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Building/Fire Code Board Meeting Agenda 
February 12, 2026 
2:00 PM 
City Hall 
Aspen Room 
415 W. 6th St 
Vancouver, WA 98660 

 

 
1. Call to Order - Commission Chair 

 

a. BFCC Notice 
 

2. Legislative Background - Assistant City Attorney 
 

 
a. BFCC Hearing - Single Stair Alternate 

 
3. Technical Code Presentation - Building Official and Fire 

Marshal 
 

a. Multifamily Single Stair Alternate 
 

4. Commission Questions - Building Official and Fire 
Marshal 

 

5. Public Comment 
 

6. Commission Deliberation, Recommendation, andAction 
 

Members 
 

Nathan Morris 
Adrienne Linton 
David Wulbers 

Michael Williams 
Matt Chaika 
John Gentry 

Jimmy Stewart 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Development 
415 W. 6th Street 

Vancouver, WA - 
 

 

www.cityofvancouver.us 
 

 
 

Community Forum Instructions 
The public is invited to speak regarding any issue. Members of the public testifying are asked to limit testimony to 
three minutes. There are two ways to provide comments: 

 
1. Writing: Public comments can be submitted in writing (name, address, contact  information and comments)  

via email to sree.thirunagari@cityofvancouve.rus by noon on the day of the meeting. 
2. In Person: Pre-register by phone at 360-487-7837 or email sree.thirunagari@cityofvancouver.us by 5pm the 

day before the meeting or fill out a Public Comment form in person prior to the start of the Community 
Communications portion of the meeting. 

 
 
 

City Hall is served by C-TRAN. Route information and schedules are available online at www.c-tran .com. You also 
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may reach C-TRAN at (360) 695-0123 for more information on times, fares, and routes. 
 

Anyone needing language interpretation services or accommodations with a disability at a Vancouver City 
Council meeting may contact the City Manager's staff at (360) 487-8600 (RELAY: 711). Assistive listening 
devices and live Closed Captioning are available for the deaf,  hard of hearing and general public use.  Please 
notify a staff person if  you wish to use one of the devices. Every attempt at reasonable accommodation will be  
made.  To request  this agenda in another format, please also contact the phone numbers listed above.  
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P.O. Box 1995  |  Vancouver, WA 98668-1995  |  360-487-8000  |  TTY: 711  •  cityofvancouver.us 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING OF THE CITY OF VANCOUVER BUILDING AND FIRE CODE 
COMMISSION 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Building and Fire Code Commission (BFCC) will hold a public 
hearing on Thursday, February 12, 2026, at Vancouver City Hall, Aspen Conference Room, 415 W 
6th Street, from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
The City’s Building Official and Fire Marshal are requesting a BFCC meeting and public hearing to 
review a proposed building code alternate that would permit single-stair design within the City of 
Vancouver. The proposed alternate would become effective March 1, 2026, and would apply to 
multifamily buildings not exceeding six stories, provided they meet specific code criteria. 
 
The proposed code path is consistent with SB 5491 (2023), the Washington State Building Code, 
Appendix Q, and Seattle Building Code single-stair provisions. 
 
BFCC Agenda 
 
2:00 PM: Call to Order – Commission Chair 
 
1. Legislative Background – Assistant City Attorney 
2. Technical Code Presentation – Building Official and Fire Marshal 
3. Commission Questions – Building Official and Fire Marshal 
4. Public Comment 
5. Commission Deliberation, Recommendation, and Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vancouver City Hall is served by C-TRAN routes. Bus schedules are available at City Hall and other 
public buildings. For information on routes, times, and fares, please contact C-TRAN at 360-695-0123. 
Citizens wishing to join the meeting virtually may do so via Microsoft Teams by contacting Diana 
Quiroga no later than 10:00 AM on the day of the hearing. Diana can be reached at 360-487-7836 or 
by email at diana.quiroga@cityofvancouver.us. 

Page 3 of 11



BFCC hearing 

Single Stair Code Alternate

February 12th, 2026

Sree Thirunagari Heidi Scarpelli
Building Official Fire Marshal

Philip Gigler
Assistant City Attorney
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Legislative Background
• Senate Bill 5491 was passed in the 2023-2024 legislative session 

and became a law effective July 23, 2023. The bill legalizes single-
stair multifamily buildings up to six stories. It requires the State 
Building Code Council (SBCC) to develop recommendations for these 
buildings and adopt the changes by July 2026.

• The recommendations must include considerations for adequate and 
available water supply, the presence and response time of a 
professional fire department, and any other provisions necessary to 
ensure public health, safety, and general welfare.

2    BFCC Hearing.  Single Stair Alternate
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Why Single Stair Option
• Legislative requirement: SB 5491 directive to implement alternate single 

stair standards.
• Design Flexibility: Additional design options for architects and builders.
• Space Efficiency: Reduces building footprint and circulation space.

3    BFCC Hearing. Single exit code alternate
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State Building Code Council process
• Existing Appendix Q is based on Seattle’s single exit code provision.
• Seattle’s single exit code path for 6-story buildings has been in place since 

the mid-1970s.
• As required by SB 5491, the Technical Advisory Group is reviewing and 

updating Appendix Q.
• Code update process is in the final stages. No change to key code provisions.
• Final copy is expected to be published around June 2026.
• Once adopted, single exit design option becomes mandatory statewide (with 

limited exemptions).

4    BFCC Hearing. Single exit code alternate
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Single exit code alternate
Base code requirement: 
Two exit stairways are required for buildings that are more than 3 stories in 
height.

Single exit code alternate:
Can be approved with a single stairway.
Additional fire-life safety requirements will apply-
The stair enclosure shall be pressurized

 
5    BFCC Hearing. Single exit code alternate
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Discussion and Commission action

6  BFCC Hearing.  Single Exit Code Alternate
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