
June 6, 2022

WORKSHOPS

Vancouver City Hall - Council Chambers - 415 W 6th Street, Vancouver
WA

Workshops were conducted in person in the Council Chambers of City Hall. 
Members of the public were invited to view the meeting in person, via the 
live broadcast on www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable channels 23 or HD 323, or 
on the City's Facebook page, or www.facebook.com/VancouverUS.

View the CVTV video recording, including presentations and discussion, for 
workshops at:
https://www.cvtv.org/vid_link/34689?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=5611

4:00 - 5:00 pm     Draft IBR Modified LPA

Katherine Kelly, Senior Transportation Policy Advisor, 360-487-7947

Summary
Staff led Council through a discussion of the Interstate Bridge Replacement
Program and Recommended Modified Locally Preferred Alternative.

5:00 - 6:00 pm     Transportation Improvement Program

Chris Malone, Finance and Asset Manager, 360-487-7711; Ryan
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Lopossa, Streets and Transportation Manager, 360-487-7706

Summary
Staff led Council through a discussion of the Transportation Improvement
Program and the proposed updates.

COUNCIL DINNER/ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting with in person and 
remote viewing and participation over video conference utilizing a 
GoToMeeting platform. Members of the public were invited to view the 
meeting in person, via the live broadcast on www.cvtv.org and CVTV cable 
channels 23 or HD 323, or on the City's Facebook page, www.facebook.com/
VancouverUS. Public access and testimony on Consent Agenda items and 
under Public Hearings were also facilitated via the GoToMeeting conference 
call.

Vancouver City Council meeting minutes are a record of the action taken 
by Council. To view the CVTV video recording, including presentations, 
testimony and discussion, for this meeting 
please visit: 
https://www.cvtv.org/vid_link/34691?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=14638  
Electronic audio recording of City Council meetings are kept on file in the 
office of the City Clerk for a period of six years.

Pledge of Allegiance

Call to Order and Roll Call
The regular meeting of the Vancouver City Council was called to order at 6:30 p.m.
by Mayor McEnerny-Ogle. This meeting was conducted as a hybrid meeting,
including both in person and remotely over video conference.

Present: Councilmembers Harless, Perez, Fox, Paulsen, Stober,
Hansen, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle

Absent: None

Councilmember Hansen left after the proclamations and returned to Council
Chambers during Item 11.

Councilmember Fox motioned to excuse Councilmember Hansen from the
Council meeting, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen, and carried
unanimously to approve the absence.

Page 2 of 17  - Vancouver City Council Meeting Minutes - June 6, 2022

DocuSign Envelope ID: D51B5999-EFCA-4443-8559-DAEA60147A0D

https://www.cvtv.org/vid_link/34691?startStreamAt=0&stopStreamAt=14638


Approval of Minutes

Minutes - April 4, 2022
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Fox,
and carried unanimously to approve the meeting minutes of April 4,
2022.

Proclamation: Pride Month; Ride Public Transit Day
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Brian Beliel,
Pride Event Coordinator of Vancouver USA PRIDE, and Micheil
MacCutcheon, President of USA PRIDE, proclaiming June 2022, as Pride
Month.
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read and presented a proclamation to Shawn Donaghy,
Chief Executive Officer for C-Tran, and Matthew Sutherland, Advocacy
Director for Transportation Choices in Seattle, proclaiming June 2022, as
Ride Transit Month.

Community Communication (Items 1-6)
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened Community Communication and received testimony
from the following community members regarding Consent Agenda Items 1-6:
 

Kimberlee Elbon, La Center, WA
Cathryn Chudy, Vancouver
Heidi Cody, Vancouver
Robin Cody, Vancouver
June Yamrick, Vancouver
Kristin Edmark, Battle Ground, WA
Melissa Cummings, Vancouver
Don Steinke, Vancouver
Alona Steinke, Vancouver
Janet Hedgepath, Vancouver
Peter Brown, Vancouver
Katie Gavares, Portland, OR
Ted Labbe, Portland, OR
Laurel Pascual, Vancouver
Siobhana McEwen, Vancouver
Wynn Grcich, Vancouver
Gregory Garceau, Vancouver
Nancy Helget, Vancouver
Monica Zazueta, Vancouver
Rebecca Ponzio, Seattle, WA

 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed Community
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Communication.

Consent Agenda (Items 1-6)
Council requested Items 4 and 5 be pulled for discussion.
 
Council discussed Item 4 at length with staff. Councilmember Harless requested
an amendment to the City of Vancouver Climate Action Plan Early Action Package
to strike text on paragraph number 3 under the Buildings and Energy section. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Harless, seconded by Councilmember Fox, to
amend the text in the Vancouver Climate Action Plan Early Action Package,
motion passed.
 
Council discussed Item 5 at length with staff. Councilmember Harless requested
an amendment to add text in the City Council Policy 100-32 to add to section
10.14, paragraph 2.
 
Motion by Councilmember Harless, seconded by Councilmember Stober, to
amend the text in the City Council Policy 100-32, motion passed.
 
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember Stober,
and carried unanimously to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. 

1. Construction Bid Award for Rose Village Park
Staff Report: 071-22

This contract provides for development of the .46-acre Rose Village Park
located at 35th and T Street in the Rose Village Neighborhood Association.
In 2011, the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department (PRCSD)
received Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding for
planning and construction of a first phase of Rose Village Park. The City
met with the neighborhood association and worked with students at
Washington Elementary School in planning for the new park. Public
engagement through surveys, newsletters and
a neighborhood presentation, led to the final approval of the masterplan in
October 2011. Plan and specifications were being prepared at the time
when the economy took a down-turn. The project was put on hold and the
remaining CDBG money was returned.
 
In 2021, Park Impact Fees were identified to proceed with the park
development. PRCSD reached out to the neighborhood through direct
mailings to inform the neighborhood of the park development and to ask for
input regarding the original plan, playground theming, and if any
adjustments should be considered. After the resulting adjustments to the
plan the project proceeded through permitting and bidding. The community
selected a “space theme” for the park to give it character and vibrancy. The
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project consists of grading, new concrete walks, play equipment with
poured in place rubber surfacing, shade trellis structure, ½ court basketball,
picnic tables, benches, bike racks, fencing and ornamental railings, new
seeded lawns, landscaping, and irrigation. The work is anticipated to be
complete by end of year 2022.
 
A Request for Bids (ITB 22-27) was issued on April 26, 2022. Bids were
publicly opened on May 17, 2022. The City received five bids. The results
are listed below.

VENDOR AMOUNT
Allcon LLC, Brush Prairie WA $580,234.00
Western United Civil Group LLC, Yacolt WA $602,122.46
Advanced Excavating Specialists, Kelso WA $727,324.09
Genguild Construction LLC, Battle Ground
WA

$803,896.25

Clark and Sons Excavating, Inc. Battle
Ground WA

$1,004,666.68

ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE $446,000.00
 
Staff is requesting that City Council award the contract to Allcon LLC, of
Brush Prairie, Washington as the lowest responsive and responsible bidder
on the project.
Request: Award the project to the lowest responsive and responsible

bidder, Allcon LLC, of Brush Prairie, Washington and authorize
the City Manager, or his designee, to execute a contract and
approve any required amendments for construction of Rose
Village Park for the bid amount of $580,234.00, including
Washington State sales tax.
 
Terry Snyder, Senior Park Developer, 360-487-8317
 

Motion approved the request. 

2. Completion of Construction - Land Bridge Paving Renovation
Staff Report: 072-22

The project replaced the eroding, decomposed granite walking surface with
architectural concrete pavers.
 
The original construction contract bid amount was $349,266.93. Change
orders and quantity adjustments during construction decreased the contract
amount by 8.6% to $319,415.65. The largest change order was the deletion
of six sculpture foundations which decreased the contract amount by
$25,000.00. The City’s funding partner, the Confluence Project, decided
they will hire a contractor later to install the six new foundations at the time
when the six sculptures are complete and ready for installation. Colf
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Construction of Vancouver, Washington, has satisfactorily completed the
subject improvements in accordance with the plans and specifications. 
Request: On June 6, 2022, accept the Land Bridge Paving Renovation

Project as constructed by Colf Construction of Vancouver,
Washington, and authorize release of the retainage in the
amount of $14,719.62, subject to receipt of all documentation
required by law.
 
Charles Fell, Senior Civil Engineer, 360-487-7790
 

Motion approved the request. 

3. Adoption of an Interlocal Agreement between Washington State
Department of Transportation (WSDOT) and the City of
Vancouver to address homeless encampments on WSDOT
rights-of-way (ROW)
Staff Report: 073-22

There are numerous homeless encampments presently on or adjacent to
WSDOT ROW, which pose a risk to safety and public health of both the
residents of those encampments and the broader Vancouver community.
Currently, the City’s Homeless Assistance & Resource Team (HART)
provides outreach services and limited enforcement on a case-by-case
basis when asked to assist by WSDOT staff. All work currently conducted
by HART is done as part of their regular work assignment and the City
receives no financial support from WSDOT for work conducted on WSDOT
property. 
Request: On June 6, 2022, adopt the Interlocal Agreement with

WSDOT to address homeless encampments on WSDOT
ROW. 
 
Aaron Lande, Program and Policy Development Manager,
360-487-8612
 

Motion approved the request. 

4. Climate Priority Resolution
Staff Report: 074-22
 
A RESOLUTION declaring climate action as a City priority and adopting
municipal and community-wide greenhouse gas reduction goals; directing the
City Manager to formulate a Climate Action Plan to achieve those goals; and
providing agency-wide guidance on the incorporation of climate action into
plans, programs, policies, and budgets.
 
At the July 2021 climate workshop, the City Council endorsed an Early
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Action Package (EAP) of 13 climate actions targeted at jumpstarting GHG
emissions reduction while laying the groundwork for the implementation of
the full Climate Action Plan in 2022.
 
At the March 2022 workshop, Council initiated progress on Action #11
(Release a supplemental climate and sustainability priority declaration) of
the EAP by directing CMO staff to draft such a resolution for Council
adoption. CMO staff presented a draft resolution to Council during the May
16, 2022 workshop and incorporated suggestions and feedback from
Councilors into the revised draft presented here (Attachment A).
 
This draft Climate Priority Resolution accomplishes several key policy
objectives endorsed by Council at the July 2021 and March 2022 climate
workshops. It would adopt the Early Action Package as well as the
following leading-edge climate goals for the City of Vancouver:
 

An overall Climate Action goal of:
an 80% reduction in GHG emissions by municipal operations by
2025;
an 80% reduction in GHG emissions by the Vancouver
community by 2030; and
the achievement of carbon neutrality by both municipal operations
and the Vancouver community by 2040.

 
The resolution directs the City Manager to develop a Climate Action Plan
(CAP) to define the strategies and actions necessary to achieve this climate
action goal. It further directs all City staff to pursue policy and budgetary
actions that support this desired pathway and directs City departments to
specify how new or updated programs, services, projects, and plans will be
grounded in climate change mitigation and resilience. It also declares
Council’s intention to center youth and frontline communities in the
implementation and oversight of the CAP, and to conduct regular updates
and refinements of the CAP to continue making progress towards its 2040
goals.
Request: On June 6, 2022, adopt the climate priority resolution.

 
Rebecca Small, Senior Policy Analyst, 360-487-8601
 

Motion approved the request. 

5. Resolution for City Council Policy Updates
Staff Report: 075-22
 
A RESOLUTION relating to City Council policies and procedures for
“Appointments to Community Member Boards and Commissions,” “City
Council Meetings;” amending City Council Policies 100-06, and 100-32.
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The City Council’s operating policies and procedures were originally
adopted in 1999. Periodic review and update to the policies are necessary
to reflect changes in City policy as well as best practices in municipal
governance and state law.
 
After recent review of the Council policies with City Council, Staff
recommends the revisions as reflected in the redlined versions of the policy
documents attached to this staff report. The proposed updates generally
reflect the following changes:
 
Policy 100-06: Incorporates elements of the recruitment, selection, and
appointment process used by the Strategic Plan Advisory Committee
(SPAC) into Sections 4.3 – 4.6; affirms commitment to Diversity, Equity,
Inclusion (DEI) and gives examples of attributes that add contributive
potential; and calls for City Staff to prepare a community survey report
analyzing Boards and Commissions.
 
Policy 100-32: Allows the City to pilot new Community Communication
formats at the second Consent meeting each month; allows programing of
Fifth Mondays on an as-needed basis for in depth policy exploration or
capacity building in a retreat format; provides for selection of Mayor Pro
Tempore through ranked choice voting by the Mayor and City Council; and
specifies the times for advance registration for public testimony.
 
Revisions to Council policies must be made by Resolution.
Request: Adopt a resolution amending City Council Policies 100-06 and

100-32.
 
Jonathan Young, City Attorney, 360-487-8500
 

Motion approved the request. 

6. Approval of Claim Vouchers

Request: Approve claim vouchers for June 6, 2022.

Motion approved claim vouchers in the amount of $13,903,708.12.

Public Hearings (Item 7-11)

7. Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension
Staff Report: 067-22
 
AN ORDINANCE further extending for an additional period of six months the
moratorium originally enacted by Ordinance No. M-4295, which was first
extended by Ordinance No. M-4323, then extended a second time by
Ordinance No. M-4335, and subsequently extended a third time by Ordinance

Page 8 of 17  - Vancouver City Council Meeting Minutes - June 6, 2022

DocuSign Envelope ID: D51B5999-EFCA-4443-8559-DAEA60147A0D



No. M-4355, prohibiting the establishment of new, or expansion of existing,
large-scale fossil fuel facilities; directing staff to work to consider the issues
noted by the various stakeholders and to ensure that the proposed
amendments to the City Code adequately address the legal concerns raised
by current industry operators; and establishing an effective date.
 
The moratorium, which was enacted by Council in June of 2020, prohibits
new or expanded large-scale fossil fuel facilities, based on concerns about
potential impacts to local public and environmental health and safety and to
climate change. It has been enacted to allow time to update the land use
code standards for such uses and to align them with other planning efforts
currently underway, such as the Vancouver Strategic Plan update, Climate
Action Plan, and other Title 20 code amendments.
 
The moratorium prohibits new or expanded facilities engaged in
distribution, extraction, refinement, processing or bulk movement of fossil
fuels, or bulk storage of over two million gallons of fossil fuels. Facilities
producing energy from landfill gas, fossil fuel by-products such as asphalt
or others, or direct consumer sales such as gas stations are all explicitly
exempted from the moratorium. Upkeep, repair, maintenance, or City-
mandated health and safety improvements of any existing facilities are also
exempted. 
 
Staff presented a set of potential code updates for fossil fuel storage at the
August 2, 2021 City Council workshop and received feedback which was
used in the drafting of a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) for
the proposed code amendments to solicit public comment. The City
received an appeal of its SEPA Determination from the Washington State
Petroleum Association, which identified a number of concerns with the
City’s analysis. 
 
Staff agreed that more analysis was likely needed and therefore withdrew
the SEPA DNS to allow for additional work, which staff determined will
require assistance from outside experts. Last December, Council agreed
that more time would be needed to strengthen the development code
changes and environmental review in order to withstand a potential
challenge and extended the temporary moratorium until June 8, 2022.  
 
