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l! City Council Meeting Minutes
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CITY OF ”J Vancouver City Hall | Council Chambers | 415 W. 6th St.
PO Box 1995 | Vancouver, WA 98668-1995
Varlcouvel' cityofvancouver.us

WASHINGTON

Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor « Bart Hansen - Ty Stober « Erik Paulsen - Sarah J. Fox - Diana H. Perez - Kim D. Harless

April 6, 2026
Workshops: 4:30-6:00 p.m.

Vancouver City Hall - Aspen Room - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA

The City Council Meeting was held on 4/6/2026 at 4:30 PM in the Vancouver City Hall,
Aspen Room 415 West 6th Street, Vancouver, WA 98660.

Workshops were conducted in person in the Aspen Room of City Hall. Members of the
public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook
page, or www.facebook.com/VancouverUS.

View the CVTV video recording, including presentations and discussion, for workshops
at: httos:.//www.cvtv.org/video/city-council-workshops-04-06-26-202604 1000/

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy
(Approximately 30 minutes, to immediately follow the previous workshop)

Stacey Dalgaard, Policy Analyst, Stacey.Dalgaard@cityofvancouver.us

Staff led Council through a discussion of the Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Strategy.
Councilmembers Harless and Fox were absent from the workshop.

Development Activity Update
(Approximately 1 hour, to immediately follow the previous workshop)

Patrick Quinton, Economic Development Director,
patrick.quinton@cityofvancouver.us

Staff led Council through a discussion of the Development Activity Update.
Councilmember Harless and Fox were absent from the workshop.

Council Dinner / Executive Session Re: Potential Litigation RCW 42.30.110(i)(iii)
(6:00 - 6:30 PM)


https://www.cvtv.org/video/city-council-workshops-04-06-26-2026041000/
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Mayor McEnerny-Ogle announced the Council would be entering into executive
session from 6:00-6:30 p.m. to discuss Potential Litigation.

Roll was taken during the Executive Session.

Present: Councilmember Perez, Councilmember Paulsen, Councilmember Stober,
Councilmember Hansen, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle

Absent: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox

The absences of Councilmembers Harless and Fox were excused.

Regular Council Meeting

6:30 PM
Vancouver City Hall - Aspen Room - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver WA

This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with in person and remote viewing
and participation over video conference utilizing a GoToMeeting platform. Members of
the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the live broadcast on
www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook
page, www.facebook.com/VancouverUS. Public access and testimony on Consent
Agenda items and under the Community Forum were also facilitated in person and via
the GoToMeeting conference call.

Vancouver City Council meeting minutes are a record of the action taken by Council.
To view the CVTV video recording, including presentations, testimony and discussion,
for this meeting please visit: https.//www.cvtv.org/video/vancouver-city-council-04-06-
26-2026041001/

Electronic audio recording of City Council meetings are kept on file in the office of the
City Clerk for a period of six years.

Pledge of Allegiance

Call to Order and Roll Call

The regular meeting of the Vancouver City Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle. This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting, including
both in person and remotely over video conference.

Present: Councilmember Perez, Councilmember Paulsen, Councilmember Stober,
Councilmember Hansen, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle

Absent: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox
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Motion by Councilmember Stober, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to excuse Councilmembers Harless and Fox from
the meeting. Absent from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox.

Approval of Minutes

Minutes - February 17, 2026

Motion by Councilmember Perez, seconded by Councilmember Stober, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to amend the agenda to excuse Councilmember
Hansen from the meeting. Absent from vote: Councilmember Harless,
Councilmember Fox.

Motion by Councilmember Stober, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve the Minutes of February 17, 2026, as
amended. Absent from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox.

Minutes - February 23, 2026

Motion by Councilmember Perez, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve the Minutes of February 23, 2026. Absent
from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox.

Minutes - March 2, 2026

Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Hansen, and
Yes: 3, No: 0, Abstaining: 2, to approve the Minutes of March 2, 2026. Absent
from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox. Councilmembers
Stober and Perez abstained from the vote.

Minutes - March 16, 2026

Motion by Councilmember Perez, seconded by Councilmember Hansen, and
Yes: 3, No: 0, Abstaining: 2, to approve the Minutes of March 16, 2026. Absent
from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox. Councilmembers
Stober and Paulsen abstained from the vote.

