
 

June 9, 2025  
Workshops: 3:30-6:00 p.m. 
Vancouver City Hall - Council Chambers - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA 
 
The City Council Meeting was held on 6/9/2025 at 3:30 PM in the Vancouver City Hall, 
Council Chambers 415 West 6th Street, Vancouver, WA 98660. 
 
Workshops were conducted in person in the Council Chambers of City Hall. Members 
of the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on 
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook 
page, or www.facebook.com/VancouverUS. 
 
View the CVTV video recording, including presentations and discussion, for workshops 
at: https://www.cvtv.org/vid_link/37965?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=5959 

 2025 First Supplemental Budget 
 (Approximately 45 minutes) 

 Shannon Olsen, Budget Manager, shannon.olsen@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Staff led Council through a discussion of the 2025 First Supplemental Budget. 
 
Councilmembers Fox and Stober were absent from the workshop. 
Councilmember Hansen was late to the workshop. 

 Housing Action Update 
 (Approximately 45 minutes, to immediately follow the previous workshop) 

 Patrick Quinton, Economic Development Director, 
patrick.quinton@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Staff led Council through a discussion of the Housing Action Update. 
 
Councilmembers Fox and Stober were absent from the workshop. 

 Off-Street Parking Minimums for Affordable Housing 
 (Approximately 1 hour, to immediately follow the previous workshop) 
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 Chim Chune Ko, Principal Project Manager, ChimChune.Ko@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Staff led Council through a discussion of the Off-Street Parking Minimums for 
Affordable Housing. 
 
Councilmembers Fox and Stober were absent from the workshop. 

Council Dinner / Administrative Updates (6:00 - 6:30 PM) 
  

Regular Council Meeting 
 
6:30 PM 
Vancouver City Hall - Council Chambers - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA 
 
This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with in person and remote viewing 
and participation over video conference utilizing a GoToMeeting platform. Members of 
the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on 
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/VancouverUS. Public access and testimony on Consent 
Agenda items and under the Community Forum were also facilitated in person and via 
the GoToMeeting conference call. 
 
Vancouver City Council meeting minutes are a record of the action taken by Council. 
To view the CVTV video recording, including presentations, testimony and discussion, 
for this meeting please visit: 
https://www.cvtv.org/vid link/37967?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=6593 
 
Electronic audio recording of City Council meetings are kept on file in the office of the 
City Clerk for a period of six years. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
  

Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
The regular meeting of the Vancouver City Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle. This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting, including 
both in person and remotely over video conference. 
 
Present:  Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Perez, Councilmember Fox, 
Councilmember Paulsen, Councilmember Hansen, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle 
 
Absent:  Councilmember Stober 
 
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Fox, and 
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Yes: 6, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to excuse Councilmember Stober from the meeting. 
Absent from vote: Councilmember Stober. 

Approval of Minutes 
  

  Minutes - May 19, 2025 
 
Motion by Councilmember Perez, seconded by Councilmember Harless, and 
Yes: 6, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve the May 19, 2025 Meeting Minutes. 
Absent from vote: Councilmember Stober. 

Proclamations 
  

 Juneteenth 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Karen Morrison, Founder 
and Senior Executive Director for Odyssey World International Education Services, 
proclaiming June 19, 2025, as Juneteenth. 

Community Communication 
This is the place on the agenda where the public is invited to speak to Council 
regarding any matter on the Agenda not already scheduled for Public Hearing. 
(Separate instructions are provided for offering testimony on Public Hearing when 
applicable.) This includes the option to testify about Workshops. Members of the public 
addressing Council are requested to give their name and city of residence for the audio 
record. Speakers are to limit their testimony to a total of three minutes for all items 
combined. RCW 42.17A.555 and City Council Policy 100-32 prohibit the use of public 
facilities to support or oppose any ballot measure, or to support or oppose any 
candidate for elective office. Any violation of these rules could result in a suspension of 
speaking privileges during public comment periods at City Council Meetings for 90 
days or longer for multiple offenses. 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened Community Communication and received testimony 
from the following community members regarding any matter on the agenda not 
scheduled for a Public Hearing: 
 

• Kimberlee Goheen Elbon, La Center, WA 
• Bruce Barnes, Vancouver 
• Carmen DeLeon, Vancouver 

 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle invited Natasha Ramras, Chief Financial Officer, to the table to 
provide additional information regarding the Arts Hub.  
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• Michelle Tan, Vancouver 
• Anna Cruz, Vancouver 
• Nancy Erckenbrack, Vancouver 
• Gina George, Vancouver 
• Elaine Pawski, Vancouver 
• Christine Richardson, Vancouver 
• Jackie Wood, Vancouver 
• Minh Pham, Vancouver 
• Jaynee Cavaness, Vancouver 

 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community 
Communication. 

