda
To: Dollar, Sarah; Spinelli, Jamie
Subject: FW: Allowing fires and camp stoves in the Homeless Camp along the Mill Plain Sound Wall south of Hough
Date: Monday, October 28, 2024 8:02:00 AM
Attachments: IMG 20241026 0001.pdf

Good morning,
 
This came into the Council inbox.  Sarah, it sounds like this resident testified at Council
last week, so providing it for your records.
 
Amanda Delapena 
Executive Assistant to the Mayor and City Manager
 
From: Mary < > 
Sent: Saturday, October 26, 2024 1:27 PM
To: City Council <council@cityofvancouver.us>; Scarpelli, Heidi
<Heidi.Scarpelli@cityofvancouver.us>; Pluckhahn, Lon <Lon.Pluckhahn@cityofvancouver.us>; Young,
Jonathan <Jonathan.Young@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Re: Allowing fires and camp stoves in the Homeless Camp along the Mill Plain Sound Wall
south of Hough
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
 
On Sat, Oct 26, 2024 at 1:25 PM Mary < > wrote:

I have attached my testimony at the Oct 21, 2024 City Council Meeting about the safety of the
homeless, the safety of the Hough neighborhood, and the potential liability for the city. Any fires
by the homeless could easily spread because of the closeness of the tents to one another and the
many trees.
 
Thank you
 
Mary Cray
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October 24, 2024 
 
Mayor Anne McEnerny-Ogle 
Vancouver City Council  
City Manager Lon Pluckhahn 
City of Vancouver  
PO Box 1995  
Vancouver, WA 98668-1995 
 
Dear Mayor, Council and City Manager Pluckhahn: 
 

On behalf of private sector employers across our community, we are writing today to provide 
perspective to the City of Vancouver manager’s recommended 2025-2026 budget. We are providing 
written comment given minimal opportunity for dialogue or public comment until the public hearing 
process in November. 
 

Allow us to begin with expressing a sense of shared challenge. After a decade of sustained recovery 
from the Great Recession, we have spent the last four years enduring the first widespread 
pandemic in a century and the fastest runup in inflation and interest rates in a generation. These 
conditions have caused leaders across public and private sectors to scrutinize every dimension of 
their organizations – budgets, plans, commitments, staffing, operations, technology and capital 
investments. 
 

We were surprised to learn that the city’s normally conservative budgeting and planning fell short 
looking toward the next biennium, which we understand to be attributable to slower development, 
bargaining and inflation. Although always challenging, we appreciated the direction to explore 
budget rollbacks of 15 percent, with targets of 5 percent for police and fire services, in addition to 
exploring revenue possibilities, to make up for a $43M shortfall.  
 
Such rollbacks are understandable given that City of Vancouver staffing had grown by about 37 
percent over the past decade while population has grown at half that rate, or about 19 percent. 
However, it appears that the rollback of a net nine FTE or 27 budgeted FTEs, falls short of the 
adjustments warranted by the current budget shortfall and outlook. This is placing outsize pressure 
on non-staff programmatic expenditures to make up about half of the budget shortfall. At this stage, 
it is difficult to understand the tradeoffs or to explore whether a more narrowly focused set of 
priorities should be pursued. 
 

The recommended budget relies heavily on the deployment or expansion of six new revenue tools. 
Our concern is that the addition of these tools depletes flexibility for future challenges, hits the 
community relatively suddenly, and introduces revenue tools where there is minimal marketplace 
familiarity. Our community lacks familiarity and understanding of the impact of several tools such 
as a proposed 6% cable tax, commercial parking tax, entertainment tax and an arts and culture 
sales tax. 
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We are supportive of the city creating a bridge shelter to help ease the city’s homeless emergency 
conditions and recognize a nexus with business. We also appreciate that funding for the bridge 
shelter is conditional upon the project’s operation. However, we take exception that retail 
businesses would shoulder almost all the operating costs and be subject to double-taxation 
through both a business license surcharge “head tax” and introduction of a 0.1% B&O tax on retail 
sales. For 20 years, the business community has accepted a business license surcharge “head tax” 
as a more favorable tax alternative to a tax on gross revenue and one where council adopted an 
accelerated fee schedule through 2030 just two years ago. 
 

We also are supportive of Proposition 4, the VPD property tax levy lid lift and successive increases. 
We feel there is a strong case for bolstering our police ranks and for investing in public safety 
technology as our community grows. The city has identified and socialized needs over the past  
year, helping our community understand the merits of that plan. However, it is challenging to 
embrace this measure at the same time there are so many new revenue tools and fee adjustments 
under consideration. 
 

It is notable that Vancouver and southwest Washington face complex economic dynamics unlike 
other parts of the state because we share a metropolitan area with another state that has a 
different tax structure. It is difficult to fully predict the resulting economic environment for citizens 
and businesses. As examples, one might expect that additional tax burdens will result in more sales 
tax leakage, more climate-related challenges such as additional vehicle miles traveled, and slower 
housing and job development. 
 

Regrettably, the budget development schedule does not allow time for more dialogue and analysis 
around the benefits and consequences of various decisions, or to more completely discuss 
revenue and expenditure models in a granular manner. Nevertheless, on behalf of the private 
sector, we encourage council to direct staff to consider a more conservative plan overall, by 
proposing rollbacks more closely reflecting guidance from last spring and deploying fewer revenue 
tools at this time. We also advise keeping an open mind to reversing commitments to new revenue 
tools if the revenue outlook brightens or if actions through the state legislature supply more 
revenue tools. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
Mark Mantei, Chair    Ron Arp, President 
Identity Clark County    Identity Clark County 
 
Cc:  ICC Board of Directors 
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From: Wynn Grcich
To: Rebecca Messinger; Dollar, Sarah; Victorialeeferrer@gmail.com
Subject: Watch "Dr. Phil: What Are The Consequences of Defunding The Police? We Found Out | Dr. Phil Primetime" on

YouTube
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:05:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

https://youtu.be/vy08TFPXeuU?si=W-D9M6EGWhCy1gDO Please send to council members
and MELNICK. Put on public record and confirm that you did. Thanks from Wynn 
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From: Wynn Grcich
To: Rebecca Messinger; Dollar, Sarah
Subject: County Board of Health gets an earful on Covid-19 mandates - All Politics is Local
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:26:54 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

https://blogs.columbian.com/all-politics-is-local/county-board-of-health-gets-an-earful-on-
covid-19-mandates/      Please send to council members and MELNICK. Put on public record
and confirm that you did.  I want to know why Chairman Medvigy was so mad? Now he
claims there were no mandates in Clark County. Why doesn't MELNICK tell us about the
cures and tell the public the ingredients? You have the patents. I would like a response.
Thanks from Wynn 
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From: Wynn Grcich
To: Reform Clark County - Rob Anderson; Rebecca Messinger; Dollar, Sarah; Victorialeeferrer@gmail.com; Ken Vance
Subject: Covid
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 4:13:17 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

https://t.me/DrJudyMikovitsHealthSecrets/555.   Please send to council members and
MELNICK. Put on public record and confirm that you did. Thanks from Wynn 
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