Since staff was last before Council in December, progress has been made
in a number of areas, including: 
1) Additional refinement of the proposed zoning code text changes; 
2) March 8 Planning Commission workshop;
3)  Further stakeholder outreach with the Port of Vancouver and
representatives of three local facilities that handle bulk fossil fuels on March
10, specifically to discuss their products being handled and any concerns
regarding proposed limits on expansions;
4) Consultation with the project managers of similar fossil fuel ordinances in
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Whatcom County and the City of Tacoma; and
5) Negotiation of a scope of work with BERK Consulting, a firm that is
widely considered an expert in the land use planning related to the
petroleum sector of the economy.

BERK Consulting recently assisted both the City of Tacoma and Whatcom
County with ordinances that limit large fossil fuel-related facilities, neither of
which were appealed. BERK has a thorough knowledge of how petroleum
moves through the economy and understanding of how regulations can
advance community safety and climate goals. BERK will be assisting the
City in: 1) understanding how restricting bulk fossil fuel facilities might
impact local fuel distribution; 2) reviewing draft development code
language; and 3) editing and supplementing the City’s SEPA analysis as
needed. Because BERK’s services are in high demand, only recently have
they had available capacity to assist Vancouver. A contract is now in place
and they have started their work. 

Staff expects to be able to complete the necessary analysis, conduct further
stakeholder engagement and propose code amendments to the Planning
Commission and Council within the requested extension period, which
accommodates workshops and public hearings with both bodies, as well as
a 30-day period after Council approval before the code changes take effect.

Request: On Monday, June 6, 2022, subject to second reading and
public hearing, approve the ordinance.

Chad Eiken, Community Development Director, 360-487-
7882

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.

Chad Eiken, Community Development Director, provided an overview of the
Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium.

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from
the following community members:

Cathryn Chudy, Vancouver
Nancy Helget, Vancouver
Monica Zazueta, Vancouver
Rebecca Ponzio, Seattle, WA
Heidi Cody, Vancouver
Susan Saul, Vancouver
Jean Avery, Vancouver
Greg Garceau, Vancouver

There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public
hearing.
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Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember
Stober, and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance M-4370.

8. Code Amendments to VMC Title 14.24-Erosion Control & 14.25-
Stormwater Ordinances
Staff Report: 068-22
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to erosion control, amending sections 14.24.030,
14.24.035 and 14.24.040 of the Vancouver Municipal Code, updating the
reference to the current state stormwater manual, and providing clauses for
savings, severability, and an effective date.
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to stormwater control, amending sections
14.25.100 and 14.25.110 of the Vancouver Municipal Code, updating the
reference to the current state stormwater manual, and providing clauses for
savings, severability, and an effective date.
 
In 2019, Washington Department of Ecology reissued the Western
Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit to comply with
provisions of the federal Clean Water Act and the state Water Pollution
Control Law. The reissued Permit includes a new requirement to review
and update City Code to meet the reissued permit requirements. The
proposed amendments to VMC Title 14.24 and Title 14.25 are intended to
meet the Federal and Sate mandated requirements.
 
The proposed changes will update the reference to the current State
Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington manual as
required to meet the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Permit.
Request: On Monday, June 6, 2022, subject to second reading and

public hearing, approve the ordinances.
 
Annette Griffy, Engineering Program Manager, 360-487-
7190
 

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.
 
Annette Griffy, Engineering Program Manager, provided an overview of the
Code Amendments to Vancouver Municipal Code 14.24 and 14.25.
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing.
 
There being no testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public hearing.
 
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember
Stober, and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance M-4371 and
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Ordinance M-4375.

9. Code Amendments to VMC Title 14.26-Water Resources
Protection Ordinance
Staff Report: 069-22
 
AN ORDINANCE relating to water resources protection, amending certain
sections of Chapter 14.26 of the City of Vancouver’s Municipal Code
regarding minimum standards to reduce the risk of contaminants entering
surface waters and groundwaters, as last amended by Ordinance M-4179, and
providing clauses for savings, severability, and an effective date.
 
In 2019, Washington Department of Ecology reissued the Western
Washington Phase II Municipal Stormwater Permit to comply with
provisions of the federal Clean Water Act and the state Water Pollution
Control Law. The reissued permit includes a new requirement to implement
source control best management practies (BMPs) for existing land uses.
The proposed amendments to VMC Title 14.26 are intended to meet the
Federal and Sate mandated requirements.
 
Source control BMPs are a collection of practices focused on preventing
stormwater pollution from occurring. Practices like good housekeeping,
preventative maintenance, secondary containment, spill prevention plans
and employee training can prevent pollution from entering storm drains,
waterways and groundwater. In some cases, installation of roofs, covers, or
berms and/or construction of treatment facilities may be necessary to
protect surface and groundwater.
 
Major components of the existing ordinance include citywide prohibitions of
specific high-risk uses such as chrome plating and hazardous waste
disposal sites; prohibitions for uses in close proximity to municipal drinking
water wells, such as bulk petroleum fuel operations, heating oil tanks and
septic systems; standards and requirements for operations that manage
hazardous materials; and an inspection program and enforcement authority
to implement the code.
 
The proposed changes will require most existing land uses and businesses
to apply pollution prevention best management practices as part of their
normal operations. Many businesses may have already adopted practices
that meet current pollution prevention requirements. Staff will be required to
conduct inspections to verify compliance and require corrections when
necessary. Staff will also provide technical assistance to help businesses
with pollution prevention practices. Guidance for businesses is available in
the Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington.
 
Staff estimates approximately 4,000 businesses and/or sites will be
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included in the inventory that have a potential to generate pollutants. The
number of annual inspections required must be equivalent to 20% of the
total inventory.
 
The City held informational webinars with stakeholders on January 13,
January 20, and January 24, 2022 to discuss the proposed code
amendments and made available an online open house from December
22, 2021 through February 9, 2022 to consider comments from
stakeholders.
Request: On Monday, June 6, 2022, subject to second reading and

public hearing, approve the ordinance.
 
Kris Olinger, Senior Civil Engineer, 360-487-7188
 

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.
 
Annette Griffy, Engineering Program Manager, provided an overview of the
Code Amendments to Vancouver Municipal Code 14.26.
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from
the following community members:
 

Laurel Pascual, Vancouver
 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public
hearing.
 
Motion by Councilmember Stober, seconded by Councilmember Fox,
and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance M-4372.

10. Proposed changes to the Vancouver Municipal Code (“VMC”)
7.05.010, 7.04.020, 7.04.030, 2.46.020
Staff Report: 070-22
 
AN ORDINANCE of the City of Vancouver expanding the definition of public
disturbances to restrict certain additional noises and vibrations, expanding the
definition of pedestrian interference to prohibit targeted picketing or protesting,
and allowing the City to assert a claim or lawsuit on behalf of an official,
employee or volunteer to the extent it is reasonably necessary in order to
further a public purpose; amending Vancouver Municipal Code Sections 
7.05.010 “Public Disturbances”, 7.04.020 “Pedestrian Interference”, 7.04.030
“Definitions”,  and 2.46.020“Defense of Officials, Employees, and
Volunteers”; providing for severability; and setting an effective date.
 
VMC 7.05.010 (1) (c) restricts certain noises made near public streets
during certain hours, but it does not regulate other noises like noise makers,
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whistles, fireworks, sound amplifying equipment or airhorns. It also does not
regulate vibrations or other noises within a residential districts that
unreasonably disturb or interfere with the peace, comfort, and repose of
owners or possessors of real property. These proposed changes would
pass constitutional scrutiny because they are content-neutral, and narrowly
tailored by only limiting certain types of noises in residential districts. The
changes do not affect any other time, manner, or location of other noise,
speech or communication.
Currently, VMC 7.04.020 does not prohibit the targeted picketing or
protesting directed at a single residence or dwelling of another and VMC
7.04.030 does not define the meaning of targeted picketing or protesting.
These proposed changes are in line with the United States Supreme
Court’s decision of Frisby v. Schultz, which granted cities the power to
regulate picketing or protesting directed at a residence or dwelling of a
particular person.
 
VMC 2.46.020 currently requires the City to defend and indemnify an
official, employee or volunteer (current or former) when a claim is made
against those individuals for actions or inactions they took on behalf of the
City. These proposed changes would go beyond defense and indemnity
and empower the City to take affirmative action like seeking a restraining or
anti-harassment order against an alleged perpetrator, or seeking an order of
removal (trespass) of an unauthorized person. This type of affirmative relief
would further a “fundamental public purpose of government,” so as not to
run afoul of the Gift of Public Funds Doctrine, which prevents the City from
using money or resources to aid any one individual.
Request: On Monday, June 6, 2022, subject to second reading and

public hearing, approve the ordinance.
 
Nena Cook, Chief Assistant City Attorney, 360-487-8503
 

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.
 
Nena Cook, Chief Assistant City Attorney, provided an overview of the
Proposed Changes to the Vancouver Municipal Code 7.05.010, 7.04.020,
7.04.030, 2.46.020.
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from
the following community members:
 

Kimberlee Elbon, La Center, WA
Victoria Ferrer, Battle Ground, WA
Ariel Young, Vancouver
Ryan Rosenkranz, Richland, WA
Penelope Siemssen, Yacolt, WA
Wynn Grcich, Vancouver
Wendi Moose, Washougal, WA
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LaDonna Kirkpatrick, Vancouver
 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public
hearing.
 
Council briefly discussed Item 10.
 
Motion by Councilmember Fox, seconded by Councilmember Paulsen,
and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance M-4373.

11. HQ Master Plan and Subdivision
Staff Report: 064-22
 
AN ORDINANCE approving the HQ Master Plan and Subdivision at Fisher’s
Quarry and associated VMC Title 20 text amendments; and providing for
severability and an effective date.
 
In 2009, the City adopted the Riverview Gateway Subarea Plan that
established goals and polices and an overall vision for redevelopment of
two former rock quarries at the intersection of SR-14 and SE 192nd Avenue.
The subject site is the 99-acre Fisher’s Quarry that is located west of 192nd
Avenue.[1] The applicant has named the development the HQ Master Plan.
 
Following the completion of the Subarea Plan, the Riverview Gateway Plan
district regulations were adopted into the development code (VMC 20.680).
The Riverview Gateway Plan District requires that the applicant submit for
and obtain approval of a master plan prior to the area being developed.
Under the City’s development code, the master plan is a Type IV process
requiring a hearing before the Planning Commission who makes a
recommendation to City Council for final action.
 
The applicant requests approval of a master plan to develop the 99-acre
Fishers Quarry Site and subdivide the property into 41 lots. Development
includes approximately 331,934 square feet of office/light industrial,
350,765 square feet of non-office commercial (includes 120-room hotel),
1,950 multi-family dwelling units and 25 single-family attached (townhouse)
residential lots.
 
the City Council remanded this master plan to staff at teh May 9 first
reading to amend conditions of approval to address a modearte increase in
density in the northernmost residential portion of the project as well as to
address a conditions regarding trails within the project.  These issues ahve
been addressed in the supplemental materials provided with this staff
report.
 
Staff requests that the City Council approve the project based on the
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findings contained in the staff report to the Planning Commission dated
February 15, 2022 for the February 22, 2022 Planning Commission hearing
with the staff proposed amended conditions contained in the attached
memo to City Council dated May 17, 2022

[1] The WSDOT quarry is the second quarry area identified in the subarea
plan and is located generally east of 192nd Avenue. In 2016, the City
Council approved the Columbia Palisades master plan for the WSDOT
quarry. Columbia Palisades is currently being built out and is not part of this
proposal.
Request: On June 6, 2022, subject to second reading and public

hearing, approve the ordinance.
 
Keith Jones, Senior Planner, 360-487-7887
 

Mayor McEnerny-Ogle read the title of the ordinance into the record.
 
Keith Jones, Senior Planner, provided an overview of the HQ Master Plan and
Subdivision.
 
Mayor McEnerny-Ogle opened the public hearing and received testimony from
the following community members:
 

James Bueter, Vancouver
 
There being no further testimony, Mayor McEnerny-Ogle closed the public
hearing.
 
Council discussed Item 11 with staff briefly. 
 
Motion by Councilmember Paulsen, seconded by Councilmember
Perez, and carried unanimously to approve Ordinance M-4374.

Communications

A. From the Council

B. From the Mayor

C. From the City Manager

Boards and Commissions Annual Review Update

The Communication for Boards and Commissions Annual Review Update
was moved to a future meeting.

County-Wide Criminal Justice Sales Tax Proposition
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The Communication for County-Wide Criminal Justice Sales Tax Proposition
was moved to a future meeting.

Community Forum Format Options

Laura Shepherd, Communications Director, provided an update on the
Community Forum Format Options.

Adjournment
10:32 p.m.

_____________________________
Anne McEnerny-Ogle, Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________
Natasha Ramras, City Clerk
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 Peter Fels 
  
 Vancouver WA 98663 
 TELEPHONE:  
 

May 26, 2022 

 

 

 RE:  Climate Action Plan, Early Action 

 

Dear Council Member: 

 

I welcome the proposed adoption of a Climate Resolution. At the direction of you and other 

Council Members, in consultation (in which I participated) with Cascadia Consulting Group and 

the community staff has been working on developing a Climate Action Plan for quite a while now, 

and you will soon have before you a proposal for a Climate Priority Resolution (currently 

scheduled for June 6).  

 

The Resolution will include adoption of an Early Action Package to be followed by the City 

Manager’s Office and implemented by City staff pending adoption of the final CAP.   

 

In considering these proposals, I ask you to keep the following in mind: 

 

1.) Research has established and it has been known for many years that the fastest way to           

reduce climate impact is to conserve energy use.  

 

As NW Natural says in its document “Vision 2050: Destination Zero”, “Helping customers use 

less is the fastest and cheapest way to reduce emissions.” 

https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/the-company/destination-zero 

 

The U.S. EPA says: “The most effective way to reduce CO2 emissions is to reduce fossil fuel 

consumption. Many strategies for reducing CO2 emissions from energy are cross-cutting and 

apply to homes, businesses, industry, and transportation.” 

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#:~:text=The%20most%20effective
%20way%20to,to%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions. 
 

Retrofitting existing buildings, mandating the tightest building envelopes and most efficient 

heating and cooling systems, and reducing vehicle miles traveled should be top of the list for 

climate action. 

 

2.) To keep the plan on track, City staff must keep climate goals and performance in mind at 

all times. 

 

The Climate Resolution calls for review at least every four years. While it may be unreasonable to 

expect a full performance review any sooner, the Resolution should call for staff to consider all 

their activities with the goals of the CAP in mind, just as you have asked them to keep DEI in mind 

with everything they do. City Manager Holmes will need to reinforce this principle until it 

becomes automatic, even for the most mundane of staff functions.  
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3.) 100% clean energy is impossible under current circumstances.  

 

The electricity we use from Clark Public Utilities comes from a mix of sources primarily 

consisting of power from its River Road Generating Plant and the Bonneville Power 

Administration. The RRGP uses fossil gas to power generators which produce on average 30% of 

our electricity. In 2012, it was noted that the RRGP was one of the top 10 sources of greenhouse 

gas in Washington. 