Minutes - March 23, 2026

Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Perez, and
Yes: 3, No: 0, Abstaining: 2, to approve the Minutes of March 23, 2026. Absent
from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox. Councilmembers
Hansen and Stober abstained from the vote.

Proclamations

Arbor Day

Page 3 of 10 — Vancouver City Council Meeting Minutes — April 6, 2026



Docusign Envelope ID: E2732708-17B8-45A2-AA4A-8315BF2F9D71

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Jess Durfee, Urban
Forestry Commissioner, and Charles Ray, Urban Forestry Supervisor for the City of
Vancouver, proclaiming April 8, 2026, as Arbor Day.

Java House Recognition

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Lonnie and Cora
Chandler, Java House Owners and Operators, to recognize the Java House for their
many years of dedication of serving the community.

Community Development Week

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Kimberly Kerlee, Housing
Project Planner for the City of Vancouver, and Tasha Slater, Senior Housing Planner
for the City of Vancouver, proclaiming April 6-10, 2026, as Community Development
Week.

Community Communication

This is the place on the agenda where the public is invited to speak to Council
regarding any matter on the Agenda not already scheduled for Public Hearing.
(Separate instructions are provided for offering testimony on Public Hearing when
applicable.) This includes the option to testify about Workshops. Members of the public
addressing Council are requested to give their name and city of residence for the audio
record. Speakers are to limit their testimony to a total of three minutes for all items
combined.

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened Community Communication and received testimony
from the following community members regarding any matter on the agenda not
scheduled for a Public Hearing:

e Bruce Barnes, Vancouver

There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community
Communication.

Consent Agenda

The following items will be passed by a single motion to approve all listed actions and
resolutions. There will be no discussion on these items unless requested by Council. If
discussion is requested, the item will be moved from the Consent Agenda and
considered separately — after the motion has been made and passed to approve the
remaining items.

Motion by Councilmember Hansen, seconded by Councilmember Stober, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Items 1-10 on the Consent Agenda.
Absent from vote: Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox.
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1. Construction Acceptance - Shin Etsu Handotai (SEH) Pump Station
Improvements

Staff Report: 067-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, accept the Shin Etsu Handotai (SEH) pump
station improvements project and authorize release of bond, subject to
receipt of all documentation required by law.

Frank Dick, Wastewater Treatment Program Manager, Catherine Morey,
Civil Engineer, frank.dick@cityofvancouver.us,
Catherine.Morey@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.

2. Utility Easement Release - 615 W. 6th Street

Staff Report: 068-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to
sign the attached utility easement release for 615 West 6th Street on
parcel number 49360000.

Sasha Vassev, Associate Project Planner, Kris Olinger, Utility
Engineering Program Manager, Sasha.Vassev@cityofvancouver.us,
kris.olinger@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.
3. Bid Award - NE Royal St & 81st Ave Water Main Replacement - ITB 26-6

Staff Report: 069-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, award a construction contract for NE Royal St
& 81st Ave Water Main Replacement Project to the lowest responsive
and responsible bidder, Halme Excavating of Battle Ground, Washington,
at their bid price of $353,078.85, which includes Washington State sales
tax, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to finalize and execute the
contract and authorize any legal action necessary to enforce the terms of
the same.

Reed Crosson, Civil Engineer 1, Mehrin Selimgir, Water Engineering
Manager, Reed.Crosson@cityofvancouver.us,
Mehrin.Selimgir@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.
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4. Bid Award - West Vancouver Phase 1 Sanitary Sewer Improvements and Alki
Road Water Main Replacement - ITB26-13

Staff Report: 070-26

Request: On Monday, March 16, 2026, award a construction contract for West
Vancouver Phase 1 Sewer Improvements and Alki Rd Water
Replacement Project to the lowest responsive bidder, Advanced
Excavating Specialists, LLC, of Kelso, WA, at the bid price of
$2,245,532.69, which includes Washington State Sales tax, and
authorize the City Manager, or designee, to finalize and execute the
contract and authorize any legal action necessary to enforce the terms of
the same.

Sheryl Hale, Engineering Manager, sheryl.hale@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.