Consent Agenda 
The following items will be passed by a single motion to approve all listed actions and 
resolutions. There will be no discussion on these items unless requested by Council. If 
discussion is requested, the item will be moved from the Consent Agenda and 
considered separately – after the motion has been made and passed to approve the 
remaining items. 
 
Council pulled item 4 for discussion. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Perez, and 
Yes: 6, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Items 1-3 and 5-8 on the Consent 
Agenda. Absent from vote: Councilmember Stober. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and Yes: 
6, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Item 4 on the Consent Agenda. Absent from 
vote: Councilmember Stober. 

1. Bid Award - 2025 Pavement Preservation Project - Bid ITB 25-26 

 Staff Report: 112-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, award a construction contract for the 2025 

Pavement Preservation Project to the lowest responsive and responsible 
bidder, Doolittle Construction LLC, Snoqualmie, Washington, at their bid 
price of $3,113,000, which includes Washington State sales tax, and 
authorize the City Manager, or designee, to execute the same. 

  Chris Sneider, Senior Civil Engineer, chris.sneider@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Motion approved the request. 
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2. Bid Award - Simpson & Thompson (S&T) Subbasins Retrofits - Bid #25-01 

 Staff Report: 113-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 

award a construction contract for the Simpson & Thompson (S&T) 
Subbasins Retrofits project to the lowest responsive and responsible 
bidder, Grade Werks Excavating LLC, Battle Ground, Washington, USA 
at its bid price of $1,661,263, and authorize the City Manager, or 
designee, to finalize and execute the same. 

  Ryan Paulsen, Civil Engineer, Ryan.Paulsen@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Motion approved the request. 

3. Contract Approval - New Public Works Operations Campus General 
Contractor/Construction Manager (GCCM), Skanska USA 

 Staff Report: 114-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 

enter into a preconstruction services contract with Skanska USA Building 
Inc. of Portland, OR with an hourly, not to exceed amount of $897,758 
and fixed fee specified general conditions of $2,331,834. 

  Jason Olson, Capital Projects Project Manager, 
Jason.Olson@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Motion approved the request. 

4. Contract - Safe Park Service Provider Contract Agreement with Live Love 
Outreach - C-101967 

 Staff Report: 115-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 

approve the professional services contract with Live Love Outreach of 
Vancouver, WA, and to authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 
execute a contract for delivery of supportive services and site 
management at city-sanctioned Safe Park Community. 

  Kimbra Ledbetter, Financial Analyst, 
Kimbra.Ledbetter@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Motion approved the request. 

5. Interlocal Agreement - Water Service Area Boundary Update 
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 Staff Report: 116-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 

finalize and execute an interlocal agreement between the City of 
Vancouver and Clark Public Utilities. 

  Nick Massey, Civil Engineer, Nick.Massey@cityofvancouver.us 
 
Motion approved the request. 

6. Interlocal Agreement - Fort Vancouver Regional Library District (“FVRLD”) 
for the Utilization of Video Production Services Provided by the City/County 
Cable Television Office 

 Staff Report: 117-25 
 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to 

finalize and execute the proposed interlocal agreement with the Fort 
Vancouver Regional Library District for the utilization of video production 
services provided by the City/County Cable Television Office. 

  Jim Demmon, Video Services Manager, Cary Driskell, Assistant City 
Attorney, jim.demmon@cityofvancouver.us, 
cary.driskell@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Motion approved the request. 

7. Urban Forestry Commission Appointment 
 
 Request: On Monday, Monday, June 9, 2025, appoint Lauren Danner and Heidi 

Mandler-Huff to full-term positions on the Urban Forestry Commission, 
with a term beginning June 30, 2025, and expiring June 30, 2029, and 
Ammaar Akhtar to a mid-term position, with a term beginning immediately 
and expiring June 30, 2026.  
 