 

CPU is under a state mandate to become 100% carbon neutral by 2040, but this will not allow the 

City to obtain 100% clean energy by 2022 or even within a few years. We all need to continue to 

pressure CPU to do better to reduce its reliance on RRGP and replace it with clean sources of 

energy (hydro, wind and solar) much earlier than 2040.   

 

The City will also have to develop its own clean energy sources, such as rooftop solar and possibly 

entering power purchasing agreements, in order to meet the goals in the Early Action Package and 

CAP. (see: Early Implementation Actions #3; Draft CAP strategy BE.1.E) 

 

4.)  Renewable Natural Gas does not reduce carbon intensity. 

 

Northwest Natural Gas says “RNG is considered carbon neutral because both combustion and 

lifecycle emissions do not contribute a net-increase in greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.”  

NWN “Vision 2050”, p.14. “Carbon neutral” basically means that RNG has the same carbon 

intensity as fossil gas. Both are methane.  

 

“Methane is a well-known Short-Lived Climate Pollutant (SLCP). On a 100-year time scale, the 

global warming potential (GWP) of methane is roughly 28 to 36 times greater than carbon dioxide. 

However, much of methane’s GWP impact is felt in the near-term. On a shorter, 20-year time 

frame, methane’s GWP is about 84 to 87 times greater than carbon dioxide.” (Washington Dept. of 

Commerce) 

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Energy-Promoting-RNG-in-Washin

gton-State.pdf , p. 31-- citing:  

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/understanding-global-warming-potentials 

 

It is not a solution for reducing carbon emissions to substitute “renewable” methane for 

fossil methane. Theoretically, capturing methane from organic sources (such as a landfill) and 

using it to replace the methane in a fossil gas pipeline can reduce the total methane emitted into the 

atmosphere, but only if it reduces the amount of fugitive methane that would otherwise escape. 

Gas produced by large digesters that gather and assemble organic materials that would not 

otherwise produce methane, such as at a huge industrial agriculture facility, is only a new source of 

methane. The best use of “RNG” is to utilize it at a source where it would otherwise go unused. 

Grubert, 2020 Environ.Res.Lett. 15 084041 

(https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab9335/pdf), 

 

The City must resist NWN’s attempt to greenwash its product by claiming it can reduce carbon 

intensity with introduction of RNG into its pipelines.1 NWN’s own document says NWN currently 

has contracts to replace approximately 3% of its total supply and hopes to reach 10% “over the 

next several years”. (Vision 2050, p. 24.) In that document, NWN estimates that by 2030, under 3 

                                                 
1.  NWN’s filings with the Oregon PUC indicate it plans to source RNG from Nebraska, and there are questions 

whether any of that will actually end up in Vancouver area pipelines. 
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various scenarios, 9 - 17% of its supply can be from RNG. Yet a study by WSU done for the 

Washington legislature concluded that "adequate opportunities exist for RNG production 

equivalent to 3 percent to 5 percent of current natural gas consumption in 

Washington."  Promoting RNG in Washington State, WSU 2018, 

(https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Energy-Promoting-RNG-in-Washi

ngton-State.pdf. 

 

Continuing to use fossil gas or replacing it with “renewable” methane gas are not ways to reduce 

Vancouver’s overall carbon footprint. In fact, because methane is so much more harmful to the 

atmosphere than carbon, we should be doing everything we can to reduce its use. 

 

(see also:  
https://www.sightline.org/2021/03/09/the-four-fatal-flaws-of-renewable-natural-gas/ 
“ …when RNG is burned in our appliances, it produces exactly the same amount of carbon that 

conventional natural gas does. The emissions savings from RNG, such as they are, come from 

preventing the release of the “renewable” methane from decaying feedstock sources like landfills, 

sewage, and manure lagoons. Yet alternatives to generating this methane in the first place abound, 

and there is a risk that commercializing RNG could actually increase its impacts on the 

environment.”) 

 

 

In summary, I applaud the proposed Resolution.  I encourage you to adopt it with a few 

modifications.  These are: 

 

1. The primary emphasis of the CAP should be to reduce energy use in all sectors;  

2. City staff should continuously review all actions to make sure they are in accord with 

Vancouver’s climate goals, not waiting for a 4 year review to see how they are doing; 

3. The City should work with other partners to push Clark PUD to provide sources of 100% 

clean energy and retire the RRGP much earlier than 2040, or in the alternative, Vancouver 

should develop its own sources of clean energy;  

4. The use of RNG should be eliminated from the CAP and Early Action Package and steps 

should be aimed at reducing use of methane gas for any purpose except where it is not 

feasible to replace. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this very important issue.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

s/ 

Peter Fels 
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From: Jessica Mccuistion
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Comment for city council meeting tomorrow 6/6
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 7:48:59 AM

You don't often get email from jessicamcc777@yahoo.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to voice my concern and opposition to item number 10 on the agenda for tomorrow Monday the 6th. This
proposed ordinance itself displays the reason peaceful protest is so important. We must have means to publicly show our
opposition to unconstrained elected and appointed officials.

It is very telling in my opinion that this proposed ordinance is designed to be enforced via the courts, lawsuits, and legal fees
instead of via the city police. That fact alone demonstrates that this ordinance is in itself a bullying tactic to intimidate honest
citizens standing up for what they think is right and peacefully protesting. If a crime has been committed from a riot/violence
etc the police should be involved, again because that is a crime. Peacefully protesting is not a crime even though it seems
some on this council believe it should be. It seems some on this council are looking for any loophole to take away the voices
of the people they have been elected to represent.

You as elected representatives took an oath to the Washington State Constitution. You must protect and maintain our
individual rights, that is why we elected you and consent political power. We ONLY consent the power for this protection.
This ordinance is failing and perverting that oath. You will be failing and perverting that oath if you vote to approve.

The right to publicly assembly is designed for situations and officials such as these.

Washington State Constitution.
Article 1, section 1.
All political power is inherent in the people, and governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, and
are established to protect and maintain individual rights

Thank you,
Jessica McCuistion
Vancouver resident
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From: Lori Grindle
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Peaceful Protests
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 7:46:53 AM

[You don't often get email from jorgee514@centurylink.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Whom It May Concern,
This is an overreach of government power. There are already laws on the books dealing with peaceful protests.
Perhaps addressing vagrancy, theft, vandalism, rioting, Illegal weapons possession, drunk and drugged misconduct,
and even murder would be a more adequate way of spending Vancouver citizens/taxpayers money. Clark County
has become the least Policed county in the state. Please bring our officers back to protect the citizens. The
constitution gives citizens a “right” to peacefully protest. Threats of this nature are very concerning. Please
reconsider. Sincerely, Lori A Grindle Vancouver, Washington

Sent from my iPad
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From: MIKEL BRYNN HARTELOO
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: First Amendment guarantees the right of free speech
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 10:04:03 PM

You don't often get email from harteloo5@msn.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

All political power is inherent in the people, and governments derive their just powers from
the consent of the governed, and are established to protect and maintain individual rights.
Washington State Constitution. Article 1, section 1

I am emailing to voice concern & opposition to the agenda for tomorrow Monday the 6th.
The proposed ordinance itself displays the reason peaceful protest is so important. There
must have means to publicly show our opposition to unconstrained elected and appointed
officials.

As an elected representative, you took an oath to the Washington State Constitution. You
must protect and maintain our individual rights, that is why you were elected and consent
political power to you as an elected official. We only consent the power for this protection.
This ordinance is failing and perverting that oath. You will be failing and perverting that
oath if you vote to approve. 
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From: Trish Huddleston
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 9:34:20 PM

You don't often get email from trish9103@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Council members,

I'm very disappointed to see this council trying to restrict peaceful protesters from addressing
their grievances, as our constitution guarantees. The illegitimate administration in our white
house is already disregarding our constitution and moving our country into communism, so we
are depending on our local government bodies to protect us from further tyranny, not enforce
more.

If you are abiding by your oath and protecting citizens rights, then you wouldn't be worried
about your decisions being protested at your city or home offices. And even so, this is a right
we have and you knew that when you ran for that seat then held your hand up and swore to
protect our rights. If you can't handle being in the public eye and/or cannot fulfill your
obligations, then you should step down.

We expect each of you to abide by your oath and not vote for this unconstitutional tyranny.

Cordially,
Trish Huddleston

DocuSign Envelope ID: D51B5999-EFCA-4443-8559-DAEA60147A0D

mailto:trish9103@gmail.com
mailto:CMO@cityofvancouver.us
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification


From: MICHAEL CLEVENGER
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Oppose item #10 proposed change to VMC 6/6/22
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 8:05:01 PM

You don't often get email from michaelclevenger@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to voice my concern and opposition to item number 10 on the agenda for
tomorrow Monday the 6th. This proposed ordinance itself displays the reason
peaceful protest is so important. We must have means to publicly show our
opposition to unconstrained elected and appointed officials. 

It is very telling in my opinion that this proposed ordinance is designed to be enforced
via the courts, lawsuits, and legal fees instead of via the city police. That fact alone
demonstrates that this ordinance is in itself a bullying tactic to intimidate honest
citizens standing up for what they think is right and peacefully protesting. If a crime
has been committed from a riot/violence etc the police should be involved, again
because that is a crime. Peacefully protesting is not a crime even though it seems
some on this council believe it should be. It seems some on this council are looking
for any loophole to take away the voices of the people they have been elected to
represent.

You as elected representatives took an oath to the Washington State Constitution.
You must protect and maintain our individual rights, that is why we elected you and
consent political power. We ONLY consent the power for this protection. This
ordinance is failing and perverting that oath. You will be failing and perverting that
oath if you vote to approve.

The right to publicly assembly is designed for situations and officials such as these.

Washington State Constitution.
Article 1, section 1.
All political power is inherent in the people, and governments derive their just
powers from the consent of the governed, and are established to protect and
maintain individual rights.

Michael Clevenger
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From: Jan V
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: moratorium renewal YES
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 10:56:31 PM

You don't often get email from janowa85@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi all,
Thanks for renewing this pause and reaching out to Whatcom County and Tacoma for
their experiences and thoughts.

We've been through a lot in the last 9 years since Tesoro and learned a lot.

We're working hard in this city and it shows.

I appreciate your efforts.
Jan Verrinder
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From: Heidi Cody
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Heidi Cody_Climate Priority Resolution testimony for 6.6.22
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 3:54:48 PM

You don't often get email from hcodystudio@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

WHEREAS the City Council of Vancouver has chosen aggressive Leading Edge goals of carbon-neutrality by
2040, and aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030, which is just 12 years from now; and

WHEREAS these are very lofty and praiseworthy goals. To achieve them, City Council must act most intelligently
and speedily; and

WHEREAS I am personally tired of not complaining about this rainy weather, while thinking...well at least it’s not
terribly HOT yet...; and

WHEREAS everyone with the brains God gave geese knows fossil fuels are ruinous to our health, safety and
climate; and

WHEREAS it is plainly obvious that so-called natural gas and its Frankenstein offspring “renewable natural gas”
have no rightful place whatsoever in an AGGRESSIVE Climate Action Plan

NOW, THEREFORE: BE IT KNOWN THAT CITY COUNCIL HAS AN OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO RESOLVE
THIS CONUNDRUM:

In the Early Action Plan, please remove “renewable natural gas” from item #3 in the Buildings and Energy section.
The City should not endorse new or expanded use of fossil fuels in the Early Action Plan, or the Climate Action
Plan.

It really is that easy. Thank you.

Heidi Cody
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From: browpeter@aol.com
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Vancouver Action Plan Submission
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 3:02:23 PM

You don't often get email from browpeter@aol.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

There are 3 million cars and trucks registered in the state of Washington and 52 thousand electrical
vehicles. This group intends to completely phase out fossil fuels which power most of the transportation
modules in the state, and install a completely new form of transportation regardless of their ability to meet
and exceed the mandates for climate change. The second largest biodiesel facility in the country lies in
Greys Harbor. It was recently purchased by the Renewable Energy Group which has since been
purchased by Chevron, one of the larger fossil fuel companies.

Several fossil fuel companies are transitioning into renewables and converting their refineries to bio fuel
production. Their intent is clear, to adopt and adapt the new fuel blends to meet and exceed the
mandates expressed in Stern's Climate Change economics that started the whole movement to meet the
challenge of the climate change disaster with existing technology, capacity and infrastructure. Plugging all
the new electrical vehicles into the grid will at worst overload the grid and lead to massive restructuring
that solar and wind can never come close to alleviating.

Our state is blessed with sufficient agricultural solutions to slow the encroaching demands on our grid and
those technologies must be implemented before our energy production, our transportation and our
habitation's needs for heat and power can be met with support from this body and the Federal
Government,

One of the prime mandate of all climate change experts is that any and all solutions we implement must
be available worldwide. Electrification does not come close to that criteria becuase places like Ghana,
Nigeria to name but a couple out of Africa's nations cannot provide enough power to supply their own
needs..

Instead of pontificating on the clean electrical power we should empower our agrarian communities with
methanizers, biodiesel crops such as Camelina and local biomethane generators, thaings that I do not
see in any of our proposals to date.

Peter Brown 
 Wa 98663

https://www.dairybusiness.com/manure-management-lessons-to-be-learned/
http://www.biomassmagazine.com/articles/15960/us-dairy-farms-untapped-biogas-potential
https://www.dairybusiness.com/livestock-manure-lets-use-it-to-transform-americas-energy-system/
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From: sharon sollenberger
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: City Council Meeting, June 6th; Agenda item #7, Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 8:45:21 AM

You don't often get email from ssollenberger@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please protect the health of Vancouver's residents by renewing the temporary Fossil Fuel
Moratorium Extension to prevent any new and/or expanded fossil fuel facilities from being
built. Thank-you . Sincerely, Sharon Sollenberger, Vancouver, WA
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From: sharon sollenberger
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: June 6th City Council mtg; agenda item #4, Climate Priority Resolution
Date: Saturday, June 4, 2022 8:35:25 AM

You don't often get email from ssollenberger@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing to support the City Council in its work on the Climate Action Plan. I urge the
Council to not endorse expanded use of gas in the Early Action Plan as expanded use of fossil
fuels will not reduce emissions in buildings. It is urgent that energy efficiency and
electrification be prioritized in Vancouver homes and buildings to reduce green house gas
emissions. Scientist report that levels of carbon dioxide are rising faster than expected. (The
Columbian, 06/04/2022). Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Sharon
Sollenberger, Vancouver, WA
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From: Vivas Lindy
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Climate Priority Resolution and Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 8:58:51 PM

[You don't often get email from llvblue@aol.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

TO: Vancouver City Council.

We need an ambitious climate plan for Vancouver which puts the health and lives of residents FIRST.
Renewable natural gas is not an effective or viable part of a purposeful climate plan.
NO new or expanded fossil fuel facilities in Vancouver.