5. Bid Award - Marine Park Wastewater Treatment Facility Headworks
Equipment Replacement - ITB 26-9

Staff Report: 071-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, award a construction contract for Marine Park
wastewater treatment facility headworks equipment replacement project
to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, Prospect Construction,
Inc. of Puyallup, WA, at their bid price of $3,827,214.08, which includes
Washington State sales tax, and authorize the City Manager, or
designee, to finalize and execute the contract and authorize any legal
action necessary to enforce the terms of the same.

Gavin Zirkel, Civil Engineer, Frank Dick, Wastewater Treatment Program
Manager, Gavin.Zirkel@cityofvancouver.us,
frank.dick@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.
6. Interlocal Agreement - City of Vancouver and Clark County Corrections

Staff Report: 072-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to
finalize and execute an Interlocal Agreement with Clark County
Correction Services for offender restitution crew labor/maintenance
services.
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Michael Cero, Operations Superintendent,
michael.cero@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.

7. Cooperative Purchasing Agreement - Landscape Structures
Staff Report: 073-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to
amend Contract C-102205 between the City of Vancouver and
Landscape Structures Inc. to approve spending above $300,000 without
a specific limit, and; authorize the City Manager to take any legal action
necessary to enforce the terms of the same. The City of Vancouver
piggybacks on the terms of the contract between Landscape Structures
and Sourcewell (Sourcewell Contract #101625-LSl), which provides
discount pricing for play equipment, shade, shelters, splash play, site
furnishings and playground surfacing purchased from Landscape
Structures, Delano MN, for the life of the contract.

Terry Snyder, Park Development Manager, David Perlick, Director of
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services,
Terry.Snyder@cityofvancouver.us, david.perlick@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.

8. Collective Bargaining Agreement - Vancouver Police Officers Guild 2026-
2028

Staff Report: 074-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, authorize the City Manager, or designee, to
sign the collective bargaining agreement with the Vancouver Police
Officers Guild for 2026—2028.

Robert Prociak, People and Labor Strategy Manager, Antoinette
Gasbarre, Human Resources Director, Rob.Prociak@cityofvancouver.us,
Antoinette.Gasbarre@cityofvancouver.us

Motion approved the request.

9. Right-of-way Telecommunications Franchise Ordinance Agreement for
Mashell Telecom, Inc. doing Business as Lightcurve

AN ORDINANCE relating to management of the public rights-of-way, granting to
Mashell Telecom, Inc. d/b/a Lightcurve and its affiliates (“Grantee”), a corporation
(collectively “Parties”), a non-exclusive and revocable Franchise to install, operate
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and maintain a telecommunication system in, on, over, upon, along, and across
Public Ways of the City of Vancouver, Washington(“City”), establishing certain
rights, duties, terms, and conditions with respect to the Franchise; and setting an
effective date and conditions. Grantee and City are sometimes collectively referred
to as the “Parties.”

Staff Report: 075-26
Request: On April 6, 2026, advance the ordinance on first reading, setting a date
for second reading and public hearing on May 11, 2026.

Aaron Lande, Assistant City Manager, Cary Driskell, Assistant City
Attorney, aaron.lande@cityofvancouver.us,
cary.driskell@cityofvancouver.us

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.

Motion approved the request.

10. Approval of the Claim Vouchers
Request: Approve claim vouchers for April 6, 2026.

Motion approved claim vouchers in the amount of $30,806,324.25.

Public Hearings

The following item(s) are scheduled for public hearing. Members of the public
addressing Council are requested to give their name and city of residence for the audio
record. Unless otherwise announced by the Presiding Officer, speakers are to limit
their testimony to three minutes for each public hearing.

11. First Supplemental Budget

AN ORDINANCE relating to the 2025-26 Biennial Budget and making
supplemental appropriations in various funds needed to meet certain necessary
expenditures to be incurred in 2025-26 which were not and could not reasonably
have been foreseen at the time of adoption of the 2025-26 Budget; declaring an
emergency and providing for an immediate effective date.

Staff Report: 066-26

Request: On Monday, April 6, 2026, upon second reading and a public hearing,
finalize and approve the ordinance.

Shannon Olsen, Budget Manager, shannon.olsen@cityofvancouver.us
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Shannon Olsen, Budget Manager, provided an overview of the First Supplemental
Budget.

Council discussed the item briefly with staff.

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from the
following community members:

e Bruce Barnes, Vancouver

There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public hearing.

Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Perez, and
Yes: 5, No: 0, Abstaining: 0, to approve Ordinance M-4530. Absent from vote:
Councilmember Harless, Councilmember Fox.

Communications
A. From the Council
B. From the Mayor

C. From the City Manager

Lon Pluckhahn, City Manager, invited Laura Shepard, Communications Director, to the
table to discuss digital accessibility and accessibility for meetings with the City Council.

Community Forum

This is the place on the agenda where the public is invited to speak to Council
regarding any matter. Members of the public addressing Council are requested to give
their name and city of residence for the record. Speakers are to limit their testimony to
a total of three minutes. Up to 90 minutes will be allotted for the Community Forum.

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the Community Forum and received testimony from the
following community members regarding any matter:

e Claire Campbell, Vancouver
e Bruce Barnes, Vancouver
¢ John Polos, Battle Ground

There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community Forum.

Adjournment
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7:30 p.m.
DocuSigned by:
Qe Wogﬂrm"?‘aﬂk
T Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor
Attest:
Signed by:
Lisa Brawdl

Lisa Brandl, City Clerk
The written comments below are those of the submitter alone and are not

representative of the views of CVTV or the City of Vancouver, its elected or appointed
officials, or its employees.
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From: Dollar, Sarah

To: Dollar, Sarah

Subject: FW: Meeting 4/6/26 10 years of repeat illegal habitation by known offenders in Arnold Park
Date: Monday, April 6, 2026 10:23:26 AM

Sarah Dollar | Executive Assistant to the City Council
Pronouns: She/Her /Hers

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

City Manager’s Office (CMO)

Primary (Cell): 360-624-2949 | Desk: 360-487-8641
www.cityofvancouver.us

From: PETER BRACCH! <}

Sent: Friday, April 3, 2026 10:30 PM
To: City Council <council@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Meeting 4/6/26 10 years of repeat illegal habitation by known offenders in Arnold Park

Council Members,

I am sending this for your awareness regarding a long-running problem in Arnold Park and the
Burnt Bridge Creek corridor.

This is not just a general homelessness issue. It is a repeat illegal habitation problem
involving certain known individuals who have returned to this area for roughly 10
years and are known to City workers, HART, law enforcement, and members of the public.

My concern is the continuing cycle of repeat occupancy, cleanup, return, and repeat damage.
In particular, two known repeat individuals — Tyrone and Ron — have been part of

this pattern for about 10 years in and around Arnold Park. This is not a new issue, and it is
not a one-time campsite complaint. It is a long-term failure to stop chronic reentry by known
repeat offenders.

The issue affects public safety, worker safety, environmental protection, and stormwater
quality in a sensitive creek corridor.

One individual tied to this long-term pattern is Tyrone Leroy James. Another long-term repeat
individual known in the area is Ron Bradford. The larger point is that the City appears to be

dealing with the same known chronic repeaters year after year, yet the public has not
been given a clear explanation of what strategy is being used to stop continual reentry and
reoccupation in Arnold Park.

I am asking HART for a written response addressing these four points:

1. Whatis the City’s specific plan for known repeat offenders in Arnold Park, not just
general outreach policy?


mailto:Sarah.Dollar@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:Sarah.Dollar@cityofvancouver.us
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/
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2. How does HART identify a chronic repeater in this area?

3. Once someone is identified as a chronic repeater, what elevated response occurs
beyond another warning or cleanup?

4. How are HART, VPD, Parks, Public Works, and the City Attorney’s Office coordinating to
stop repeat reentry into Arnold Park by known offenders, and what follow-up
enforcement, monitoring, site control, restoration, and prevention measures are being
used so that the same individuals do not simply return and continue the cycle?

I wanted Council to be aware that this pattern involving these two known individuals

has persisted for about 10 years. Arnold Park and Burnt Bridge Creek should not remain a
revolving door for known repeat violators.

Please include this email in the public record. I would appreciate Council’s awareness and any
direction you may provide to ensure the City develops a real repeat-offender strategy for this
area.

Sincerely,

Peter Bracchi
Vancouver, WA
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Equitable Home & Land Redistribution Group

In the mixed-wealth neighborhood where | live and in many parts of the city of Vancouver and Clark
County, WA, even if a homeowner has mortgaged their property to the highest level possible, the land
itself provides the homeowner with wealth equal to at least four or five times that of African-Americans
in the country and other disenfranchised groups. The land once belonged to the indigenous people of
this area, a tribe that | understand has yet to even receive federal recognition.