Subcommittee 1 

    
Motion approved the request. 

8. Approval of Claim Vouchers 
 
 Request: Approve claim vouchers for June 9, 2025. 
 
Motion approved claim vouchers in the amount of $7,539,162.77. 

Public Hearings 
The following item(s) are scheduled for public hearing. Members of the public 
addressing Council are requested to give their name and city of residence for the audio 
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record. Unless otherwise announced by the Presiding Officer, speakers are to limit 
their testimony to three minutes for each public hearing. 
  

9. 2025 Charter Amendment - Election by Districts 

 Option A - A RESOLUTION to submit to the voters of the City of Vancouver a 
proposal to add Section 2.19 requiring the City Council to appoint a Districting 
Commission to divide the city into four voting districts of roughly equal population, 
have districted council candidates elected within their own district for both the 
primary and general elections, have two council candidates elected at-large, city-
wide, and have the Mayor elected city-wide. 
 
Option B - A RESOLUTION to submit to the voters of the City of Vancouver a 
proposal to add Section 2.19 requiring the City Council to appoint a Districting 
Commission to divide the city into four voting districts of roughly equal population, 
have districted council candidates nominated within their own district by the 
primary election and elected city-wide in the general election, have two council 
candidates elected at-large, city-wide, and have the Mayor elected city-wide. 
 
Staff Report: 118-25 

 
 Request: On Monday, June 9, 2025, adopt the resolution placing the proposed 

amendment to the City of Vancouver’s charter on the November 4, 2025, 
general election ballot. 

  Aaron Lande, Program and Policy Development Manager, 
aaron.lande@cityofvancouver.us 

 
Aaron Lande, Program and Policy Development Manager, provided an overview of the 
2025 Charter Amendment - Election by Districts. 
 
Council discussed the item briefly with staff. 
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from the 
following community members: 

• Kimberlee Goheen Elbon, La Center, WA 
• Siobhana McEwen, Vancouver 
• Bruce Barnes, Vancouver 
• Carmen DeLeon, Vancouver 

 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public hearing. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Harless, seconded by Councilmember Fox, and 
Yes: 5, No: 1, Abstaining: 0, to approve Option A, Resolution M-4339. Absent 
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from vote: Councilmember Stober. Mayor McEnerny-Ogle voted No. 
 
No Councilmember motioned to approve the Option B Resolution. Motion failed. 
Option B Resolution was not approved by the Council. 
 
Council agreed to allow Councilmembers to deviate from the Council compact and 
prepare pro and con statements for the ballot measure. 

Communications 
  

 A. From the Council 
  

 B. From the Mayor 
  

 C. From the City Manager 
  

  Amendments to Council Policy 100-06, Council Appointment of Community 
Members to Boards, Commission, Advisory Commissions and Work Groups 
 

 
Lisa Brandl, Deputy City Manager, discussed the Amendments to Council Policy 100-
06, Council Appointment of Community Members to Boards, Commission, Advisory 
Commissions and Work Groups. 

Adjournment 
 
8:19 p.m. 

  

  
  

Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor 
  
Attest:  
 
 
 
  

 

Natasha Ramras, City Clerk  
   
The written comments below are those of the submitter alone and are not 
representative of the views of CVTV or the City of Vancouver, its elected or appointed 
officials, or its employees. 
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much joy, art, culture, connections and community here in Vancouver, WA.

Please do not fail the local artists and groups of Vancouver.

WE NEED THE ARTS HUB! 

If you have any questions please reach out to me~

Thank you for your time,
Marianna Cruz

Vancouver Ballet Folklórico
Social Media Coordinator
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SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON EQUITY COALITION ∙P.O. BOX 2823 
VANCOUVER, WA ∙ 98682 

 

 

 

 

To: Vancouver City Council Members and Mayor 
Date: June 9th, 2025 
Re: June 9 Council Mee�ng Agenda Item #9 – 2025 Charter Amendment 
 

 

Dear Honorable City Council Members and Mayor, 
 
We, the undersigned organiza�ons led by and serving communi�es of color in the City of 
Vancouver, write to express our strong support for the adop�on of Option A — the resolu�on to 
implement district-based elec�ons for City Council representa�on in both the primary and 
general elec�on. 
 