Thank you,
Linda Vivas
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From: june yamrick
To: City Council
Subject: Climate Action Plan and Fossil Fuels Moratorium Extension
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 10:00:10 PM

You don't often get email from kokoewok@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I urge you to support a more sustainable strategy of building electrification and energy
efficiency reducing emmisions in Vancouver's 
buildings. By endorsing tree canopy retention we can reduce climate change. 

June Yamrick
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From: Kristin Edmark
To: City Council
Subject: Written Public Comment to June 6 Vancouver City Council meeting
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 2:48:57 PM
Attachments: 2022 City of Vancouver Limate Action Plan.docx

You don't often get email from kristinedmark@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City of Vancouver:

Attached and here below is a comment to June 6th Agenda item #4 Climate Priority Resolution.

Kristin Edmark, concerned citizen, , Battle ground, WA 98604. We also own homes at  Ave, Vancouver and  Ave, Vancouver.

Comment on Agenda Item #4
Thank you so very much on your work in developing Vancouver’s Climate Action Plan. I agree that Vancouver should stay on track to pursue ambitious “Leading Edge” actions for
Vancouver to be carbon-neutral by 2040. This is what citizens I talk to want. Thank you.
I have 3 requests. Please make the Fossil Fuels Moratorium permanent.
Please do what you can to provide electric heating and cooling in new buildings. Those living in apartments deserve safe living spaces as do those who spend days at school or work. We
now know methane heating is becoming increasingly more expensive and is not safe.
Please do not be swayed by fossil fuel promoters to include any fossil fuel projects, like RNG Renewable Natural Gas, hydrogen, biodiesel or biogas, which encourage a delay in a just
transition to clean energy. A closer look at any of these reveals they are too expensive to be practical, encourage increase in use of drilled fossil fuels and fossil fuel infrastructure. All
petroleum releases greenhouse gas when burned. Everyone I talk to wants to keep the goal of carbon neutral by 2040.
Renewable Natural Gas, biogas
Renewable natural gas and biogas are expensive and there are not enough agricultural and other forms of waste to produce a significant amount. The easiest sources of
biogas have already been developed and rarely are able to produce much more methane than is needed to power that facility itself. A 2018 Oregon Department of Energy
Renewable Natural Gas Inventory report to the Oregon legislature found that in the best-case scenario, RNG could only replace about one fifth of the state’s current gas
demand and even that amount is largely dependent on technology that is not currently operational in the US. Studies conducted in Washington and California have come to
similar conclusions. The problems are many including the distance of agricultural operations from pipe infrastructure, high costs, and a lack of guaranteed supply. As the
Sightline Institute reported in March 2021, “Today, a million BTUs (MMBTU) of natural gas costs $3.67. According to a 2019 study prepared for the American Gas Foundation,
about 44 percent of prospective RNG projects can be developed at a cost of $7 to $20 per MMBTU, with a median cost among those of approximately $18. The remaining 56
percent of potential projects exceed $20 per MMBTU.
Bio diesel
I have learned a great deal about biodiesel from NEXT Renewable Fuels at Port Westward who want to build a biodiesel plant. At Port Westward, there are so few sources of
used oil that almost all of the feedstock must come from virgin oils which takes much farmland, farm equipment, and long-distance transportation usually of soybeans from the
mid-west. The process takes large amounts of methane for energy to produce hydrogen which must come from expanded pipelines all of which leak a minimum of 3% to the
atmosphere. This encourages increased production of fracked methane so terrible for the climate/atmosphere and produces health problems for those who live near fracking
site. Biodiesel is most typically supplied in mixes with regular diesel, such as B5, which contains 5% biodiesel and 95% petroleum fuel, and B20, which contains 20% biodiesel.
Both the large energy needed for production and mixing at end-use encourage prolonged diesel use. The process is expensive 90 cent/gallon more expensive in 2011.
https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/biodiesel.shtml The greenhouse gas generated producing and transporting the feedstock, encouragement of fossil fuel use would prevent
Vancouver from meet the goal of carbon neutral by 2040.
Hydrogen
Blue hydrogen is produced using fracked methane. According to a study at Cornell and Stanford University https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2021/08/touted-clean-blue-hydrogen-may-be-
worse-gas-or-
coal#:~:text=Blue%20hydrogen%20starts%20with%20converting%20methane%20to%20hydrogen,hydrogen%2C%20according%20to%20the%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy
. “Blue” hydrogen – an energy source that involves a process for making hydrogen by using methane in natural gas – is being lauded by many as a clean, green energy to help reduce
global warming. But Cornell and Stanford University researchers believe it may harm the climate more than burning fossil fuel. The carbon footprint to create blue hydrogen is more than
20% greater than using either natural gas or coal directly for heat, or about 60% greater than using diesel oil for heat, according to new research published Aug. 2021 in Energy Science
& Engineering.”

Green hydrogen made from wood/plants is expensive and energy intensive, explosive and such a small compound that it leaks and cannot be transported in existing gas
pipelines without weakening the pipe integrity. It takes a large amount of energy to produce hydrogen which at this point is still usually provided by burning large amounts of
methane which encourages methane drilling, use and increased infrastructure. Combustion of hydrogen produces nitrogen oxide pollutants, NOx, making it unsafe in buildings.
There is grave concern about NOx polluting air and water and negative impacts on people’s health.
Vancouver should not encourage petroleum use whether drilled or man-made. We need to transition to the cleanest possible energy as quickly as possible.
Like so many in our area, I appreciate your excellent work. Thank you.
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Thank you so very much on your work in developing Vancouver’s Climate Action Plan. I agree that Vancouver should stay on track to pursue ambitious “Leading Edge” actions for Vancouver to be carbon-neutral by 2040. This is what citizens I talk to want. Thank you. 



I have 3 requests. Please make the Fossil Fuels Moratorium permanent.



Please do what you can to provide electric heating and cooling in new buildings. Those living in apartments deserve safe living spaces as do those who spend days at school or work. We now know methane heating is becoming increasingly more expensive and is not safe.



Please do not be swayed by fossil fuel promoters to include any fossil fuel projects, like RNG Renewable Natural Gas, hydrogen, biodiesel or biogas, which encourage a delay in a just transition to clean energy. A closer look at any of these reveals they are too expensive to be practical, encourage increase in use of drilled fossil fuels and fossil fuel infrastructure. All petroleum releases greenhouse gas when burned. Everyone I talk to wants to keep the goal of carbon neutral by 2040.



Renewable Natural Gas, biogas

Renewable natural gas and biogas are expensive and there are not enough agricultural and other forms of waste to produce a significant amount. The easiest sources of biogas have already been developed and rarely are able to produce much more methane than is needed to power that facility itself.  A 2018 Oregon Department of Energy Renewable Natural Gas Inventory report to the Oregon legislature found that in the best-case scenario, RNG could only replace about one fifth of the state’s current gas demand and even that amount is largely dependent on technology that is not currently operational in the US. Studies conducted in Washington and California  have come to similar conclusions. The problems are many including the distance of agricultural operations from pipe infrastructure, high costs, and a lack of guaranteed supply. As the Sightline Institute reported in March 2021, “Today, a million BTUs (MMBTU) of natural gas costs $3.67. According to a 2019 study prepared for the American Gas Foundation, about 44 percent of prospective RNG projects can be developed at a cost of $7 to $20 per MMBTU, with a median cost among those of approximately $18. The remaining 56 percent of potential projects exceed $20 per MMBTU. 



Bio diesel 

I have learned a great deal about biodiesel from NEXT Renewable Fuels at Port Westward who want to build a biodiesel plant. At Port Westward, there are so few sources of used oil that almost all of the feedstock must come from virgin oils which takes much farmland, farm equipment, and long-distance transportation usually of soybeans from the mid-west. The process takes large amounts of methane for energy to produce hydrogen which must come from expanded pipelines all of which leak a minimum of 3% to the atmosphere. This encourages increased production of fracked methane so terrible for the climate/atmosphere and produces health problems for those who live near fracking site. Biodiesel is most typically supplied in mixes with regular diesel, such as B5, which contains 5% biodiesel and 95% petroleum fuel, and B20, which contains 20% biodiesel. Both the large energy needed for production and mixing at end-use encourage prolonged diesel use. The process is expensive 90 cent/gallon more expensive in 2011. https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/biodiesel.shtml The greenhouse gas generated producing and transporting the feedstock, encouragement of fossil fuel use would prevent Vancouver from meet the goal of carbon neutral by 2040. 



Hydrogen

Blue hydrogen is produced using fracked methane. According to a study at Cornell and Stanford University https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2021/08/touted-clean-blue-hydrogen-may-be-worse-gas-or-coal#:~:text=Blue%20hydrogen%20starts%20with%20converting%20methane%20to%20hydrogen,hydrogen%2C%20according%20to%20the%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy . “Blue” hydrogen – an energy source that involves a process for making hydrogen by using methane in natural gas – is being lauded by many as a clean, green energy to help reduce global warming. But Cornell and Stanford University researchers believe it may harm the climate more than burning fossil fuel. The carbon footprint to create blue hydrogen is more than 20% greater than using either natural gas or coal directly for heat, or about 60% greater than using diesel oil for heat, according to new research published Aug. 2021 in Energy Science & Engineering.” 

Green hydrogen made from wood/plants is expensive and energy intensive, explosive and such a small compound that it leaks and cannot be transported in existing gas pipelines without weakening the pipe integrity. It takes a large amount of energy to produce hydrogen which at this point is still usually provided by burning large amounts of methane which encourages methane drilling, use and increased infrastructure. Combustion of hydrogen produces nitrogen oxide pollutants, NOx, making it unsafe in buildings. There is grave concern about NOx polluting air and water and negative impacts on people’s health. 



Vancouver should not encourage petroleum use whether drilled or man-made. We need to transition to the cleanest possible energy as quickly as possible. 



Like so many in our area, I appreciate your excellent work. Thank you.





Thank you so very much on your work in developing Vancouver’s Climate Action Plan. I agree 
that Vancouver should stay on track to pursue ambitious “Leading Edge” actions for Vancouver 
to be carbon-neutral by 2040. This is what citizens I talk to want. Thank you.  
 
I have 3 requests. Please make the Fossil Fuels Moratorium permanent. 
 
Please do what you can to provide electric heating and cooling in new buildings. Those living in 
apartments deserve safe living spaces as do those who spend days at school or work. We now 
know methane heating is becoming increasingly more expensive and is not safe. 
 
Please do not be swayed by fossil fuel promoters to include any fossil fuel projects, like RNG 
Renewable Natural Gas, hydrogen, biodiesel or biogas, which encourage a delay in a just 
transition to clean energy. A closer look at any of these reveals they are too expensive to be 
practical, encourage increase in use of drilled fossil fuels and fossil fuel infrastructure. All 
petroleum releases greenhouse gas when burned. Everyone I talk to wants to keep the goal of 
carbon neutral by 2040. 
 
Renewable Natural Gas, biogas 
Renewable natural gas and biogas are expensive and there are not enough agricultural and 
other forms of waste to produce a significant amount. The easiest sources of biogas have 
already been developed and rarely are able to produce much more methane than is needed to 
power that facility itself.  A 2018 Oregon Department of Energy Renewable Natural Gas 
Inventory report to the Oregon legislature found that in the best-case scenario, RNG could only 
replace about one fifth of the state’s current gas demand and even that amount is largely 
dependent on technology that is not currently operational in the US. Studies conducted in 
Washington and California  have come to similar conclusions. The problems are many including 
the distance of agricultural operations from pipe infrastructure, high costs, and a lack of 
guaranteed supply. As the Sightline Institute reported in March 2021, “Today, a million BTUs 
(MMBTU) of natural gas costs $3.67. According to a 2019 study prepared for the American Gas 
Foundation, about 44 percent of prospective RNG projects can be developed at a cost of $7 to 
$20 per MMBTU, with a median cost among those of approximately $18. The remaining 56 
percent of potential projects exceed $20 per MMBTU.  
 
Bio diesel  
I have learned a great deal about biodiesel from NEXT Renewable Fuels at Port Westward who 
want to build a biodiesel plant. At Port Westward, there are so few sources of used oil that 
almost all of the feedstock must come from virgin oils which takes much farmland, farm 
equipment, and long-distance transportation usually of soybeans from the mid-west. The 
process takes large amounts of methane for energy to produce hydrogen which must come 
from expanded pipelines all of which leak a minimum of 3% to the atmosphere. This 
encourages increased production of fracked methane so terrible for the climate/atmosphere and 
produces health problems for those who live near fracking site. Biodiesel is most typically 
supplied in mixes with regular diesel, such as B5, which contains 5% biodiesel and 95% 
petroleum fuel, and B20, which contains 20% biodiesel. Both the large energy needed for 
production and mixing at end-use encourage prolonged diesel use. The process is expensive 90 
cent/gallon more expensive in 2011. https://fueleconomy.gov/feg/biodiesel.shtml The 
greenhouse gas generated producing and transporting the feedstock, encouragement of fossil 
fuel use would prevent Vancouver from meet the goal of carbon neutral by 2040.  
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Hydrogen 
Blue hydrogen is produced using fracked methane. According to a study at Cornell and Stanford 
University https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2021/08/touted-clean-blue-hydrogen-may-be-worse-
gas-or-
coal#:~:text=Blue%20hydrogen%20starts%20with%20converting%20methane%20to%20hydr
ogen,hydrogen%2C%20according%20to%20the%20U.S.%20Department%20of%20Energy . 
“Blue” hydrogen – an energy source that involves a process for making hydrogen by using 
methane in natural gas – is being lauded by many as a clean, green energy to help reduce 
global warming. But Cornell and Stanford University researchers believe it may harm the climate 
more than burning fossil fuel. The carbon footprint to create blue hydrogen is more than 20% 
greater than using either natural gas or coal directly for heat, or about 60% greater than using 
diesel oil for heat, according to new research published Aug. 2021 in Energy Science & 
Engineering.”  

Green hydrogen made from wood/plants is expensive and energy intensive, explosive and such 
a small compound that it leaks and cannot be transported in existing gas pipelines without 
weakening the pipe integrity. It takes a large amount of energy to produce hydrogen which at 
this point is still usually provided by burning large amounts of methane which encourages 
methane drilling, use and increased infrastructure. Combustion of hydrogen produces nitrogen 
oxide pollutants, NOx, making it unsafe in buildings. There is grave concern about NOx polluting 
air and water and negative impacts on people’s health.  
 
Vancouver should not encourage petroleum use whether drilled or man-made. We need to 
transition to the cleanest possible energy as quickly as possible.  
 
Like so many in our area, I appreciate your excellent work. Thank you. 
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From: Valerie
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 3:01:03 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 - 3:00pm

Contact Information
First name:
Valerie

Last name:
VanHaren

Street address:

ZIP code:
98660

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

City Council,

I am writing today in support of the proposed changes to VMC 7.04.020 and 7.04.030. Two years
ago, my street was the location of repeated protests that profoundly affected our neighborhood.
While I believe in the importance of the 1st amendment, I'd like to tell you how these protests
impacted my life and why I believe there are times at which limits to free speech must exist. 

