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Hello,  
 
I am a community member who is concerned about the newly passed ordinance that criminalizes people 
occupying the medians of roads. 
 
I do not think the city should have made this decision without stronger evidence that people occupying 
medians is dangerous. I did not see such data in the staff report given at yesterday's meeting, which only 
had more general data about pedestrian-vehicle collisions, and anecdotes from concerned residents. 
Concern from residents, and data that does not describe this particular behavior, should not be a 
sufficient basis to criminalize standing on medians. It could be the case that none of the fatalities 
involved lingering at medians at all. We simply don't know unless more in-depth analysis is done. 
 
It is especially inadvisable as panhandling on a median is an effective method homeless people use to 
support themselves in their already desperate situation. We shouldn't use the criminal code to make 
things even harder on them.  
 
I believe the council should repeal this ordinance, and only re-implement it if both of the following are 
true:  
1. It proves to be the case that individuals standing at medians leads to harm, and,  
2. Criminalization is the only way to solve this issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
John Bower 
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