Our city is vibrant and growing. While our current Council is the most diverse it has ever been, 
we believe that adop�ng district-based elec�ons is an essen�al next step toward advancing 
equitable access to leadership opportuni�es within our municipal government. 
You are uniquely posi�oned to understand one of the most significant barriers to civic 
par�cipa�on: the high cost of living in Vancouver rela�ve to prevailing wages in many local 
industries. You are also acutely aware of the substan�al financial burden that candidates face 
when seeking office through citywide campaigns. Though an outlier, Councilmember Stober’s 
2019 campaign cost $75,000 — nearly equivalent to Vancouver’s median household income. 
Moreover, as The Columbian recently reported, the most common job in Vancouver is that of a 
fast-food worker, followed closely by retail sales. While these sectors provide employment 
opportuni�es, many such posi�ons offer limited wages and benefits, making it difficult for 
workers to achieve economic stability. In this economic context, district-based elec�ons 
represent a cri�cal opportunity to lower financial barriers to candidacy, crea�ng a more level 
playing field and enabling a more representa�ve cross-sec�on of Vancouver residents to seek 
office. 
 
We further believe that district-based elec�ons will help ensure racially diverse representa�on 
on the Council. Between 2010 and 2020, Vancouver’s popula�on grew by 18%, from 161,791 to 
190,915 residents. Approximately 76% of this growth was among people of color, underscoring 
the city’s increasing diversity. Furthermore, the youth popula�on reflects this trend: a recent 
study indicates that 37% of individuals aged 0-19 in Clark County are people of color, sugges�ng 
that the city’s diversity will con�nue to grow in the coming years. Addi�onally, Census data for 
communi�es the City is considering annexing over the next decade indicates that the 
propor�on of people of color in Vancouver is very likely to increase further. 
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VANCOUVER, WA ∙ 98682 

 

 
Structural barriers to representa�on, however, persist. A recent report published by Washington 
Community Alliance states that, across Washington State, “men, older people, and white people 
have dispropor�onate electoral power that increases with each level.” The same report explains 
that 12,239 individuals have run for office in Washington since 2016, yet only 10.1% of them 
were people of color. The report further highlights that fewer than half of all individual contests 
on Washington ballots between 2016 and 2024 were contested — a sobering reminder of the 
significant advantage incumbents enjoy. In this environment, structural reforms such as district-
based elec�ons are a necessary correc�ve to ensure a more accessible and representa�ve 
electoral process. 
 
Currently, Vancouver’s at-large elec�on system can inadvertently dilute the voices of 
communi�es of color and low-income residents, who are geographically dispersed throughout 
the city. District-based elec�ons would promote more localized representa�on, enabling 
Councilmembers to develop a deeper understanding of the specific needs and priori�es of the 
communi�es they serve. This, in turn, would foster a more inclusive and responsive municipal 
government. 
 
Finally, district-based representa�on will enhance the effec�veness of Council as a whole. While 
Councilmembers elected from districts will remain responsible for the well-being of the en�re 
city, they will bring with them grounded knowledge and lived experience from the communi�es 
they represent. This localized exper�se – from communities across the city - will enrich Council 
delibera�ons, strengthen citywide policymaking, and contribute to a more cohesive and 
effec�ve governing body — one beter equipped to serve a dynamic and evolving Vancouver. 
For all of these reasons, we strongly urge you to adopt Option A and take this important step 
toward making Vancouver’s government more equitable, more accessible, and more 
representa�ve of the community it serves. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Southwest Washington Equity Coali�on 
Love and Jus�ce Alliance 
NAYA Family Center 
NAYA Ac�on Fund 
Odyssey World Interna�onal Educa�onal Services (OWIES) 
La�no Leadership Northwest 
Vancouver NAACP Branch 1139-B 
Southwest Washington League of United La�n American Ci�zens (LULAC) #47013 
Vancouver Metro League of United American La�n American Ci�zens (LULAC) #47026 
Fourth Plain Forward 
Vietnamese Community of Clark County 
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From: S C
To: City Council
Subject: theARTScentered
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 12:01:05 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I support theARTScentered providing the activities at the Vancouver Arts Hub. They provide events that are for the
entire community. An example are First Friday events, where the events are relevant to families while most if not all
the other venues are adult oriented.