One's home is often taken for granted as a place of peace and safety. However, during these
repeated protests, it was impossible to feel at peace or even safe. The noise alone made normal life
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unbearable. More importantly, aside from the inconvenience of the noise, I felt genuine fear. Fear for
myself, my family, and even more so, for my neighbors, whose home was the focus of the protest.
Hour after hour, for several days, an angry group, some of whom were openly armed, yelled at my
neighbors to come out of their home and made multiple threats. Even if it had been a onetime thing,
no one should ever have to go through something like this. 

During this time, I also had a contractor who was so bothered by the protests that he refused to
come to work on my home without himself being armed. I, myself, am a gun owner and not bothered
by guns, However, this only added to the extreme tension I felt. 

The disruption to our lives wasn't just during an active protest either. We as a neighborhood lived on
edge for months. Simply being at home truly became stressful and unpleasant, and that sense of
peace that we once had has never fully returned. This whole experience has forever changed me
and my sense of what home is. I hope you never have to experience what we did. No one should be
made to feel unsafe in their own home. 

I implore you to pass these changes, and I thank you for your time.

Valerie VanHaren

Upload a file:
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From: Dana Dryer
To: City Council
Subject: Support for Pride Proclamation
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 5:01:59 PM

[You don't often get email from danamariedryer@hotmail.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

As someone who loves a person who is LGBTQIA+ I am so grateful to live here in Vancouver, Washington and to
be part of a community that is more inclusive than exclusive. The discrimination and persecution that is running
rampant in other states is beyond frightening. And while we live in a relatively safe bubble, we can and should strive
to ensure that all people are free to live authentic, happy lives.
When we allow people to live authentically and openly and we give each other the grace and love we want for
ourselves and our loved ones, we make our community not only safer and kinder but a place where we grow our
hearts, minds and perspectives through collaboration and connection.

I hope that we will continue to be proud of our LGBTQIA+ community members- they are showing us all how to
live authentically. I also hope that our community and government will continue to stand up for all people and
recognize that we are all worthy, valuable and deserving.

Please continue to fight for equality for all, especially those who’s voices have been silenced or ignored for way too
long. Together, with kindness, understanding, open hearts and minds, we can all grow and benefit.

Happy Pride month!
Dana Dryer
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From: Marty
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 5:33:12 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 - 5:33pm

Contact Information
First name:
Marty

Last name:
McCann

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98660

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

Thank you for recognizing Pride Month and flying the rainbow flag at City Hall all month. This means
a great to deal to me as an LBGTQ+ community member. With so many divisive issues being played
out locally, I’m happy you are standing up for inclusion, equality and justice for all people.
Upload a file:
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From: Robin O"Brien
To: City Council
Subject: Pride Flags
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 6:32:32 PM

You don't often get email from robnobart@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear City Council,

I am a resident of the Lincoln neighborhood in Vancouver. I want to thank you for taking the
step of flying the Pride flag during the month of June.

Especially in these divisive times, it is important to be inclusive of underrepresented
communities.

As someone who is straight but has people close to me who identify as LGBTQ I appreciate
your action .

Sincerely,
Robin O’Brien
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From: Nancy
To: City Council
Subject: Comments for City Council Meeting June 6, 2022
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 8:57:51 PM

You don't often get email from felget@comcast.net. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak. My comments relate to the Climate
Priority Resolution (agenda item # 4) and the Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium
Extension, (agenda item # 7). I urge you to adopt the Climate Priority
Resolution and extend the Moratorium.

I appreciate the Council’s aggressive efforts to address the climate emergency
we face. But I’m concerned about what I believe is misinformation about so-
called “renewable natural gas”, known as RNG. The Early Action Package,
item #3 under the topic “Buildings and Energy” refers to use of RNG if
options to purchase energy from carbon-free energy sources are not
available.

Vancouver should not include RNG as an option in its Early Action Package
or in the ultimate Climate Action Plan the city adopts. The goal of the Early
Action Package and the stated goal of the Resolution adopting that Package
is to reduce greenhouse gases. RNG, even if available in the near future, will
increase, not reduce, greenhouse gas emissions.

RNG is not a green energy source. Renewable natural gas is the industry
term for methane captured from biogenic (organic) waste at landfills,
livestock operations, farms, and sewage treatment facilities. Burning RNG
emits methane. The methane emitted from burning RNG is chemically
identical to methane emitted from burning fossil natural gas. Using RNG
instead of fossil gas merely substitutes one source of methane for another. 

Methane is a toxic greenhouse gas. It’s more destructive to the environment
than CO2. The EPA states methane is more efficient at trapping radiation
than CO2. According to the EPA, pound for pound, the comparative impact of
methane is 25 times greater than CO2 over a 100-year period.
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#methane.
RNG has no place in any plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Again, thank you for moving forward aggressively to address the climate
emergency and thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Nancy Helget

.

Vancouver, WA 98663
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From: Jack Nugent
To: City Council
Subject: Fwd: Climate Action Plan
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 9:00:01 PM
Attachments: 6-6-22 Vancouver city Council letter.docx

You don't often get email from jackandvirginia9@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

My apologies. I sent my public comments to the wrong email address the first time and had to
forward it to the correct email.
Virginia Nugent
---------- Forwarded message ---------
From: Jack Nugent <jackandvirginia9@gmail.com>
Date: Sun, Jun 5, 2022 at 8:50 PM
Subject: Climate Action Plan
To: <council@cityifvancouver.us>

6-6-22
Honorable City Council Members,
I am submitting my public comments on Climate Resolution Agenda # 4 and Fossil Fuel
Facility Moratorium Extension Agenda item # 7.
Virginia Nugent
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6-6-22

Subject: Climate Priority Resolution and Fossil Fuel Moratorium 

Dear Honorable City Council Members,

First, I urge you to approve an extension of the Fossil Fuel Moratorium.

Second:  Why you Must Ban the Use of Natural Gas in All New Building Projects

1. Burning Fossil Fuels Contributes to Climate Change

We have a very small window of opportunity to stop climate change from spiraling out of control making this planet uninhabitable for human beings. Leaders like you must decide whether you are part of the problem or the solution. Our children and grandchildren are counting on you to protect their future. Knowing that burning fossil fuels causes climate change how in all good conscience can you allow the continued use of natural gas in all new building projects? All science research shows we must stop using natural gas if we are to avoid a climate change crisis.

2. Fracked Natural Gas is More Harmful to Climate Change than Coal.

The process of fracking to extract natural gas from the ground causes countless environmental and health threats to nearby communities by releasing dangerous levels of toxins into the air and contaminating the ground water. Not only that, from the moment fracked gas is extracted from the ground to its transport to communities, it leaks methane which is far worse than carbon dioxide, making it more harmful to climate change than coal. 

3. Buildings with Natural Gas Emit Carbon Pollution 

Buildings account for 40% of the world’s carbon dioxide pollution. In Washington state, buildings are our states fastest growing source of carbon pollution. Appliances like oil furnaces, natural gas water heaters and stoves have caused an increase of carbon dioxide emissions by more than 50% since 1990. The natural gas we burn in buildings is mainly methane, a greenhouse gas 84 times more damaging than CO2 over a 20-year period. If you would adopt a ban on allowing natural gas in all new building projects and go all electric, that will make a huge impact on reducing our cities CO2 emissions. 

4. Natural Gas Stoves Emit Methane 

“The journal Environmental Science and Technology found methane emissions from gas stoves across the United States are roughly equivalent to the carbon dioxide released by half a million gas-powered cars in a year.”

According to a Stanford University study, “gas stoves may emit methane even when they are off. About 80% of the emissions come from loose couplings between the stove and gas pipes. This can lead to more emissions over 24 hours than emitted when the burners are on.”

5. Cooking on a Gas Stove Causes Unhealthy Indoor Air. 

Cooking on a gas stove particularly unvented gas stoves, can spike emissions of nitrogen oxide and carbon monoxide to levels that would violate outdoor pollution levels. The problem is, even when a home has the proper ventilation system, many peoples don’t use them because they are a nuisance, are noisy or they just forget. Consequently, homes with gas stoves can have nitrogen dioxide concentrations that are 50-400% higher than homes with electric stoves. Children in a home with a gas stove have a 24-42% increased risk of having asthma. Carbon monoxide causes flu like symptoms, decrease in lung function and damage to the nervous system. 

6. Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) is Not the Answer.

First, the production of renewable natural gas is as harmful to the environment as mining fossil fuels.  Second, there isn’t enough to supply our needs. RNG would only replace roughly 3 to seven percent of today’s gas use. Be sure to ask the natural gas representatives exactly how much RNG would actually be available to customers. Third, RNG poses the same health, pollution and emissions impact as fossil fuel and costs three to 18 times more.

The natural gas industries push to promote RNG is more about protecting company profits than reducing climate emissions. They know that they are a dying industry and will use all kinds of smoke and mirrors to lure you into the continued use of their product.

             Respectfully,

Virginia Nugent

2600 NE 142nd St. 

Vancouver, WA 98686



6-6-22 

Subject: Climate Priority Resolution and Fossil Fuel Moratorium  

Dear Honorable City Council Members, 

First, I urge you to approve an extension of the Fossil Fuel Moratorium. 

Second:  Why you Must Ban the Use of Natural Gas in All New Building Projects 

1. Burning Fossil Fuels Contributes to Climate Change 
We have a very small window of opportunity to stop climate change from 
spiraling out of control making this planet uninhabitable for human 
beings. Leaders like you must decide whether you are part of the problem 
or the solution. Our children and grandchildren are counting on you to 
protect their future. Knowing that burning fossil fuels causes climate 
change how in all good conscience can you allow the continued use of 
natural gas in all new building projects? All science research shows we must 
stop using natural gas if we are to avoid a climate change crisis. 

2. Fracked Natural Gas is More Harmful to Climate Change than Coal. 
The process of fracking to extract natural gas from the ground causes 
countless environmental and health threats to nearby communities by 
releasing dangerous levels of toxins into the air and contaminating the 
ground water. Not only that, from the moment fracked gas is extracted from 
the ground to its transport to communities, it leaks methane which is far 
worse than carbon dioxide, making it more harmful to climate change than 
coal.  

3. Buildings with Natural Gas Emit Carbon Pollution  
Buildings account for 40% of the world’s carbon dioxide pollution. In 
Washington state, buildings are our states fastest growing source of carbon 
pollution. Appliances like oil furnaces, natural gas water heaters and stoves 
have caused an increase of carbon dioxide emissions by more than 50% 
since 1990. The natural gas we burn in buildings is mainly methane, a 
greenhouse gas 84 times more damaging than CO2 over a 20-year period. If 
you would adopt a ban on allowing natural gas in all new building projects 
and go all electric, that will make a huge impact on reducing our cities CO2 
emissions.  

4. Natural Gas Stoves Emit Methane  
“The journal Environmental Science and Technology found methane 
emissions from gas stoves across the United States are roughly equivalent 
to the carbon dioxide released by half a million gas-powered cars in a year.” 
According to a Stanford University study, “gas stoves may emit methane 
even when they are off. About 80% of the emissions come from loose 
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couplings between the stove and gas pipes. This can lead to more emissions 
over 24 hours than emitted when the burners are on.” 

5. Cooking on a Gas Stove Causes Unhealthy Indoor Air.  
Cooking on a gas stove particularly unvented gas stoves, can spike 
emissions of nitrogen oxide and carbon monoxide to levels that would 
violate outdoor pollution levels. The problem is, even when a home has the 
proper ventilation system, many peoples don’t use them because they are a 
nuisance, are noisy or they just forget. Consequently, homes with gas stoves 
can have nitrogen dioxide concentrations that are 50-400% higher than 
homes with electric stoves. Children in a home with a gas stove have a 24-
42% increased risk of having asthma. Carbon monoxide causes flu like 
symptoms, decrease in lung function and damage to the nervous system.  

6. Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) is Not the Answer. 
First, the production of renewable natural gas is as harmful to the 
environment as mining fossil fuels.  Second, there isn’t enough to supply 
our needs. RNG would only replace roughly 3 to seven percent of today’s gas 
use. Be sure to ask the natural gas representatives exactly how much RNG 
would actually be available to customers. Third, RNG poses the same 
health, pollution and emissions impact as fossil fuel and costs three to 18 
times more. 
The natural gas industries push to promote RNG is more about protecting 
company profits than reducing climate emissions. They know that they are 
a dying industry and will use all kinds of smoke and mirrors to lure you into 
the continued use of their product. 

             Respectfully, 

Virginia Nugent 
  

Vancouver, WA 98686 
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: HCody_ClimateResolution Testimony Revision for 6.6.22
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:38:33 AM
Attachments: hcody_COV_EAPtestimony.rev.6.6.22.pdf
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Best,
 
Shannon Ripp | Support Specialist III
 

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
City Manager’s Office
P: (360) 487-8607
www.cityofvancouver.us
 
LEARN ABOUT VANCOUVER’S COVID-19 RESPONSE HERE
 

From: Heidi Cody  
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 9:24 AM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: HCody_ClimateResolution Testimony Revision for 6.6.22
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi, I am already registered to testify on the Climate Priority Resolution tonight, but have revised my
testimony. It is attached and also pasted in below: 
 
Heidi Cody Testimony
June 6, 2022
Climate Priority Resolution/Early Action Plan
 
 
Hello everyone,  my name is Heidi Cody. I have written to City Council so often about 
renewable natural gas, or RNG, that even I am tired of listening to myself about this. So for
something different, I decided to borrow the literary form of a resolution for tonight.
- - - -

WHEREAS the City Council of Vancouver has chosen aggressive Leading Edge goals of carbon-
neutrality by 2040, and aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030, which is just
eight years from now; and
 
WHEREAS these are very lofty and praiseworthy goals. To achieve them, City Council must act
most intelligently and speedily; and
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Heidi Cody Testimony			   June 6, 2022
Climate Priority Resolution/Early Action Plan


Hello everyone,  my name is Heidi Cody. I have written to City Council so often about  
renewable natural gas, or RNG, that even I am tired of listening to myself about this. So 
for something different, I decided to borrow the literary form of a resolution for tonight.
- - - -
 
WHEREAS the City Council of Vancouver has chosen aggressive Leading Edge goals of 
carbon-neutrality by 2040, and aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030, 
which is just eight years from now; and


WHEREAS these are very lofty and praiseworthy goals. To achieve them, City Council 
must act most intelligently and speedily; and


WHEREAS I am personally tired of not complaining about this rainy weather, while 
thinking...well at least it’s not terribly HOT yet...; and


WHEREAS everyone with the brains God gave geese knows fossil fuels are ruinous to  
our health, safety and climate; and


WHEREAS it is plainly obvious that so-called natural gas and its Frankenstein offspring 
“renewable natural gas” have no rightful place whatsoever in an AGGRESSIVE Climate 
Action Plan


NOW, THEREFORE: BE IT KNOWN THAT CITY COUNCIL HAS AN  
OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO RESOLVE THIS CONUNDRUM:


In the Early Action Plan, please remove “renewable natural gas” from item 3 in the Build-
ings and Energy section. The City should not endorse new or expanded use of fossil fuels 
in the Early Action Plan, or the Climate Action Plan.