These disparities will not be solved by credit counseling, incremental increases in the minimum wage, or
housing vouchers. Those measures and others help, but are insufficient.

In a process that is somewhat similar to aquifers that are drained at rates that are much faster than they
can be replenished, the manners of living for those at and above the median level of wealth, it becomes
impossible to lift all boats because our boats are always rising (until the waterways they travel dry up.)

This process deliberately and unintentionally pulls us along and is supported by both laws and tradition.

Adding an approach that weaves a wealth that is more modest and evenly distributed, collectively and
including small groups of homeowners is one some of us might be willing to take.

When | taught in middle schools, | spent an hour or two every month planning seating charts for my
classes. Done well, this enhanced collaboration and avoided toxic interactions.

In housing, we expect people to only interact with a landlord, property manager, realtor, or homeowner
before locating a place we may live for years, even decades. Laws that discourage discrimination such as
redlining are important. How, then, might we design cross-caste neighborhoods that get along? How do
we live more modestly and collaboratively so that more may have not only a place to live, but financial
security such as those of us born into privilege have?

I’'m aware of some related approaches, though | am not aware of any that try to build community-
oriented living across wealth groups in an area or that are not adjacent properties in an intentional co-

housing arrangement.

Because it is such a challenging action, | suspect it would be more possible for those of us who:

e Are not responsible for our own children or heirs about whom we worry

¢ Feel they have enough financial security that they likely will not need to sell their property for
end-of-life care

e Would like to remain on or in the vicinity of their current home/property for years to come

e Have a gut feeling that their privilege is disturbing and are concerned about the inequality
produced by continued accumulation of that privilege

e Are open to developing new practices for collaborative living

e Are open to considering alternatives to wills designating the sale of their home with proceeds
funding a designated organization(s)
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BIOFUELS WASTE PRECIOUS WATER

In the past decade the production of biofuels has increased exponen-
tially. Intended to decrease the use of fossil fuels and cut greenhouse
gases, the notion of biofuels has found support across the political
spectrum. It was a well-intentioned policy move with ill-considered
ramifications. In the United States, 40 percent of the corn crop is
currently diverted to make fuel for cars. Lester Brown, of the Barth
Policy Institute, says that corn would have {ed 350 million people.
Cornell University professor of ccology aud agriculture David

Dimente - i
Pimentel, who has studied biofuels extensively, reports thal corn i

.k = . ey o, 58 '_\_ . Lk N om0 & 70
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the number one causce of soil erosion in the United Stales, and its
overdependence on nitrates, herbicides, and insecticides is the prime
reason for the dead zone in the waters of the Gulf of Mexico?

Concerns are also growing about the amount of energy it takes
to produce biofuels. The Guardian’s George Monbiot quotes a UN
report on the rapid destruction of the Indonesian rainforest due to
clearing for planting palm oil for biofuels over the next decade. As
the forests burn, both trees and the peat they grow in are turned into
carbon dioxide. He also quotes a Dutch study that shows that every
ton of palim oil results in thirty-three tons of carbon dioxide —ten
times as much as petroleum produces.*

But even more alarming is the amoun! of water consumed in
the production of biofuels. 1t takes 1,700 litres ol water to produce
one litre of corn ethanol in the United States. A study published in
Environmental Science and Technology says that the U.S. congressio-
nal mandate to produce 60 billion litres of corn ethanol a year by
»o15 would require an estimated 6 trillion litres of additional irri-
gation water annually, and even more in direct rainfall—a volume
thal exceeds the yearly water withdrawals of the entire state of Jowa.
The highly respected scientist authors note that replacing gasoline
with corn ethanol results in significant problem shilting and causes
greater damage than gasoline: “Our study indicates that replacing
gasoline with corn ethanol may ouly result in shifting the nel envi-
ronmental impacts primarily toward increased eutrophication and
greater waler scarcity.”™

According to the tuternational Water Management Institute, in
areas where the only water source for biofuel production is irrigation,
the amount of water consumed is even higher. Tor example, a litre of
cthanol in Indin requires 3,500 litres of irrigation water. In China it
requires 2,400 litres." Yel despite its heavy water footprint, the pro-
duction worldwide of biofuels is growing, having risen in one year

by 17 percent, to 105 billion litres, in 2010 'The International tinergy
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Agency expects biofuels to meet more than one-quarter of world
demand for transportation by 2020. In its report Biofuels Markels
and ‘Technologies, Navigant Research, a technology consulting com-
pany, predicts steady growth in the biofuels industry through to
2021, when production will reach 260 billion litres."