Sharon Carsten
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sinks, and an affordable price.

theARTScentered has held first Friday events (May
and June) and currently hosts a show focusing on
fiber arts. One of our Guild members coordinated
this show, and several of our members are also
participating. This type of exposure is a tremendous
value to our Guild. The public is able to experience
the vast array of fiber art media and see work from
multiple artists.

In summary, theARTScentered efforts and facilities
are vital to the Columbia Fiberarts Guild. We
encourage your support of the current use of the
Arts Hub space.

Sincerely,
Brenda Marks
President, Columbia FiberArts Guild

Sent from my iPad
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Nicole Schmidt 
Creative Director
Schedule a 30, or 60 minute call

 x-701 sprout.partners
Love our work? Leave us a review.
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From: Michelle
To: City Council
Subject: Old Library Arts/Culture programs
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:44:11 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I just got back from another wonderful evening at the Arts Hub First Friday.  This venue is so rewarding to the
community with the variety of arts, artists,  and cultural groups who are presented. And I understand many of these
groups have also found a place here to develop their art, practice their dance, and connect with the community. The
woman who organizes all of this has established a very valuable contribution to our community. Keep it going!
Michelle

Sent from my iPad
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From: Sasha Nichelson
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:44:10 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City Council,

As a life long resident of Vancouver I am so excited about having an Art Hub in the former Fort Vancouver Library
building. I understand the city manager’s office has not released budgeted funding for the Interim Action Plan that
has been requested by Parks and Rec. I wholeheartedly ask City Council to direct the City Manager and CFO to
release the already budgeted funds to support this building and programs occurring in it.

This building and programs being managed by ArtsCentered are essential to the continued growth and vitality of
central Vancouver.

Thank you,
Sasha Nichelson

98663
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From: Sasha Nichelson
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 10:44:10 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City Council,

As a life long resident of Vancouver I am so excited about having an Art Hub in the former Fort Vancouver Library
building. I understand the city manager’s office has not released budgeted funding for the Interim Action Plan that
has been requested by Parks and Rec. I wholeheartedly ask City Council to direct the City Manager and CFO to
release the already budgeted funds to support this building and programs occurring in it.

This building and programs being managed by ArtsCentered are essential to the continued growth and vitality of
central Vancouver.

Thank you,
Sasha Nichelson

98663
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I am writing to express strong support for the inclusion of budgeted funds for urgent repairs 
and upgrades to the Arts Center.  I am a retired contract illustrator/artist, and a retired 
adjunct private art university professor, and as such know the importance of community 
among the arts and artists, and proper venues for them to gather for classes, practice, 
visual arts shows for the public to attend, interaction, workshops, etc.  
 
The Arts Center (The Hub) is the perfect solution to the needs of artists.  I belong to the 
Freemodel Artists Guild, Society of Washington Artists, and Southwest Washington 
Watercolor Society.  It is difficult for many of the artists groups in this area to find venues 
suitable to our needs.  Speaking for the Freemodel Artists Guild, we are a drawing group 
made up of many retirees and older workers.  We have had difficulty finding places to meet 
and draw that provide what the Arts Center has: space, good lighting, a model’s stand, 
restroom facilities, and parking as well as accessibility to those with mobility issues. 
 
Arts groups offer many benefits to the community. They encourage participation, creativity, 
friendships, exchanges of ideas, and engage the public.  They attract people who are 
looking for social engagement and learning opportunities. Arts groups also promote the 
diversity of cultures and inclusion. An established arts community will attract people from 
this area and from out of town to our center. It will become a destination. 
 
I am a visual artist and instructor and can promise you that art is therapeudic.  It both 
relaxes and energizes us, helps us express our thoughts and feelings, promotes emotional 
well-being, and gives joy to us and our viewers.  
 
I would believe that adding a line item to the budget to make repairs to the art center will 
provide a long-term benefit to Vancouver.  Use of that facility will grow, and its reputation 
can attract more visitors to enjoy our region. 
 
I urge you to consider the far-reaching benefits that the arts center would bring to the city. 
Thank you for your time and dedication to making our city a more vibrant and welcoming 
place. 
 
Thank you, 
Diana Thewlis 
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Minh Pham

President of the Vietnamese Community of Clark County

(I have registered to testify at the council meeting tonight but I just want to make sure my
message can get to the city council.)
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If you no longer wish to receive these emails, please reply to this email with 'unsubscribe' in the
subject line.
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From: Tracy Hill
To: City Council
Subject: Funding Support: Community Center for Arts & Culture
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 8:56:08 AM

[You don't often get email from net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I want to voice my support for funding and interim funding of the community center for the arts in the old
Vancouver library building.