It really is that easy. Thank you.






uuuuuuuuuu





WHEREAS I am personally tired of not complaining about this rainy weather, while thinking...well
at least it’s not terribly HOT yet...; and
 
WHEREAS everyone with the brains God gave geese knows fossil fuels are ruinous to our health,
safety and climate; and
 
WHEREAS it is plainly obvious that so-called natural gas and its Frankenstein offspring
“renewable natural gas” have no rightful place whatsoever in an AGGRESSIVE Climate Action
Plan
 
NOW, THEREFORE: BE IT KNOWN THAT CITY COUNCIL HAS AN 
OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO RESOLVE THIS CONUNDRUM:
 
In the Early Action Plan, please remove “renewable natural gas” from item 3 in the Buildings and
Energy section. The City should not endorse new or expanded use of fossil fuels in the Early
Action Plan, or the Climate Action Plan.
 
It really is that easy. Thank you.
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Heidi Cody Testimony			   June 6, 2022
Climate Priority Resolution/Early Action Plan

Hello everyone,  my name is Heidi Cody. I have written to City Council so often about  
renewable natural gas, or RNG, that even I am tired of listening to myself about this. So 
for something different, I decided to borrow the literary form of a resolution for tonight.
- - - -
 
WHEREAS the City Council of Vancouver has chosen aggressive Leading Edge goals of 
carbon-neutrality by 2040, and aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 80% by 2030, 
which is just eight years from now; and

WHEREAS these are very lofty and praiseworthy goals. To achieve them, City Council 
must act most intelligently and speedily; and

WHEREAS I am personally tired of not complaining about this rainy weather, while 
thinking...well at least it’s not terribly HOT yet...; and

WHEREAS everyone with the brains God gave geese knows fossil fuels are ruinous to  
our health, safety and climate; and

WHEREAS it is plainly obvious that so-called natural gas and its Frankenstein offspring 
“renewable natural gas” have no rightful place whatsoever in an AGGRESSIVE Climate 
Action Plan

NOW, THEREFORE: BE IT KNOWN THAT CITY COUNCIL HAS AN  
OPPORTUNITY TONIGHT TO RESOLVE THIS CONUNDRUM:

In the Early Action Plan, please remove “renewable natural gas” from item 3 in the Build-
ings and Energy section. The City should not endorse new or expanded use of fossil fuels 
in the Early Action Plan, or the Climate Action Plan.

It really is that easy. Thank you.
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Protest in protest of the upcoming ordinance
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:10:23 AM

Best,

Shannon Ripp | Support Specialist III

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
City Manager’s Office
P: (360) 487-8607
www.cityofvancouver.us

LEARN ABOUT VANCOUVER’S COVID-19 RESPONSE HERE

-----Original Message-----
From: Elspeth Feb 
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:06 AM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Protest in protest of the upcoming ordinance

[You don't often get email from sorainflight@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,
My name is Elspeth Feb, I am a 15 year old resident of Clark County. Hearing about the recent news on the
upcoming ordinance being decided tomorrow, I feel the need to share my thoughts on the matter. Please, do not let
this happen! If freedom of speech means anything in this country, in this county, it means this: The people’s voices
matter. Not just white, straight, Christian people. The black, queer, indigenous, everyone matters! If change is to
take course, we need to rise up. The first window broken during the protesting of George Floyd was by a white man,
dressed all in black. He got in and he got out. He was not caught. But mothers who are peacefully holding banners
and signs get tear-gassed by police and religious militia. This is wrong.
Do not let fascism take over America. Please.

~Elspeth Feb

Sent from my iPhone
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From:
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Please protect peaceful protest!
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:44:12 AM

[You don't often get email from charityfeb@icloud.com. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Vancouver city council, I implore you. Please, please protect your citizens' right to peacefully protest. If you
individually are for this measure, then I know I can’t sway you. The January 6 crowd won’t be swayed. But if you
are on the fence, please really think about whether the Russian model of civic disobedience management is the
model you want us to be following.

I have LongCovid likely turned to myalgic encephalomyelitis, so have very little energy, and I’m a single mama;
otherwise, I’d be there in person.

Thank you for reading my comment.

Charity Feb
Camas, WA
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From: Dan Clevenger
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Oppose item #10 proposed change to VMC 6/6/22
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:38:57 AM

You don't often get email from danclevenger97@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello,

I am writing to voice my concern and opposition to item number 10 on the agenda for
Monday, June 6th. This proposed ordinance itself displays the reason peaceful
protest is so important. We must have means to publicly show our opposition to
unconstrained elected and appointed officials. 

It is very telling in my opinion that this proposed ordinance is designed to be enforced
via the courts, lawsuits, and legal fees instead of via the city police. That fact alone
demonstrates that this ordinance is in itself a bullying tactic to intimidate honest
citizens standing up for what they think is right and peacefully protesting. If a crime
has been committed from a riot/violence etc. the police should be involved, again
because that is a crime. Peacefully protesting is not a crime even though it seems
some on this council believe it should be. It seems some on this council are looking
for any loophole to take away the voices of the people they have been elected to
represent.

You as elected representatives took an oath to the Washington State Constitution.
You must protect and maintain our individual rights, that is why we elected you and
consent political power. We ONLY consent the power for this protection. This
ordinance is failing and perverting that oath. You will be failing and perverting that
oath if you vote to approve.

The right to publicly assembly is designed for situations and officials such as these.

Thank you,

Daniel Clevenger
 Vancouver, WA 98665
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From: Don Steinke
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: For the council members today
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:35:58 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

From Don Steinke
Here is a copy of the comments I plan to say tonight.

Hello everyone, my name is Don Steinke

I believe that renewable fuels are a bait-and-switch proposition. The State
of California has experts in renewable fuels in their Low Carbon Fuels
Program. On their website they list the carbon intensities of more than
1000 different types of renewable fuels. Some are very good, and some
are worse than coal.

The gas companies are hoping no one knows that.

Any provision for biofuels needs to declare a limit of the fossil gas allowed
to be blended into the pipes.

Fossil fuels have a carbon intensity around +100, and dairy gas has a
carbon intensity of -400.

Northwest Natural could blend four parts of fossil gas with one part of
dairy gas, and claim to be net zero.

However, according to the Washington State Department of Commerce,
dairies cannot provide even as much as 8% of the existing sales of gas.

Furthermore, renewable gas is more expensive than fossil gas.

What happens when the gas companies cannot get the 20% they promise?
They might blend in fossil gas and who would know the difference? We
should not allow the gas company to expand.

On a related topic, it will be far easier to achieve your emissions reduction
goals if the school districts have a similar goal. I have one team of
students in the Evergreen School District, and one in the Vancouver School
District that is planning to advocate for that at school board meetings. Five
students in the Evergreen District did that a month ago, and now at least
one student is planning to do it at the Vancouver School Board meeting
tomorrow. And they plan to persist.

Students in the Evergreen Schools plan to show up in support. I was
planning to also, but have another event at the same time.

Lastly, I really appreciate all you do regarding density. That will help
reduce emissions not only in Vancouver but also in the rest of the County.
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Thanks for all you, including your staff, do.
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From: Laurie Kerr
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Climate Priority Resolution and Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 10:35:54 AM

You don't often get email from lauriekerr10@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To the Vancouver City Council,

I urge the City of Vancouver to take the bold action to protect the health and safety of the
community by investing in a Climate Action Plan and Fossil Fuel Ordinance to prohibit the
construction of new and expanded fossil fuel facilities in Vancouver. The Climate Action Plan would
reduce our greenhouse gas emissions by increasing walking, biking, and transit. It would also
increase tree canopy and open spaces which would not only beautify the city, but also serve as
carbon storage. Furthermore, this plan would improve land use and concentrate growth as well as
increase housing options.

According to the WA Dept of Health Disparities Map, the communities surrounding the Port rank the
highest in pollution and environmental health impacts. These neighborhoods tend to be low income
and Black, Indigenous, and people of color, thereby impacting BIPOC communities to a much greater
degree.

The Fossil Fuel Moratorium to safeguard our communities would support a more equitable solution
to BIPOC communities by permanently prohibiting new bulk crude oil facilities and other build fossil
fuels. It is time to prioritize the health and safety of our communities rather than continuing to
support the fossil fuel industry. Furthermore, Vancouver’s large-scale follis fuel facilities are all at
moderate to high risk for liquefaction by an earthquake. Our communities deserve to breathe clean
air and drink clean water. I urge you to take action to permanently protect our community. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment.

Laurie Kerr

lauriekerr@pacifier.com
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From: Jackie O
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Anti protest ordinance
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 8:36:41 PM

You don't often get email from jackie.firefly63@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am writing in opposition to the number 10 item on the agenda tomorrow. The people of
Washington state have a right to peacefully protest and the city has no right to take that away.
Sincerely, a concerned citizen
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From: Janis Frasier
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: Proposed changes to the Vancouver Municipal Code (“VMC”) 7.05.010, 7.04.020, 7.04.030, 2.46.020
Date: Sunday, June 5, 2022 9:28:16 PM

You don't often get email from jmfrasier555@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I object to proposed changes to the Vancouver Municipal Code (“VMC”) 7.05.010, 7.04.020,
7.04.030, 2.46.020.
The right to protest is a constitutional right that we the people intend to keep.
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You don't often get email from mellison@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: City Council mtg June 6 Comments - Consent Agenda #4
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 11:53:01 AM

Hi Sarah,
 
Please see the public testimony for tonight’s meeting below.
 
Thank you,
City Manager’s Office
CITY OF VANCOUVER
P.O. Box 1995 • Vancouver, WA 98668-1995

P: 360.487.8600 | F: 360.487.8625
www.cityofvancouver.us
 
 
 

From: Mike Ellison  
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 11:48 AM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: City Council mtg June 6 Comments - Consent Agenda #4
 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

June 6, 2022
I am writing to support adopting the Climate Priority Resolution in Consent Agenda Item 4. I
moved to Vancouver when I was 6 weeks old. I have lived in here almost all of my 67 years. I
taught high school science for 22 years, most of that in Vancouver.
 
The work you are taking on with this resolution will be challenging. There are many complicated
choices. Finding the best options will take much work. I am grateful that you are accepting the
challenge to safeguard our community and to help us flourish.

I want to highlight aspects of the Climate Priority Resolution that I appreciate.
I believe you’ve adopted appropriately ambitious goals in Section 2. These goals are required
by the current science, which you have acknowledged. It is important to me to mention that
the term “carbon neutrality” must be evaluated over time in reference to what science tells
us about how much carbon emissions must be reduced. If I may speak as a teacher, as we’ve
been taught by the pandemic, the science of biology will dictate the consequences of our
actions, regardless of our wishes. Our particular words on paper will make no difference to
the physics of climate science. Our actions over time will make the difference in what we and
our children will face. We must make sure “carbon neutrality” actually means less greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere, as the science tells us.
I appreciate the commitments to Equity and Social Justice in Section 7 and to elevating the
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voices and concerns of youth and those from the most vulnerable communities in Section 8. I
believe these will only matter if you actually create a way to share power with these groups. I
believe this path is very challenging and very worthwhile and is required for these sections to
be meaningful. I believe it is important that you acknowledge the need for equity throughout
the resolution.
I believe that it is wise to identify "the most impactful, systemic strategies to shift Vancouver
toward carbon neutrality and increased community resilience." I agree that climate science
tells us that urgency is critical. It is good that the Early Action Package (Section 4) identifies
these steps.

 
The rest of my testimony expresses some concerns as you implement the Early Action
Package.

Regarding Action 3 in the EAP. I agree that “Priority should be given to options that enable the
City to either source its electricity directly from, or replaced in the power grid with,
renewable, emissions-free resources.” I have strong concerns about Renewable Natural Gas
(RNG). First, the RNG supply is very limited, it is expensive, and it is C-intensive. I believe it is
critical to avoid taking any action that allows NW Natural to build out any new gas
infrastructure or improvement of existing infrastructure that justifies ratepayer money
(including citizens and the city) to go to NWN rather than building the new electric
infrastructure that can eventually allow very low emission energy sources. We must not allow
our resources to go into any infrastructure investment that reduces our ability to make the
investments that will produce or allow us to use low emission energy. This means
electrification over fossil or renewable gas. 
I agree with the research and policy advice that as a society should prioritize the use of the
methane available at a reasonable price from decay of organic material to be used in difficult
to decarbonize industrial processes like steel and concrete production. This will result in lower
C emissions across the economy, which determine the level of climate change consequences
we will face in Vancouver. 
Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) must also be scrutinized carefully. These markets are
controversial. We must be certain that taking this action will result in greater C emissions
reductions than alternatives. If this isn’t true, we will suffer greater consequences from
climate change. Please get the very best advice you can on this.
Regarding Action 4 in the EAP. I applaud the inclusion of these subsides. Assisting low-income
residents will accrue benefits to all of us. However, please keep in mind the need to avoid any
new gas infrastructure or appliances.
Regarding Action 7 in the EAP. The action states “Where electric or hybrid replacements are
not yet feasible, which is likely the case for heavier-duty vehicles, seek opportunities to use
lower carbon intensity ‘step-down’ fuels such as hydrogen, renewable diesel, and propane
instead of traditional gas and diesel fuels. Short-term leases or other short-term
arrangements may be prioritized where ZEVs are not available.” The second sentence appears
to acknowledge that use of ‘step-down’ fuels should not get any long-term investment. Again,
I hope you will skeptically evaluate options like “hydrogen, renewable diesel, and propane”.
Make sure the true C intensity of these fuels are known. More expensive electrification in the
short-term should be evaluated on its long-term benefits.

 
Thank you for listening and your work for our community.
 
Sincerely,
Mike Ellison (he/him)

 
Vancouver, WA

 
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Changes to ordinances regarding protestors
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 11:57:39 AM

Hi Sarah,

Please see the public testimony below for tonight's 6/6 council meeting.

Thank you,

City Manager’s Office
CITY OF VANCOUVER
P.O. Box 1995 • Vancouver, WA 98668-1995
P: 360.487.8600 | F: 360.487.8625
www.cityofvancouver.us

-----Original Message-----
From: Sharon 
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 11:54 AM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Changes to ordinances regarding protestors

[You don't often get email from sharoncrowson@comcast.net. Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

I am against any changes to ordinances for peaceful protestors rights to protest in Vancouver, as it goes against our
1st Amendment to the Constitution.

Respectfully,

Sharon Crowson
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Consent Agenda Item #4 Climate Priority Resolution and Item #7 Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension
Date: Monday, June 6, 2022 12:13:00 PM
Attachments: 2022-06-06 City Council Consent Agenda Item #4, Climate Priority Resolution.pdf

2022-06-06 Consent Agenda Item #7 Public Hearing Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension.pdf
image001.png

 
 
Until next time,
 
Shannon Ripp | Support Specialist III
 

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
City Manager’s Office
P: (360) 487-8607
www.cityofvancouver.us
 
LEARN ABOUT VANCOUVER’S COVID-19 RESPONSE HERE
 

From: Cathryn Chudy  
Sent: Monday, June 6, 2022 12:01 PM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Consent Agenda Item #4 Climate Priority Resolution and Item #7 Fossil Fuel Facility
Moratorium Extension
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

See attached:

Item #4 Climate Priority Resolution and Item #7 Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium
Extension

Thank Youu, Cathryn Chudy
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To: Vancouver City Council and Staff
Re: Climate Priority Resolution/Consent Agenda Item #4/Cathryn Chudy


Officials at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on Friday warned
that continued dependence on fossil fuels keeps humanity hurtling toward a “global catastrophe” 
with one researcher noting that “we have known about this for half a century, and have failed to
do anything meaningful about it.”