The lnternational Energy Agency warns that this will place an
intolerable burden on the world’s available water supplies. In its
report on world energy production, the agency anticipates a 242 per-
cent increase in water consuruption for biofuel production by 2035,
from 12 billion cubic metres to 41 billion cubic metres an nually, and
says biofuels will account for 72 percent of the water used for primary
energy production.™

Several recent studies comparing different types of fuels used
in cars found biofuels to be by far the worst water guzzlers. Carey
King and Michael Webber, of the University of Texas, found that
for every kilometre driven, electricity {from the grid ases 056 litres
of water, while gasoline from petroleum uses 1.5 litres of water. But
fuel from irrigated corn or irrigated soybcans uses 35 litres of water.
And because they are from agricultural products, the biofuels have
much larger consumption levels —- that is, the water is not returned
to the source.” Three American scientists published similar findings
in a study called “Burning Water: A Comparative Analysis of the
Energy Return on Water Invested.” The scientists say that developing
large-scale biofucls to help counter the world’s fossil problem “may
produce or exacerbate water shortages around the globe and be lim-
ited by the availability of fresh water.”

A critique of biofuels in no way endorses the use of fossil fuels
or detracts from the urgent need to cut their emissions. It is, how-
ever, an urgent wake-up call for the world not to pit air against water
and to assume that the latter has the carrying capacily to sustain this

level of consumption.
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BRAZIL IN THE LEAD

Brazil and the United States produce almost 9o percent of the world’s
biofuels. Brazil is the leading manufacturer and exporter of sugar-
cane cthanol, and most cars in Brazil now run on a mixture of ethanol
and gasoline. Brazil currently produces 28 billion litres of sugarcane
cthanol (2 billion litres of which is exported) and wants to be pro-
ducing 200 billion litres by 2020, although the U.S. Department of
Agriculture predicts that it will likely be closer to 44 billion litres.”

It takes a great deal of water to produce this biofuel. Cornell pro-
fessor Pimentel estimates that it takes 2,655 litres of water if the crop
is irrigated (1,720 litres if it is rain-fed) to produce one litre, count-
ing the water used to grow the sugar cane as well as that used in the
production process.® Scientists A. Y. Hoekstra and P. W. Gerbens-
Leenes corroborate this figure in a study for uNEsco.” Currently
- trillion litres of water are extracted every year to produce ethanol
in Brazil. In less than a decade this figure could reach an astonishing
65 trillion litres of water.

Biofuel production in Brazil destroys forests, which are cut down
to make way for the vast sugarcane fields; threatens the savannahs
and the Amazon River Basin; and contaminates the water and soil
with chemical fertilizers. Small farmers and indigenous landholders
have been forced off their land to make way for the new agribusiness.
Two-thirds of the Cerrado, the world’s most diverse savannah —it
lies between the Amazon and the Atlantic rainforest and is known
by the locals as the “Father of Water” — has been degraded for cattle
ranching and sugarcane production. The [pojuca River in north-
castern Brazil has been contaminated by nitrate leaching, acidifica-
tion, and oxygen imbalance from biofuel production. Many rural

streams and rivers have dried up as large biofuel farms move in and

draw from them. .
All this places the Guarani Aquifer — the world’s largest, lying
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beneath Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay -—at risk. Water
is being extracted from the aquifer faster than it can be recharged.
High salt levels and reduced water pressure result, possibly render-
ing the extraction process very difficult in the future. Heavy metals,
toxins from the mining and forestry industries, urban sprawl, poorly
treated sewage, phosphorus, fertilizers, agro-chemicals, and multi-
point contamination combine (o spill a witch’s brew of poison into
the aquifer. Karin Kemper, a senior water resources specialist with
the World Bank, says, “The Guarani is a striking example of an
international water body threatened by environmental degradation.
Without better management, the aquifer is likely to suffer from pol-
lution and rapid depletion. Uncontrolled exploitation could reduce it
from a strategic water reserve to a degraded resource that is a focus of
conflict in the region.”™