What a wonderful use of the library building this is, and what a marvelous hub for local artists, musicians, dancers,
and more this group is creating! I have taken a couple of art classes there, and I look forward to continuing
engagement with a thriving art & culture community in that space.

It is important for Vancouver to nurture and enrich its own creative culture, not only for the residents to participate
in and enjoy, but to encourage tourism and define Vancouver as a vibrant city with much to offer.

I encourage the city council to provide interim funding to support the arts center during the period of waiting for the
building renovation, as well as afterwards. It would be a shame to discourage the momentum of this cultural
development project that brings so much to our city.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Tracy Hill
Vancouver resident

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Susan Dingle
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub interim Activation Funding Support
Date: Sunday, June 8, 2025 10:31:44 PM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As Clark County Poet Laureate (2024-2027) I am writing to express support for interim activation funding for the
Arts Hub.
Having led poetry events at the Arts Hub and having attended First Friday programs there, I have seen how the Arts
Hub provides an invaluable resource for the entire community, with innovative programs highlighting the many arts
communities and projects in our area.
People of all ages and generations meet here in events that nurture, support, strengthen and build connections and
friendships that benefit our multi-faceted community, thanks to the Arts Hub and the leadership of Christine
Richardson and her creative team.
The Arts Hub creates opportunities for people in Vancouver and beyond to grow and share in every artistic medium
including performance, music, dance. It is a joy to see people of all ages—students, teachers, artists and families—
exploring new worlds together.
And the Arts Hub is still in its first phase! With continued funding support, the Arts Hub will flourish and continue
its dynamic, innovative arts programming.
The creative community finds a home at the Arts Hub. Our combined talents and energies blossom here. With your
continued financial support, the Arts Hub will become known as a destination for arts education and multi-media
programming—a place where art is celebrated and communities joyfully combine.
Thank you for listening to a grateful and involved member of the arts community!
Best,
Susan Dingle
Clark County Poet Laureate (2024-2027)

Sent from my iPhone
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June 9, 2025 
 
To the Vancouver City Council: 
 
The Fort Vancouver Pipe Band supports continued funding for the current activation of 
the Arts Hub building.  
 
What an incredible concept this building has been, making space available to arts 
endeavors along with the unwavering support of Christine Richardson. That our band 
shares in using the space with many other groups makes it even more of a positive 
community experience. 
 
The arts building directly enables our band to continue to contribute to the art and culture 
of our community. We are becoming a stronger musical group simply because we have 
this exceptionally good and reliably available location to practice. By meeting in this 
building, we have better practices without distractions. We have found that this rehearsal 
space is much better for our band than any place we have had in the past 25-year history, 
even in its present state under renovation. 
 
It represents new life for our band. Over the past year, several new members have joined 
us at our practices to learn to play the bagpipes, growth that we need if we are to continue 
to be able to give performances. We attribute this directly to our access to this building. 
That is why this space is especially important right now, because these new students 
might drop out if they do not have a consistent place to gather to practice.  
 
We firmly believe the Arts Hub is our future, not only for our band, but for the arts in 
Vancouver. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Tim McLaren, President,  
Fort Vancouver Pipe Band 
 
 
 
 

Fort Vancouver Pipe Band 
 
Tim McLaren President  11314 NE 36th Ave, Vancouver, WA  98686 
drtmclaren@msn.com   
Band website:  www.fortpipeband.org 
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peculiar to art styles The
Art Center has a number
of rooms that are well
configured and flexible
for art expression,
meetings and exhibits.
That same experience is
hard to find at other
venues.

By being in a centralized
location various groups
can interact with other
groups, expand horizons
and cross pollinate ideas.
A well established arts
community will attract
people from out of town
to our city. We at the
Freemodel Artists Guild
have teamed with other
groups in the vicinity in
joint efforts. Such mutual
efforts create great
camaraderie. Enthusiasm
is mutual and contagious.
Further the styles and
expression of each group
open up new ideas and
opportunities produce
improvement. Being able
to experience a diversity
of approaches has made
our joint efforts grand
successes.
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I see the Arts Center as
also providing a
destination for many
individuals and
promoting . emotional
wellbeing. It gets people
out of their houses and
into social interaction. I
have heard more than a
few of our members
remark that having
drawing sessions at safe
and accessible locations
gets them motivated to
get out. In these days of
internet and the
loneliness of computers
screens, communities
need places that enable
and attract personal
interaction and self
expression. At Freemodel
we encourage artists of
all experience levels and
all techniques to join us.