Up until now we have been hampered by a lack of collective will to face the problem and take
effective action to reduce the use of fossil fuels that are harming our health and the environment
around us.  The problem is serious enough that our state and now our city are in motion to stop
digging us deeper with unrestrained expansion of fossil fuels. This requires wise and proactive
measures that resist short-term thinking.  The pressure of the gas industry pushing greenwashing
distractions that may serve their business model but will only prolong the transition (already
underway) to truly clean energy in our buildings and transportation systems is a significant
problem, and one I hope our Council will resist.


The Climate Priority Resolution with it’s Early Action Package marks a key step forward in
setting our city and community on the necessary pathway to ensure that strong, equitable climate
protection is front and center.


The Los Angeles City Council recently voted “NO” to fossil fuels in new buildings:
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/05/30/with-las-vote-americas-two-largest-cities-have-said-no-ne
w-fossil-gas/  


An excerpt from this article points to what we are facing in Vancouver regarding the "red
herring" of "renewable natural gas" being pushed by the gas industry as a way to continue adding
customers and expanding their business model (instead of genuinely participating realistically in
the effort to transition off of fossil fuels in buildings):


“The industry has also started touting things like renewable natural gas and hydrogen as
reasons to maintain their methane leaking pipelines, which are at best red herrings. While both
fuels may have roles to play in a decarbonized world, most experts agree they will be used in
hard-to-clean-up sectors like heavy industry and not in easy-to-decarbonize sectors like
buildings.”


A technology that cannot in the foreseeable future deliver a “renewable” product for use in
existing as well as in new buildings, that won’t free us from methane in health-harming and
climate-impacting leaky gas pipelines, has no place in Vancouver’s short-term action package.


For this reason I urge Council to simply remove the reference to “renewable natural gas” (in Item
#3 of the Buildings and Energy section on p. 4 of Attachment A), since this only serves to
reinforce continued gas use in municipal buildings instead of using available and cost-effective
ways to transition municipal buildings to 100% renewable energy, maximizing localized clean
energy generation along with utilizing all available energy efficiency programs.



https://cleantechnica.com/2022/05/30/with-las-vote-americas-two-largest-cities-have-said-no-new-fossil-gas/
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To: Vancouver City Council and Staff
Re: June 6 Public Hearing Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension
June 6, 2022/Cathryn Chudy


I am a long time resident of Vancouver and strongly continue to support permanent regulations
to ban new and expansion of existing fossil fuels facilities in order to protect the safety and
health of residents in our city and community.  I appreciate the existing ordinance that has
protected us from crude oil facilities since 2014, and this update to include other forms of bulk
volatile fossil fuels is a necessary undertaking for Vancouver.


I appreciate that we are getting closer to finalizing a strong ordinance update and I support this
last extension of the current Moratorium, for city staff and consultants to have the time to
complete the necessary steps.


I am a local member of Columbia Riverkeeper (CRK) and I fully agree with the testimony of
Dan Serres, CRK’s Conservation Director, who for the first reading of the Extension Ordinance
on May 23rd offered this testimony:


On behalf of Columbia Riverkeeper and our members in Vancouver and beyond, I urge you to
extend the fossil fuel moratorium. The moratorium is necessary to protect Vancouver from the
health and safety impacts of large-scale fossil fuel facilities while city staff conduct a full and
thorough process.


In the City's final policy, we encourage staff to ensure that the City's analysis and final
ordinance reflect the major health, safety, economic, and environmental benefits that would
come from avoiding the additional fossil fuel-related hazards and pollution of large-scale fossil
fuel facilities.


Smog-forming pollution, diesel particulate matter, spill risks, and safety hazards associated with
large-scale fossil fuel facilities would pose environmental justice concerns in Vancouver. As
noted in previous comments, environmental health disparities in Vancouver are already
pronounced. We are counting on this policy to enable the City to reduce these burdens, a benefit
to the health and safety of Vancouver residents.


Thank you for all you are doing to set strong policies to protect our health and safety, now and
into the future.
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To: Vancouver City Council and Staff
Re: June 6 Public Hearing Fossil Fuel Facility Moratorium Extension
June 6, 2022/Cathryn Chudy

I am a long time resident of Vancouver and strongly continue to support permanent regulations
to ban new and expansion of existing fossil fuels facilities in order to protect the safety and
health of residents in our city and community.  I appreciate the existing ordinance that has
protected us from crude oil facilities since 2014, and this update to include other forms of bulk
volatile fossil fuels is a necessary undertaking for Vancouver.

I appreciate that we are getting closer to finalizing a strong ordinance update and I support this
last extension of the current Moratorium, for city staff and consultants to have the time to
complete the necessary steps.

I am a local member of Columbia Riverkeeper (CRK) and I fully agree with the testimony of
Dan Serres, CRK’s Conservation Director, who for the first reading of the Extension Ordinance
on May 23rd offered this testimony:

On behalf of Columbia Riverkeeper and our members in Vancouver and beyond, I urge you to
extend the fossil fuel moratorium. The moratorium is necessary to protect Vancouver from the
health and safety impacts of large-scale fossil fuel facilities while city staff conduct a full and
thorough process.

In the City's final policy, we encourage staff to ensure that the City's analysis and final
ordinance reflect the major health, safety, economic, and environmental benefits that would
come from avoiding the additional fossil fuel-related hazards and pollution of large-scale fossil
fuel facilities.

Smog-forming pollution, diesel particulate matter, spill risks, and safety hazards associated with
large-scale fossil fuel facilities would pose environmental justice concerns in Vancouver. As
noted in previous comments, environmental health disparities in Vancouver are already
pronounced. We are counting on this policy to enable the City to reduce these burdens, a benefit
to the health and safety of Vancouver residents.

Thank you for all you are doing to set strong policies to protect our health and safety, now and
into the future.
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To: Vancouver City Council and Staff
Re: Climate Priority Resolution/Consent Agenda Item #4/Cathryn Chudy

Officials at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on Friday warned
that continued dependence on fossil fuels keeps humanity hurtling toward a “global catastrophe” 
with one researcher noting that “we have known about this for half a century, and have failed to
do anything meaningful about it.”

Up until now we have been hampered by a lack of collective will to face the problem and take
effective action to reduce the use of fossil fuels that are harming our health and the environment
around us.  The problem is serious enough that our state and now our city are in motion to stop
digging us deeper with unrestrained expansion of fossil fuels. This requires wise and proactive
measures that resist short-term thinking.  The pressure of the gas industry pushing greenwashing
distractions that may serve their business model but will only prolong the transition (already
underway) to truly clean energy in our buildings and transportation systems is a significant
problem, and one I hope our Council will resist.

The Climate Priority Resolution with it’s Early Action Package marks a key step forward in
setting our city and community on the necessary pathway to ensure that strong, equitable climate
protection is front and center.

The Los Angeles City Council recently voted “NO” to fossil fuels in new buildings:
https://cleantechnica.com/2022/05/30/with-las-vote-americas-two-largest-cities-have-said-no-ne
w-fossil-gas/  

An excerpt from this article points to what we are facing in Vancouver regarding the "red
herring" of "renewable natural gas" being pushed by the gas industry as a way to continue adding
customers and expanding their business model (instead of genuinely participating realistically in
the effort to transition off of fossil fuels in buildings):

“The industry has also started touting things like renewable natural gas and hydrogen as
reasons to maintain their methane leaking pipelines, which are at best red herrings. While both
fuels may have roles to play in a decarbonized world, most experts agree they will be used in
hard-to-clean-up sectors like heavy industry and not in easy-to-decarbonize sectors like
buildings.”

A technology that cannot in the foreseeable future deliver a “renewable” product for use in
existing as well as in new buildings, that won’t free us from methane in health-harming and
climate-impacting leaky gas pipelines, has no place in Vancouver’s short-term action package.

For this reason I urge Council to simply remove the reference to “renewable natural gas” (in Item
#3 of the Buildings and Energy section on p. 4 of Attachment A), since this only serves to
reinforce continued gas use in municipal buildings instead of using available and cost-effective
ways to transition municipal buildings to 100% renewable energy, maximizing localized clean
energy generation along with utilizing all available energy efficiency programs.
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Cc: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
Subject: FW: Public comment for 6/6/22 City Council meeting
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 3:40:46 PM

Hi Sarah,

We received the below public comment for the 6/6 council meeting. 

Thanks,

City Manager’s Office
CITY OF VANCOUVER
P.O. Box 1995 • Vancouver, WA 98668-1995

P: 360.487.8600 | F: 360.487.8625
www.cityofvancouver.us
 
 
 

From: Jean M. Avery  
Sent: Friday, May 27, 2022 2:38 PM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Public comment for 6/6/22 City Council meeting
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

To Madam Mayor and City Council,
 
Thank you for your forward progress on Vancouver's Climate Action Plan. Now we need to
permanently ban fossil fuels.
 
As you know, to protect our climate and our local living spaces, we need to:

reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
eliminate oil and gas,
transition to 100% renewable energy,
work with Clark PUD and other partners,
emphasize social equity and climate justice.

In the same spirit that defeated the huge oil terminal, please extend the fossil fuel moratorium and
make it permanent.
 
Thank you.
Jean M. Avery
Vancouver resident
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From: Rebecca
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 5:38:11 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 - 5:38pm

Contact Information
First name:
Rebecca

Last name:
Farrell

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98660

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

I am here to provide support regarding the ordinance modifications for noise, gathering outside
residences, and to enable public volunteers and/or members of council to protect themselves from
harassment and stalking. I am in direct support of these modifications, as I believe that private
residences should be safe spaces for families free of threat that they feel - regardless of how other
people define threat. If a person and their presence is making someone feel unsafe at a personal
residence, then people can find other legal ways to voice opinions and/or gather. It actually doesn't
matter if someone or a group does not think they are being threatening, it only matters if someone on
the receiving end feels unsafe. That's just the truth.
Upload a file:
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From: Larry
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 1:23:16 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Saturday, May 28, 2022 - 1:23pm

Contact Information
First name:
Larry

Last name:
Krauser

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98684

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Request information

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

My previous message went directly to the mayor- I never received a response-
I want to know what you're doing to stop Vancouver from looking like Portland ?
When are you going to start letting the police do their job ?
Maybe it's time to start citizen patrols- someone has to watch out for our neighborhoods-it's obvious
you don't.
You need to let the citizens know what you're doing instead of keeping quiet - hoping things will get
better.
Is your bonus program for hiring new officers working ? we don't know.
What's happening with the homeless situation ? Are they being moved to transitional housing ? Are
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camps being torn down ? we don't hear. The last news on this was when the encampment near Mill
Plain and Chklov was cleared- since then nothing. We do not like being treated like mushrooms- try
being pro-active instead of reactive and keep us apprised of the situations our tax dollars go topay
for.
Upload a file:
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From: Jane
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 6:32:49 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Friday, May 27, 2022 - 6:32pm

Contact Information
First name:
Jane

Last name:
Tesner Kleiner

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98663

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

Good day
I would like to offer my support for the City to adopt a robust Climate Action Plan to move our city closer to
carbon neutral sustainable efforts. There are many opportunities to make progress and large and small efforts,
especially those activities that can be replicated by citizens on their own properties as well on city-owned lands.
Ordinances such as reducing chemical uses on properties
(https://www.a2gov.org/departments/sustainability/Sustainability%20Natural%20Resources/Pages/Phosphorous-
and-the-Manufactured-Fertilizer-Ordinance.aspx), increasing the urban tree canopy (including grants to support
tree equity in lower income neighborhoods), and supporting naturescaping of properties to reduce lawn that
requirements significant maintenance while increase urban wildlife habitat
(https://bwsr.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/2019-12/Native%20Landscaping%20Ordinance%20Examples.pdf).
Update all landscape ordinances to improve ecological function of required landscapes. Increase city messaging
and education on the benefits of trees and naturescaping. Provide more volunteer opportunities for people in
natural areas for planting and stewardship and ecological indicator inventories, such as birds, amphibians,
butterflies, macroinvertebrates, fishes, etc. (e.g.https://www.a2gov.org/departments/Parks-
Recreation/NAP/Pages/NaturalAreaPreservation.aspx)
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Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,
Jane Tesner Kleiner
Upload a file:
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From: Jean M.
To: City Council
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 2:36:56 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Friday, May 27, 2022 - 2:36pm

Contact Information
First name:
Jean M.

Last name:
Avery

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98683

Inquiry Information
Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

To Madam Mayor and City Council,

Thank you for your forward progress on Vancouver's Climate Action Plan. Now we need to
permanently ban fossil fuels.

As you know, to protect our climate and our local living spaces, we need to:
-- reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
-- eliminate oil and gas,
-- transition to 100% renewable energy,
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-- work with Clark PUD and other partners,
-- emphasize social equity and climate justice.

In the same spirit that defeated a huge oil terminal, please extend the fossil fuel moratorium and
make it permanent.

Thank you.
Jean M. Avery
Vancouver resident
Upload a file:
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From: Heidi Cody
To: City Council
Subject: My comments on the Early Action Plan
Date: Friday, May 27, 2022 10:46:12 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good morning Councilmemeber Hansen,

I agree with everything Peter Fels wrote in his recent letter to you, from May 26. I also agree with ACE’s
suggested asks and edits on the Early Action Plan, that you will receive soon, if you haven’t already. I am thrilled
that City Council has set a goal of carbon-neutrality by 2040. 

To achieve carbon-neutrality in 18 years, City Council needs to act fast and make smart decisions. The Draft
Climate Action Plan (CAP) contains a glaring issue that can derail the City’s decarbonization efforts: Renewable
Natural Gas, or RNG, in buildings. The Early Action Plan (EAP) lays the groundwork for the CAP, and RNG is
mentioned in the EAP.

Washington updated its building electric codes recently. The state’s move away from gas, and towards
building electrification, is underway. The Washington Dept. of Commerce has determined that building
electrification, along with energy conservation/efficiency, is the fastest route to decarbonization. Yet “the
purchase/use of renewable natural gas” for municipal buildings is in the EAP, and “expand participation in
(Northwest Natural’s) Smart Energy program” is a suggested action for residential and commercial buildings in our
Draft CAP. 

Why? Why would the City Council do anything but choose to decarbonize ASAP, if our goal is an 80%
Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions reduction by 2030?

RNG is a new, untested technology. Emerging energy technologies sound promising, but the time spent
developing them (and banking on their success) could be crucial time lost. Likewise, the money invested on this
fanciful RNG pipe dream, would be far better spent purchasing actual renewable energy, like wind and solar.
While there may be some good uses for RNG (close to the source, or perhaps for the City’s proposed RNG
wastewater treatment plan), RNG is not a viable large-scale climate or public health solution for buildings. 