The big agro-companies are given preferential access to the
waters.of the region over local needs. Global agribusiness companies
such as Cargill, the world’s leading sugar producer and trader, and
energy giants such as Royal Dutch Shell and sp, are piling into Brazil
in anticipation of huge growth in the biofuels industry. Meanwhile,
potable water and sanitation services are not reaching at least 25 per-
centof the people of the region. As elsewhere, it is the ind igenous, the
poor, the favela dwellers who are left behind in the rush to use the
region’s waler resources for export and profit.

The argument made by the Brazilian government, the industry,
and biofuel proponents is that Brazil has an abundance of water,
so this usage is an acceptable trade-off. But this is a short-sighted
view and does not take into account the growing evidence that even
regions blessed with water plenitude can go dry if they abuse (and
export) their water heritage. Not surprisingly, Brazil has started
experiencing something fairly rare: serious, [requent, and prolonged
droughts. The country had a fierce drought in 2005 that caused a

massive die-ofl of trees in the rainforests, and another in the fall of
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2010 that marked one of the worst on record for the Amazon. 'The Rio
Negro, a major tributary of the Amazon River, dried up. A nineteen-
month drought that stretched from 2011 into 2012 reached across
Argentina, Paraguay, and Brazil, hitting Brazilian soybean produc-
ers hard. In early 2013 the northeast suffered its worst drought in fifty
years, threatening hydro power supplies, plunging Rio de Janeiro’s
airport into darkness, and wiping out 30 percent of the region’s
sugarcane production. Dams were at one-third capacity, and 20 mil-
lion people living in the semi-arid region needed government aid.
Scientists point o the destruction of natural vegetation, the
pumping of ground- and surface waters, deforestation, and the dry-
ing out of the Amazon rainforest as causes of Brazil’s droughts, all to
some extent caused by the biofuel craze. “Every ecosystem has some
point beyond which it can’t go,” says Oliver Phillips, a professor at the
University of Leeds who has spent decades studying tropical forests
and climate change. “lhe concern now is that parts of the Amazon

may be approaching that threshold.™

DOWN AND DIRTY IN THE TAR SANDS

While coal-fired electricity and biofuels top the list, oil and gas
exploration and production will still account for 10 percent of the
water consumed [or energy production by 2035. And much of this
production presents its own unique threat to local water supplies. As
the world is running out of conventional oil and gas, it is looking fur-
ther afield to less conventional and more environmentally dangerous
methods, such as deep-sea drilling, oil or tar sands, and fracking.
Tar sauds are a type of petroleum deposit containing sand, clay, and
water saturated with a dense form of petroleum called bitumen. It
has the consistency of molasses, and the challenge is to remove the

oil from the rest of the mixture. While there are deposits in other
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MAJOR USES OF COPPER: TRANSPORTATION

All major forms of transportation
depend on copper to perform
critical functions.

Copper-nickel alloys are used on
the hulls of boats and ships to
reduce marine befouling, thereby
reducing drag and improving fuel
consumption.

Automobiles and trucks rely on
copper motors, wiring, radiators,
connectors, brakes, and bearings.
Today, the average internal
combustion  engine  contains
about 22.5 kg (50 Ibs.) of copper,

while luxury cars on average contain around 1,500 copper wires totaling

about 1.6 km (1 mile) in length.

Images courtesy of the Copper Development Association and the European Copper Institute.

The World Copper Factbook 2024

ELECTRIC VEHICLES

Electric vehicles (EVs) contain approximately four times more copper than
conventional cars. It is used in batteries, windings, and copper rotors used
in electric motors, wiring, busbars, and charging infrastructure.