With the Fort Vancouver
and the Pearson Air
Museum being just a
short, walkable distance,
both culture and history
mingle. What a great
opportunity that
Vancouver can spur
visitors by placing art and
history so close together.
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So we should do what we
can to maximize that
experience and benefit all
efforts. We are fortunate
in the rich fabric of
cultures in our
community. And for our
art group the
intermingled cultures
enhances our experience
and enable us to explore
different cultures through
our artists and models.

I would believe that
adding a line item to the
budget to make repairs to
the art center will provide
long term benefit to
Vancouver. Use of that
facility will only grow
and its reputation can
attract more visitors to
enjoy our region.

I urge you to consider the
far-reaching benefits that
the arts center would
bring to the city. Thank
you for your time and
dedication to making our
city a more vibrant and
welcoming place

Gary Alexander
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Sent from my iPhone
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Please do not put the brakes on such a good thing. Thank you for giving this matter hard
thought and voting yes to move forward.
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Since being in this amazing community space, we have been able to grant scholarships to
several students who wouldn’t otherwise be able to dance. We also held a free Boy’s
Beginning Ballet class, opening up the door and introducing ballet to a completely new
demographic of students. We want to introduce dance to as many students as we can.

Dance changes lives, and should never be gate kept. Being in a space that fits our small budget
has allowed us to do what we set out to do when we began— offer dance to anyone who wants
it. 

Finances and gatekeeping should never be barriers to exposing our youth to the performing
arts, and with your continued funding for the current activation of the Arts Hub building,
Cottage Dance Academy can make sure that remains a reality in our community.

Heidi Mason

Owner, Cottage Dance Academy
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Reprise Choir, Co-Founder/Co-Director
www.reprisechoirsings.org
Member of Chor Anno
www.choranno.org

Additional online info in support of cities having dedicated arts spaces:

Communities benefit significantly from arts centers, which serve as cultural hubs, fostering
creativity, community engagement, and economic growth. They provide access to art for all,
promote cultural diversity, and offer spaces for artistic expression and collaboration.

Here's a more detailed look at the benefits:

1. Cultural Enrichment and Diversity:

Arts centers celebrate and showcase diverse cultural expressions, providing
opportunities for individuals to experience different art forms and cultures.

They offer a platform for artists from various backgrounds to exhibit their work and share
their talents.

This exposure fosters understanding, appreciation, and respect for diverse cultures
within the community.

2. Community Building and Social Cohesion:

Arts centers create spaces where people can interact and connect through shared
artistic experiences, fostering social cohesion.

They provide opportunities for collaboration, engagement, and participation in
community art projects, building a sense of belonging and collective identity.

Art can transcend differences and bring people together, creating a sense of community.

3. Economic Development:

Arts centers can be a significant draw for tourism, generating revenue and supporting
local businesses.

They create jobs for artists, educators, and support staff, contributing to the local
economy.

The arts sector has a substantial impact on GDP and international trade.

4. Personal and Creative Growth:

Arts centers offer a wide range of programs and classes for all ages, promoting creativity,
self-expression, and skill development.

They provide a safe and supportive environment for individuals to explore their artistic
talents and overcome challenges.

Participation in the arts can improve mental health, self-esteem, and social-emotional
development.

5. Educational Benefits:

Arts education can enhance academic performance, critical thinking skills, and creativity
in students.
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It can also prepare students for higher education and careers by fostering a love for
learning and innovation.

Arts centers can partner with schools to provide students with unique learning
experiences.
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From: Michele Hanlon
To: City Council
Cc: C Richardson
Subject: Arts Hub Interim Activation Funding Support
Date: Sunday, June 8, 2025 9:16:42 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Vancouver WA City Council,

Continued funding and support for the Arts Hub is essential to our community. Since its
inception, the Arts Hub has attracted community members, cultural arts groups, and artists
from across the county, along with individuals who appreciate the arts and wish to engage with
our rich and varied creative population. The Arts Hub exemplifies how the City of Vancouver
can successfully implement a project that is truly driven by community input and thrives
because it meets the actual needs of our residents. There is a clear demand in Vancouver for
spaces that foster creativity and cater to the interests of our creative changemakers, and the
Arts Hub is a significant step toward fulfilling this need.