I realize that NWN’s Smart Energy program is in the CAP, not in the EAP. But including RNG in the EAP, even
in municipal buildings, codifies and tacitly greenlights ongoing gas use in buildings, in our CAP. I ask that the City
Council push back harder on gas. Please remove Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) from Buildings & Energy in the
EAP (p 4, #3 of Attachment A “Early Action Package”). 

Thank you.

Heidi Cody
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From: City Council
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 4:57:14 PM

 

From: Tatyana <noreply@cityofvancouver.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 4:44 PM
To: City Council <council@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City of Vancouver, Washington

City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 - 4:44pm

Contact Information

First name:
Tatyana

Last name:
Trishchuk

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98664

Inquiry Information
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Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
All of Council

Message:

It has come to my attention that there is a proposed vote to amend city ordinance code 7.04.020
on June 6th. I want to ask and urge you council members not to amend this code. Please do not
do this. Please vote against the amendment and leave the code as it is.

Thank you,
Respectfully, 
Tatyana Trishchuk
Upload a file:
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From: Dollar, Sarah
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: FW: Remote Council testimony registration
Date: Wednesday, May 25, 2022 7:12:29 AM

From: Monica Zazueta  
Sent: Tuesday, May 24, 2022 8:15 PM
To: Dollar, Sarah <Sarah.Dollar@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Re: FW: Remote Council testimony registration
 
It's ok. I know you didn't mean to overlook me. I didn't make it clear in the topics I wanted to speak
on. I wrote "climate" and not community forum. That was my bad. Thank you saying you will pass
along my testimony. I sent it through the website where it says contact your city council but yes it
would be great to make sure that they get my testimony. 
 
Here it is:
 
 
I have a major concern about Renewable Natural Gas in the early action package.
 
We the people have gotten so used to gas because that's whats been given to us for decades. And
look where that's gotten us, dirty air that's making us sick and killing so many people.
 
It's time to listen to science and really understand that the extraction of natural gas has nothing
natural about it. Their are so many chemicals pumped into the ground to retrieve this natural gas. 
 
Wind, solar and new technologies need to be implemented because if we do nothing or keep on
doing the same thing their won't be a future. 
 
This isn't about taking your rights away, it's about saving us and our children and being able to live
on a healthy planet. The right your trying to preserve is to destroy the planet and suck up it's
resources and make it uninhabitable for future generations is very short sighted. We have all gotten
comfortable with the way things are but that doesn't make things the way they are the right and
healthy way to do things. 
 
I thank you with every fiber of my being by choosing to take a bold stand with the climate action
plan. I've cried knowing that we have a chance. I send you all big hugs for this. 
 
Their is a amazing documentary Breaking Boundaries on Netflix with sir David Attenborough, it's
about Earth's tipping points. I encourage all to watch it. 
 
Also, I will be speaking this summer at a community roots breakfast fundraiser about my story. Like
Siobhan said their are many different ways people become homeless. My family and I were asked to
leave from our home a year ago so that the landlords could renovate and make the duplex more
expensive to rent. We had no home. Then we received the best gift of a tiny home from my family at
LULAC! We need more tiny homes and affordable housing for everyone. 
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I hope your days are filled with laughter and love, take care.  

-Concerned Momma
Monica Zazueta

*These two videos, one a trailer for a documentary on Netflix called "Breaking Boundaries" and the
other a instrumental animated music video where the humans are animals and animals are humans
are important to me because they say what I am feeling and what is the reality of the times we live
in. Please take 10 min to watch these two videos. Thank you to all that have watched.

https://youtu.be/Gb6wQtNjblk

https://youtu.be/2T4VwXvdXIg
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From: Delapena, Amanda
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Submission: City Council Contact Form
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 12:40:27 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Sarah,
 
Councilmember Fox asked to share this message below with the rest of the Council. Can you please
include it with the next batch of written comments on agenda items?
 
Amanda Delapena | Assistant to the Mayor and City Manager
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers
 

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
Mayor/City Manager’s Office
P: (360) 487-8605
www.cityofvancouver.us | www.cityofvancouver.us/socialmedia 

From: Delapena, Amanda <Amanda.Delapena@cityofvancouver.us>
Sent: Tuesday, May 31, 2022 8:39 AM
To: Fox, Sarah 
Subject: FW: Submission: City Council Contact Form
 
Good morning,
 
The message below was sent to you through the online contact form. For your consideration.
 
Amanda Delapena

 

From: Molly <noreply@cityofvancouver.us> 
Sent: Monday, May 30, 2022 8:59 AM
To: City Council <council@cityofvancouver.us>
Subject: Submission: City Council Contact Form
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

City of Vancouver, Washington
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City Council Contact Form
Submitted date: Monday, May 30, 2022 - 8:58am

Contact Information

First name:
Molly

Last name:
Silva

Email address:

Street address:

ZIP code:
98663

Inquiry Information

Subject:
Share an opinion about a City project or initiative

Recipient:
Councilmember Sarah Fox

Message:

I am in support of the stalking ordinances. I Lived on 30th St. when the group of Joey Gibson
supporters harassed the Young family for several weekends. It was to say the least unnerving (I
lived directly across the street) The bull horn, the guns, the people blocking the street and walking
on or disturbing our property was lawless. I was stunned the police were no where to be seen.
Any attempt to ask them to leave was met with anger and disrespect and they filmed you, One
neighbor was mowing his lawn and they told him he had to stop because it was interfering with the
filming and the dialolgue they were spewing. I left town the next weekend they were to be there.I
felt like I could not stay and be a part of this harassment, and at the same time, upset I had to
leave my home because of this harassment.Molly Silva
Upload a file:
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From: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager
To: Dollar, Sarah
Subject: FW: Climate Resolution - June 6, 2022 agenda item
Date: Wednesday, June 1, 2022 9:23:42 AM
Attachments: Early Action letter.pdf

image001.png

 
 
Best,
 
Shannon Ripp | Support Specialist III
 

CITY OF VANCOUVER, WASHINGTON
City Manager’s Office
P: (360) 487-8607
www.cityofvancouver.us
 
LEARN ABOUT VANCOUVER’S COVID-19 RESPONSE HERE
 

From: Peter L. Fels  
Sent: Sunday, May 29, 2022 12:18 PM
To: City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager <CMO@cityofvancouver.us>
Cc: Cathryn Chudy  Lande, Aaron
<aaron.lande@cityofvancouver.us>; Small, Rebecca <Rebecca.Small@cityofvancouver.us>; Don
Steinke 
Subject: Climate Resolution - June 6, 2022 agenda item
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Please see the attached letter.
 
Thank you.
 
Peter Fels
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 Peter Fels 
 5121 NW Franklin Street 
 Vancouver WA 98663 
 TELEPHONE: (360) 737-3154 • plfels@gmail.com 
 


May 26, 2022 


 


 


 RE:  Climate Action Plan, Early Action 


 


Dear Council Member: 


 


I welcome the proposed adoption of a Climate Resolution. At the direction of you and other 


Council Members, in consultation (in which I participated) with Cascadia Consulting Group and 


the community staff has been working on developing a Climate Action Plan for quite a while now, 


and you will soon have before you a proposal for a Climate Priority Resolution (currently 


scheduled for June 6).  


 


The Resolution will include adoption of an Early Action Package to be followed by the City 


Manager’s Office and implemented by City staff pending adoption of the final CAP.   


 


In considering these proposals, I ask you to keep the following in mind: 


 


1.) Research has established and it has been known for many years that the fastest way to           


reduce climate impact is to conserve energy use.  


 


As NW Natural says in its document “Vision 2050: Destination Zero”, “Helping customers use 


less is the fastest and cheapest way to reduce emissions.” 


https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/the-company/destination-zero 


 


The U.S. EPA says: “The most effective way to reduce CO2 emissions is to reduce fossil fuel 


consumption. Many strategies for reducing CO2 emissions from energy are cross-cutting and 


apply to homes, businesses, industry, and transportation.” 


https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#:~:text=The%20most%20effective
%20way%20to,to%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions. 
 


Retrofitting existing buildings, mandating the tightest building envelopes and most efficient 


heating and cooling systems, and reducing vehicle miles traveled should be top of the list for 


climate action. 


 


2.) To keep the plan on track, City staff must keep climate goals and performance in mind at 


all times. 


 


The Climate Resolution calls for review at least every four years. While it may be unreasonable to 


expect a full performance review any sooner, the Resolution should call for staff to consider all 


their activities with the goals of the CAP in mind, just as you have asked them to keep DEI in mind 


with everything they do. City Manager Holmes will need to reinforce this principle until it 


becomes automatic, even for the most mundane of staff functions.  


 


 



https://www.nwnatural.com/about-us/the-company/destination-zero

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#:~:text=The%20most%20effective%20way%20to,to%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions

https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases#:~:text=The%20most%20effective%20way%20to,to%20reduce%20greenhouse%20gas%20emissions





3.) 100% clean energy is impossible under current circumstances.  


 


The electricity we use from Clark Public Utilities comes from a mix of sources primarily 


consisting of power from its River Road Generating Plant and the Bonneville Power 


Administration. The RRGP uses fossil gas to power generators which produce on average 30% of 


our electricity. In 2012, it was noted that the RRGP was one of the top 10 sources of greenhouse 


gas in Washington. 


 


CPU is under a state mandate to become 100% carbon neutral by 2040, but this will not allow the 


City to obtain 100% clean energy by 2022 or even within a few years. We all need to continue to 


pressure CPU to do better to reduce its reliance on RRGP and replace it with clean sources of 


energy (hydro, wind and solar) much earlier than 2040.   


 


The City will also have to develop its own clean energy sources, such as rooftop solar and possibly 


entering power purchasing agreements, in order to meet the goals in the Early Action Package and 


CAP. (see: Early Implementation Actions #3; Draft CAP strategy BE.1.E) 


 


4.)  Renewable Natural Gas does not reduce carbon intensity. 


 


Northwest Natural Gas says “RNG is considered carbon neutral because both combustion and 


lifecycle emissions do not contribute a net-increase in greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.”  


NWN “Vision 2050”, p.14. “Carbon neutral” basically means that RNG has the same carbon 


intensity as fossil gas. Both are methane.  


 


“Methane is a well-known Short-Lived Climate Pollutant (SLCP). On a 100-year time scale, the 


global warming potential (GWP) of methane is roughly 28 to 36 times greater than carbon dioxide. 


However, much of methane’s GWP impact is felt in the near-term. On a shorter, 20-year time 


frame, methane’s GWP is about 84 to 87 times greater than carbon dioxide.” (Washington Dept. of 


Commerce) 


https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Energy-Promoting-RNG-in-Washin


gton-State.pdf , p. 31-- citing:  


https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/understanding-global-warming-potentials 


 


It is not a solution for reducing carbon emissions to substitute “renewable” methane for 


fossil methane. Theoretically, capturing methane from organic sources (such as a landfill) and 


using it to replace the methane in a fossil gas pipeline can reduce the total methane emitted into the 


atmosphere, but only if it reduces the amount of fugitive methane that would otherwise escape. 


Gas produced by large digesters that gather and assemble organic materials that would not 


otherwise produce methane, such as at a huge industrial agriculture facility, is only a new source of 


methane. The best use of “RNG” is to utilize it at a source where it would otherwise go unused. 


Grubert, 2020 Environ.Res.Lett. 15 084041 


(https://iopscience.iop.org/article/10.1088/1748-9326/ab9335/pdf), 


 


The City must resist NWN’s attempt to greenwash its product by claiming it can reduce carbon 


intensity with introduction of RNG into its pipelines.1 NWN’s own document says NWN currently 


has contracts to replace approximately 3% of its total supply and hopes to reach 10% “over the 


next several years”. (Vision 2050, p. 24.) In that document, NWN estimates that by 2030, under 3 


                                                 
1.  NWN’s filings with the Oregon PUC indicate it plans to source RNG from Nebraska, and there are questions 


whether any of that will actually end up in Vancouver area pipelines. 



https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Energy-Promoting-RNG-in-Washington-State.pdf
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various scenarios, 9 - 17% of its supply can be from RNG. Yet a study by WSU done for the 


Washington legislature concluded that "adequate opportunities exist for RNG production 


equivalent to 3 percent to 5 percent of current natural gas consumption in 


Washington."  Promoting RNG in Washington State, WSU 2018, 


(https://www.commerce.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Energy-Promoting-RNG-in-Washi


ngton-State.pdf. 


 


Continuing to use fossil gas or replacing it with “renewable” methane gas are not ways to reduce 


Vancouver’s overall carbon footprint. In fact, because methane is so much more harmful to the 


atmosphere than carbon, we should be doing everything we can to reduce its use. 


 


(see also:  
https://www.sightline.org/2021/03/09/the-four-fatal-flaws-of-renewable-natural-gas/ 
“ …when RNG is burned in our appliances, it produces exactly the same amount of carbon that 


conventional natural gas does. The emissions savings from RNG, such as they are, come from 


preventing the release of the “renewable” methane from decaying feedstock sources like landfills, 


sewage, and manure lagoons. Yet alternatives to generating this methane in the first place abound, 


and there is a risk that commercializing RNG could actually increase its impacts on the 


environment.”) 


 


 


In summary, I applaud the proposed Resolution.  I encourage you to adopt it with a few 


modifications.  These are: 


 


1. The primary emphasis of the CAP should be to reduce energy use in all sectors;  


2. City staff should continuously review all actions to make sure they are in accord with 


Vancouver’s climate goals, not waiting for a 4 year review to see how they are doing; 


3. The City should work with other partners to push Clark PUD to provide sources of 100% 


clean energy and retire the RRGP much earlier than 2040, or in the alternative, Vancouver 


should develop its own sources of clean energy;  


4. The use of RNG should be eliminated from the CAP and Early Action Package and steps 


should be aimed at reducing use of methane gas for any purpose except where it is not 


feasible to replace. 


 


Thank you for your attention to this very important issue.  


 


Sincerely, 


 


s/ 


Peter Fels 
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From: Kimberlee Elbon
To: City of Vancouver Washington General Info; City of Vancouver - Office of the City Manager; City Council; Dollar, Sarah; Kimberlee Elbon
Subject: Fwd: What is a Woman? | Official Trailer | The Daily Wire
Date: Friday, June 3, 2022 5:21:56 PM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the City of Vancouver. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Kimberlee Elbon
Life Citizen of Clark County Washington USA
we4the4people@aol.com

THIS E-MAIL AND CONTENTS ARE TO BE PUT ON PUBLIC RECORD and MUST not be disturbed or corrupted in any way; so the Citizens can
see what is actually going on and that the Vancouver City Council are following AGENDAS that follow this IN-HUMANE insanity abound.

Hope you all are required to at least watch what WE THE PEOPLE  send to watch ~ there will be a test.

Subject: What is a Woman? | Official Trailer | The Daily Wire

https://www.dailywire.com/videos/what-is-a-woman-official-trailer?hsa_ver=3&wbraid=ClEKCAjwv-GUBhAOEkEAeroHo-r4Xmq7FbM74Xm53MWmSkif82qloq1kLW4uSStWGjEt47X-
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Kimberlee Elbon
Life Citizen of Clark County Washington USA
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