Copper Use in EVs

mConventional cars 23kg

mHybrid electric vehicles (HEV) 40 kg

=Plug-in hybrid electricvehicles
(PHEV)60kg

=Battery electric vehicles (BEVs) 83kg

uHybrid electric bus (Ebus HEV) 89 kg

=Battery-powered electricbus (Ebus
BEV) 224-369kg (depending onthe
size of battery)

Source: ICA

Almost 14 million new electric cars were registered globally in 2023,
bringing their total number on the roads to 40 million. Electric car sales in
2023 were 3.5 million higher than in 2022, a 35% year-on-year increase.
This is more than six times higher than in 2018, just 5 years earlier. In an
effort to reduce carbon emissions, the use of EVs will continue to rise. The
demand for EVs is also expected to increase as a result of technology

International Copper Study Group
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From: City Council

To: Our Vancouver 2045; Dollar, Sarah

Subject: FW: OPPOSITION TO PREFERRED REZONING PLAN
Date: Wednesday, April 1, 2026 7:05:40 AM

Good morning,

Please see the below public testimony.

Sarah Dollar | Executive Assistant to the City Council
Pronouns: She/Her /Hers

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON

City Manager’s Office (CMO)

Primary (Cell): 360-624-2949 | Desk: 360-487-8641
www.cityofvancouver.us

From: Vaughna Cochenou:

Sent: Tuesday, March 31, 2026 5:13 PM

To: City Council <council@cityofvancouver.us>; City Mayor General Delivery
<mayor@cityofvancouver.us>; Kennedy, Rebecca <rebecca.kennedy@cityofvancouver.us>; Be
Heard Vancouver <BeHeardVancouver@cityofvancouver.us>

Subject: OPPOSITION TO PREFERRED REZONING PLAN

FORMAL PUBLIC COMMENT: OPPOSITION TO PREFERRED
REZONING PLAN

To: Mayor McEnerny-Ogle, Vancouver City Council, and Planning Department Staff
From: Vaughna Cochenour, Southcliff Resident

Date: March 31, 2026

Subject: Formal Objection to Rezoning of Southcliff and Historically Significant Parcels

I am writing to submit my final and formal opposition to the proposed rezoning of the
Southcliff neighborhood from single family lots to low and medium density designations.

1. Disregard for Historical Significance and Master Builders

The City’s plan fails to protect verified historical assets. As confirmed by the DAHP,
Southcliff is a repository of mid-century mastery, featuring homes by master builders Rex
Pruitt, Karl Fisher, and Robert Wonderly. Rezoning these lots invites the demolition of
homes that meet National Register Criteria B and C. The City is effectively choosing to erase
its architectural heritage in favor of generic density.

2. Conflict in Planner Testimony vs. Official Mapping

There is a disturbing lack of transparency regarding the "permit-ability" of proposed lots.
Planning Staff with Community Development Department of City of Vancouver, WA

have verbally stated to residents there are lots currently designated for rezoning that would not
be permitted for development due to site-specific constraints. Specifically:


mailto:council@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:OurVancouver2045@cityofvancouver.us
mailto:Sarah.Dollar@cityofvancouver.us
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/
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® Easement Conflicts: Numerous lots under PUD/Bonneville Power (BPA) high-voltage
lines are being rezoned for medium density.

® Regulatory Contradiction: Promoting rezoning on lots that the City knows cannot be
built upon is a direct conflict with GMA (Growth Management Act) mandates, which
require cities to plan for actual achievable capacity, not illusory density on unbuildable
land.
Additionally, the Planning Staff have stated residents of neighborhoods with high values have

little to worry about because it doesn’t financially pencil for developers, there’s not enough
profit. These statements are concerning and offer little comfort.

3. Failure of Disclosure and Administrative Accountability

The City’s outreach has been fundamentally flawed. When I contacted the Office of
Neighborhoods in February 2025 regarding any CC&Rs, Bylaws, etc. before purchasing my
home in Southcliff, the "Be Heard Vancouver" rezoning initiative—which had already been
active since 2023—was not disclosed. There was no mention of, nor an active hyperlink to
City of Vancouver’s Comprehensive Plan.

® This omission of material information stripped me of the ability to make an informed

investment.
® The City cannot claim "transparency" while its own neighborhood office fails to provide
prospective residents with active, neighborhood-altering plans.
Formal Recommendation:

I request that the City Council completely remove Southcliff from the Low and Medium-
Scale designations and honor the 2001 Southcliff Neighborhood Action Plan. At a
minimum, the City must pause all rezoning in this area until a formal Historic Overlay
District assessment is conducted to prevent the irreversible loss of Vancouver’s cultural
identity.

Kristin Abell and Vaughna Cochenour

_ Vancouver, WA 98661
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