I am affiliated with Artstra, a 501(C)3 organization with a fifteen-year history of supporting the
arts in Vancouver and Clark County. The Arts Hub serves as an important meeting place for
Artstra and caters to the individual needs of several of our board members, many of whom are
artists and makers.

The Arts Hub has already significantly contributed to the livability of our City and County. It
offers training and workshops in dance and visual arts, hosts performances and events, and
provides a venue for poetry readings and public meetings such as the recent Inspire WA
presentation. It is so much more than a performing arts center and serves our community in
ways that compliment the services that a performing arts center can provide. First Friday
presentations have celebrated unique groups of talented artists, highlighting the dynamic
cultural landscape of SW Washington. The Arts Hub is home to dragon dancers, Vancouver
Ballet Folklorico, Cottage Dance, martial arts classes, a bagpipe band, and more. Individual
artists, including composers, piano teachers, and choreographers, also utilize the facility. By
continuing to fund the Arts Hub, the City of Vancouver will contribute to a strong and thriving
arts and culture presence and continue to build a healthy and complete ecosystem for the arts.
Do not miss this opportunity to support and develop a truly special and unique cultural space.

With Urgency,

Michele Hanlon
Artstra, Chair
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From: Carol Heirigs
To: City Council
Subject: ArtsCentered
Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025 1:32:50 PM

[You don't often get email from c . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

We would like to let you know what a great addition the ArtsCentered facility is to the Vancouver community. The
building is offering local creatives a place to meet and to have the opportunity for learning. The building also hosts
the most amazing gathering of fiber artists…last night’s gathering was an absolute delight! Christine and her crew
are to be commended for their work and certainly deserve the continued support of the city of Vancouver.  Mark and
Carol Heirigs
Be strong. Be brave. Be kind.

Sent from Carol’s iPad
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From: Bryan Stewart
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub Interim Activation Funding Support
Date: Saturday, June 7, 2025 7:51:08 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Council,

Please continue funding the Arts Hub building.  As a bagpiper for the Fort Vancouver Pipe Band, we represent the
city of Vancouver and need a place to practice.  This building supports our city’s bagpipe and drum band and many
other artists.  Without this support, we would not be able to continue our band’s work.

Sincerely,
Bryan Stewart

US Army Retired
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From: Sadie Gregg
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub Interim Activation Funding Support
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 11:52:06 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To the City Council and whom it may concern,

I write to urge the council to continue the funding of the Arts Hub in downtown Vancouver. This cultural and
community center has been a wonderful space in which to gather and enjoy all the traditions our community has to
offer. I love being able to see visual arts, watch traditional Mexican folk dance, and enjoy beautiful local musicians
all in downtown Vancouver. This space has also been essential in helping my group, Opera on Tap, bring classical
music to the community in a relaxed and friendly setting. In our current political climate, it is more important than
ever to support arts and culture in our communities. Vancouver's continued financial support of this space is
essential. Let's keep arts and culture accessible to all our community through funding the Arts Hub.

Sincerely,

Sadie Gregg

Opera on Tap
Vancouver, WA
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From: Chloe Mason
To: City Council
Subject: Arts Hub Interim Activation Funding Support
Date: Monday, June 9, 2025 11:47:08 AM

[You don't often get email from . Learn why this is important at
https://aka ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Vancouver City Council,

Continued funding of the Arts Hub building is so very important to many different arts groups in the area, but for me
personally it is so important for my small studio Cottage Dance Academy to call our home. I am the artistic director
of the studio and having such a big beautiful space for my dancers is such a blessing, as we do not have our own
space to hold classes in. We aim to give any body that can move the space to dance and without the Arts Hub
building, I wouldn’t be able to share my love of dance with my students. Since entering this space, we have had
more opportunities to bring to our dancers, and with continued funding to the current activation of the Arts Hub
building, I will be able to keep sharing those opportunities with my students and Cottage Dance Academy can have
a home.
Chloë Mason
Artistic Director of Cottage Dance Academy
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